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ave fome' apoſtles; and one 
1 phets ; and ſome evangeliſts; ; and 
dome paſtors, and teachers; for the 
FF _perfedi e ſaints, for the Work 
ort ecdifying of of * 
Zhritt. - 5 47 eB © 04-5! es b #4 FC 
"hall got take bp pe time by making nrag. 
any inquirie at all into the particu- NUCTION | 
lar nature of thoſe ſeveral offices” Y” 1 
© fubliting in che primitive church, — 
tha Fir hers ſpeciſied, under fo "a 
different names. It is ſufficient for Our 
reſent ſe, ' that, according | 
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to che Fo iz 
- words of the pelt, in this very 1 
16y were all of them intens. 


pu 0 e-of rela giotls edifica- SHY 

erfe&ion.. Thee ; is indeed k 
nd mention hei made of any partienlar . 
| riod,” duving which any or all of th e offices | at ot brag 2 


| nature and de comm. 
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EM Taz CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
| ſege and profeſſion. of chriſtianitie ſhould 
remain upon earth. The edifying of the 
- + boglie of Chriſt, and the i of 
the ſaints,” are ends, in the very nature 
5 of them commenſurate and cozval with-the 
made Church itſelf. So long as it ſhall have a 
Au; being ir in the world, there will be the ſame 
3 eral neceſſitie of purſuing them. 
_ therefore fo long as the work of the mi- 
= 6. ** 2 niſtrie“ can be carried On, in ſubſervi len 
8 do theſe deſigns, as it certainly may by he 
- office of < paſtors and teachers” even now, 
it muſt, by Paritie of reaſon, have been; 
much the intention of our bleſſed. . Savior 
and his apoſtles, that it ſhould be carried 
on in theſe latter days, as that it ſhould ever 
have been engaged in at all. There is appa- 
rently the ſame common reaſon for apply- 
ing thoſe ſeveral. precepts of, the new teſ⸗ 
tament, which injoin a public miniſtrie in 
religion, by whatever particular name the 
. ,._ office may be denoted, whether that of *paſ- 
 debened to tor, teacher,” preſbyter, or biſhop, to the 
hk fe. preſent period of chriſtianitie, as any of thoſe 
moral precepts, whatſoever, the obligation 
J of which we all allow to be ere fo 
1 BY 2 N Gu univerſal... 
beer It ea, rather evident, that the per 
bo bilites; ſons. filling up the ſeveral offices 33 
iin che text muſt have been in very different 
{ZW | degrees qualified for that work of the mi- 
e, which was cammon to them gf 
Ne 
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We can ſcarce imagine, for. what other "F210 


reaſon ſo many diſtinct offices were 1ntro- 
duced into the church, than for this; that 
perſons thus differently qualified might all 


of them have an opportunitie of employ- 


ing their ſeveral abilities, in ſubſerviencie to 


the ſame 5 9 purpoſes of edificarion in 


the faith 'and morals of the goſpel. This 

Amer, however, will undoubtedly be ; 
allowed in preference of the apoftles Pg 1 
the reſt of the orders here mentioned. go 


Theirs was an office, Which as it cannot 


now ſubſiſt, ſo it could not at the time, 
When it actually did, be 1 in dignt- | 
| 5 tie, or im portance, 


| Ree - 1 think ly follows: that even rie excluſion 


in the preſent | day different perſons ma) A 8185 * = 
with great proprietie and honor, engage in 23 


the work of the miniſtrie, tho” far from 


bei! ally well qualificd, according to ge- 
kent 7 for Tiſcharging the la 


5 of that office. Where there «re diverfi- 
©ries'of gi ifts,“ there miy be not only 6c the 


ſame” ge Fer ſpirit”; butlicewiſe the ſame 
neral benefits reſulting from them all. 
his can 125 no means juſtifie any one ta- 

king 1 u im the miniſterial ne in 

not en ee to the utmoſt of his 

er, to excel in all thoſe qualifications, Ae 


naturally tend to fit bir for a co lete and Mb 
accurate diſcharge of the duties Uf it. But 


- _ 


a the ſame time, it is a reaſon for our treat- : 
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Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
have experienced the happy effect of pro- 


ä ceding alter this manner, upon occaſions. 
of the like ſort. For ſurely its natural ten- 


dencie is to . the moſt uſeful impreſ- 


ſions upon the dul, to bring the moſt 
intereſting reflections into ſerious remem- 


brance; to throw the mind into a ſedate 
and thoughtful frame, and to excite and 


inyigorate the beſt and worthieſt reſolu-— 


tions in the heart of 1 5 thus devo- 
WH himſelf to the 4 work of the miniſtrie.” 
And from what is now to be delivered con- 


cerning the nature of this office, you, 


my brethren, the. members of this ſocietie, 
may eaſily collect, what is to be your con- 


towards the miniſter you have choſen.z 


with what habitual views, and with what 
kind of temper you are to attend upon his 


 feryices among you. This, I hope, is what 


will be thinking. of, as I go along; 
it comes. not within my province at 


13 to enlarge upon, or ſo much as ; | Ss 


ention any thing of the kind. 


The words, which have been 1 re- 


cited from St. Paul's epiſtle to the Ephe- 
Hans appeared to me extremely proper to 


de diſcourſed upon, in order to anſwer the 


eral purpoſes, that have now been point- 


ed out. And they ſeem evidently to con- 


tain in them the following obſervations or 


een z which therefore, I thall endea- 
OT * 4 vor 
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Ws Tus CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
por, as well as I am able, diſtinQtly | to nur. 
_ trate and improve. 

WO 792 N. Firſt, the whole chriſtian church is here 
s nr Compared ta bode.” © © 

x Secondly, it is for very emphatical and 
121 wen. important reaſons ſtyled the bodie of Chriſt 
 STHTUTT himſelf. 


exorme Thirdly, it is a a bodie waoting'r to be edi. 
CnRIS- 
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"TR the 42 5 end and defign de 
1 chrittian miniſtrie is to promote its <di- 
CHURCH, fication. 
bs Comparifa Firſt, the who crian church i is Side 
orte a h- cem pared to a bodie. A very 8 
ee. And ecu ſimilitude; atid 'one, chat 
1 ſuggeſts a yarietie of refledtions\ pechlj ar wy | 
= well ſuted to the defian of U Pe 
= 7 Thus, for ' inftance, IE 
ny firſt place i n plainly-i mp. 15 1 
Ae is fome common Tete f "by 
—_ chfiſtfans, of all dend ons, "db 
ru vita), every dart of the world; are unite? 
WE ics principle ſomewhat analogous to that vie one, 
72 ciple. 
== by which the'yarious members of the hu- 
man bodie are connected, ſoas to form one 
animal ſyſtem. Now this common princi- 
ple of union among chriſtians, according 
to the account, that is very frequently 
en uy in the new teſtament, 15 no l 
chan a belief, that Jeſus Chriſt is the great 
=  . and moſt illuſtrious prophet of God; a 
=_ . F who came into the world by the ap- 
1 5 ane 


is to repreſent, as he has opportunitie, 5 
eyidences, the deſign, the ee ri af e | 
tianitie in ſuch, 2 view | 
Wl 17 1 5 of alla e Ef 
: an exemplarie 
lite Chriſtian 27 5 | 
ä me it the 1 aim of their . 
* Na 1 of their life in 
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intmentof theſupreme Deitie, and to whom 
God has borne witneſs” by the clear evi- 


0 of miraculous operations, to eſtabliſſi 
1 religious inſtitution intended for che gene- 
ral benefit of mankind and inthe beſt manner 
adapted for promoting the ſalvation of their 
immortal ſouls. And indeed this is what 
naturally occurs to our thoughts, as the 
only uniting or connecting principle of the 
chriſtian bodie. No man, who does not | 
believe this article fo much as pretends fp 


call himſelf a chriſtian. And, if he does 


believe i it, in other An has a right. to lay, G6 
n 


that he is not one. In this article it is, OE. 
all chriſtians are in fact agreed. ,, 

we attempt to go one ſtep. farther.in 1 4 
king fundamentals, inſtead of ſettling no , 
true notion or idea of a'C hriſtian church 
we ſhall only ſpend our time in unchriſta 
niſing one wh r. Under the animating ig- 


fluence of this general Principle, SOT a 
| ticular, member of the chriſtian 7 8 WY 8 
contribute all he can 5 


the general intereſt and welfare Dy — 


** 


minilters e wh 
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"Tax cxmrorran MINISTER. 
the general tenor of it, to be the defenders 


a of our common faith. They are to exhibit 
in the ſtrongeſt point of view, the noble 


deſign and admirable ſtructure of the chriſ- 
tian plan, the beautie and ſymmetrie of all 
its parts, and their conſpiring tendencie t to 


7 Tefine and to exalt the ſoul of man, to im- 
Preſs the image of God upon his human 


0 to Prombte peace and univerſal 
itie here upon earth, and to train 
Us; up. for the manſions. of eternal . 


Again, bet 8 mg 20 


Falhibus +? "Sctondly ; When ie bottle repteſents 


denz be Whole chriſtian World, as conſtituting 


but one bodie, does he not clearly point 


e Out the: inconſiſtencie of a dividing, fac- 
+. --- tjous partie - ſpirit, with the nature and geni- 


us of the goſpel? does. he not by this re- 
eſentation cut off at once the moſt plauſi- 


| 8 [: ble of all thoſe pretences, by which to the 


akable detriment, and almoſt intire 


2 F the chriſtian cauſe, ſuch a ſpitit has 


Deen encoutaged. The chriſtian church, we 


1 . Fee, is a bodie. Let us then, if you pleaſe, 


du "aſcribe to any particular ſect or denomina- 


Todtend; the honor of being tlie head of 


f 1 1 or chat . ef it, which i is mot 


Sanified by the puritie of their ſen- 
'Arnents,, and 34 exact conformitie of their 
ar " tenets 0 the 8 and primitive 


. 
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tion in it, that boner, for which they all 
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ſtandard of evangelical faith, Let ſtill 
would it not be very abfurd{ for the head to. 
ſay to any of the other members of the hy- 


communion with you“? what however can, 
be more like this, than the excommunication. 
of thoſe chriſtians, whoſe ſentiments concern- 
ins this or that particular doctrine or princi-- 

: 2 of chriſtianitie we do not apprehend to, 


that 00 account of this difference only & 
From this dividing ſpirit, when carried to its. 
utmoſt height, have proceded the moſt tre 
mendous evils; animoſitie and rancor of af. teu, 
fection, contentions, tumults, bloodſhed. 

and murder. And is there nat ſome reaſon, 

0 ſuſpe , that a ſpirit thus perniciqus, when, 
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man bodie, even to thoſe, which are at the 
greateſt diſtance from it; I will have no. 


ſo pure and genuine as our own; and 


rown to. its maturitie and operating in ca - 
ulinefs. of its ſtrength, cannot be of a v 4 


harmleſs nature even ut the feeds and. fli ; 
principles of it? Indeed F ſcarce know. how bo 
to form a better wifh. in behalf of a min ny * 
ter, better for himſelf, or . 
peoples chan, that he may not haye the- 

teat tincture of, it in. him. It will be apt, 

"when once indulyed,. to inſinuate itſelf im- 


ank to be contihually, acquit- 


2 


bet ibly, 
1 + 55 influence inthe mind, AE 


3 ede ebend 


Tan CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
ſtanding and the affections ? And ſhould 


7 Ta SEL 14 
con- 
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Tas. _ CHRISTIAN dun ISTER. | 23 2 
verſing with the ſacred 1855 that as. a 1 1 
belief 0 Jeſus Chriſt, a as the So 932 God, ol — J 
and the great prophet of the Toft high, js of the goſpel 
the fundamental do trine, 105 benevolence, Chriſtian be- 
univerſal benevolence is the Fundarental 1 
ſpirit of the go {pel.. Jr; is declared by Saint 

Paul to be the ver 778 end of the com- 

„ mandment” „or chriſtian inſtitution; to 

be the beſt And wo 9 f. of all en- 
dowment reterable , to fait to hope, 

to ee to the power .of CY 

: miracles, and even to the m nagimitie 

and reſolution of martyrdom i 1115 He prö- 
ngunces it, in perfect agreement with e 
a natural ideas or notions of uch a prinei- OT. 
ple, to be compfehenſive of all our moral "2" 


obligations. At ee Saint John, in 
one of his epiſtles, makes it to be the very 1 
teſt of. converſion. . . w_ 7 this we Wd 
that we have paſſed from death to. lif fe, 

| "0 5 hieh we oye ke -brethren”. » Na 
00 755 e 


as, pri pee gn. 
14.65 15 Alte. EY | this: b 5 R. 
Hab room f 1 TJz > High 
nd acceptable in the 0 
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_— count of the nature, extent and pow 
# 40585 hits or univerſal benevolence, lere 

E be neither religion nor + moralitie in an 

5 action farther than it is dictated by 10 

L, principle. There may de in it, ſpecious 
appearances, ſelfiſh prudence and worldly 

5 wiſdom, but. neither - moral. virtue, nor e- 
— vangelical obedience. This is an affec- 

tion of mind, not o be ſpoken of, mere- 
y as an. ornamental, or endearing qualitic, 
ho? theſe are Tecommendations of it by no. 


_ . ting ſpirit, the ſum and ſubſtance, the** alpha 
* and omega” of practical religion and chriſ- 
tian dutie. The cheriſhing and improving 
ol this remper, is to be'the grand. purpole 
"and ultimate aim of a chriſtian miniſter. 

| Hei is to be far from ſatisfying himſelf with, 
LE. telling his peo le in cold and general terms; 
„ that bey mu be charitable and benevolent 

; ang! love one ano other. He is not to be con- 

| ent with declaiaiing upon this virtue on 
Particular occalions ob IV. 1 Fut, whatever 
 tabjes ject he treats of, ics kelatſon to ſüch a: 
55 le muſt be. pointed out. * muſt 


wo h Part ular F, , that it isa princip le moſt 
Cl dtimately Ongected "pi. the 
1255 Td, Od, He 10 aß 1 it. again 
"A IS an telle do 
1 Vefthel fs & hate his 
es not ſincerely love 

him; 


ES 
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e to be forgotten; but as the anima- 
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| him; his brother in humanitie, his brother 
in the goſpel, he is a lyar”. He muſt en- 
deavor thoroughly to convince them, that 
as God is a being of infinite benevolence, 


that as this his moſt . e and lovely 


attribute is the only juſt or natural ground 
of our delight and complacencie in him, it 
muſt be utterly impolt 

have a proper reverence and eſteem for the 
| ſupreme Deitie or this complacencie i in his 
perfections, who is not himſelf poſſeſſed of a 


diſpoſition, that is truly friendly and bene- 
volent. In ſhort, a miniſter ought to re- 


member, that this is a point, upon which 


he cannot lay too great a'ſtreſs. nor need _ 
he be in the leaſt afraid of. exalting . 
temper beyond it's real. importance. Bur: wget 


then he muſt be extremely. careful to form 
the general ſtrain of his, iſcourſes ſo, as to 


ſhew the very ſufficient reaſon, chat there is 
in truth and nature, and in the authoritie of 46 


the chriſtian, inſtitution, for laying ſuch 2 


- ſtreſs upon it... Me. muſt repreſent . it as a 


le for anx one to 


conformitie to the ſupreme law of our ]½m ) 


minds, AS an imitation of the divine charac- 4 A 


1 as our . OI. for t | 
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bre, Gr inclin baue, bur Sy, 2 95 
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26 Trz CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
= - Futter our words, our actions, our hop ©, 

= Our fears. He muſt delineate it in all i 
= _ lovely attitudes, in every alluring 1 Tay 
Hie muſt demonſtrate the power and effi- 
cacie of it by Juſt and pertinent examples; 
but, more eſpecially, and with- the great. 
eſt exactneſs, by that of our moſt 
GR and compaſſionate redeemer. 
hatever doctrine or principle. he treats of, 
he muſt diſplay the tendencie of it to en- 
courage ſuch an affection, and urge with 
1 2 vehemence and Zeal whatever mo- 
=_ - dive, Auch a doctrine or principle affords 
Zs an inducement to the cultivation of it. 
By this means every ſermon. he preaches 

3 wil be, as at ought to be, in effect and in 

tie- 01 view) or another, a haritic-ferinion ; 
. 50 yet very ſuffcientiy diverſified in its 
519 topics and Phraſeology. For this is a ſub- 
. jeck, that is never to be exhauſted. But 
Bode of of © "Secondly, "the . chriſtian church is, With 
2 Perallif emphaſis and fer very important 
"reaſons "fled by the apoſtle” in our text 


wo 1 SS 
. 


*< the bodie of Chrift””. It is that ſocietie, 


ee of Which he is the head. And this pre- 
on eminence in it he ul Pre gt no leſs a 
Tate, chan by his blood”. It is that ſo- 

Sietie, Which he came from heaven on 

5 ole to el ret; and 75. the ſake of . 
my etal went | rough ſuch various ſcenes of 


'$! As 


; earth. 
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> YO e LES 


d FePT roa h, e here on 
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. 


—— 
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privileges and honors, all 3 its die nitie N 
perfection, from the tenderneſs of his com; 


ately and 1 neceſfarily follows,” 


the lata 
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earth. It is a ſocietie, that derives. all its 


paſſion, and the fulneſs of his evolence; 


and which fublifts intirely and alone, u Pop i 
4 


the foundations, that were originally Ja 


by him, as the « $0 . and finiſher. of our 


« faith”. It is ie e,. in hic he 
not only the \ N *bu Fee Ee en det 


head; 'the Mat an Lordinances of. w which, : 
rogerher with all, their fanctions were com- 
pletely ſettled and promulgated by. him | 


ſelf, at the original inſtitution of it. 
ſocietie therefore it is, in Fhich. there cap 
be nd room for the "exerciſe. of any, othei 
juriſdiRtion. From. all K which it imme 


that it &s a 


ſocietic zarter for Ni ded.- D 


tioh, that e can* p 
1 975 


of its ſüpremne and Saly 1 5 
will e perceive, that eſe are conhide- 
rations peculiarly well fited, both, or. ani 


mating and 
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their nx. che © ) 2 Which t 5 
labor. is the body of. C halts; 5, Pee 
Wich Og "incomprehenlibly BEARS 


glorious Son of God came into the world 
| on PRO to rm and to ſtabliſh ;, its * 
e tere 
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= :. reſts cannot be of a trifling nature. On 
1 the contrary they muſt certainly claim the 
= _ ) warmeſt exertions of our zeal. And how 
| muſt it needs be invigorated by cônſider- 
animated. ing, that we are acting in concert with ſo 
pul and fo exalted; a bein 2 how muſt 
_——____ renter co us the, cauſe, w hich it is t 
. __ grand defign. and. fale buſineſs, of our {ta- | thi 
70 I ſupport, etch re recollect, that, it is the ng 
cauſe of our own. 955 metcifül redeemer, aſſi 
And of that moſt arniable and benevolent BY 
Savior of mat ahkind,. 'who' thought no diffi- ¶ the 
_ Eulties, too rat 22 encounter, no ſorrows car 
700 dep tb. be a, 0 condeſcenſions hin 


ow do de ler to for the r ane 


in: 11 a 


5 adiibbeb: romoting the! heir, | e haf pineſs? im 
| __ ; 1 gain, 1 the e Friſtiah e chur Adi le bodic nel 
ritative, of n it, 'Or char eee, of bs he is the mc 

; ON * fole la head, and conftiruted ot! 
[7 ointment” of the ſupreme || th 


Ta the. ügiverſe, what can I ſtil 
be ere e, (tan for thoſe. y Cho call I by 
_ themſelves his miniſters, that is, his ſer- I its 
—_ Vants, to aſſume to themſelves. Aa Partner- pr 
wy hip in his authoritie, and to snack in it in 

1 1 laws'of their os 7 they would have an 
td be altog ber 4 bligatorie 3s any, IN 1 
thi even Chriſt IV inſoined? Le 
r always remember, char we are ac 
his Le miniſters, and not magiſtrates, in the church | tic 

— ,_ Chriſt; that we Ne * no dominion” I th 
$64 33 ayer 
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In over mens conſciences, but that our Gals 5 
he office is to be helpers of their joy”. —_ 5 
And let. i it be our care to conduct ourſelves 

er- In all our public ſervices, and throughout 

fo. ihe general tenor of our converſation, with 

aſt that meekneſs and modeſtie, with that 

he N lowligels and humilitie of Wk which 

ta- this conſideration naturally dictates, as be- 

he og. o bighly, 7＋ * to the character we 
1 

nt Farther All; 3 if the hee church 755 he criti «al 
f. the bodie of Chriſt, that ſocietie, which he Chu wo 
ws. | came into the world. to erect, which has by 

ns || bim been com letely framed. and modelec 

ke and in which is the ſole legiſlator this 

oh immediately ſuggeſts . to us the proper man, How pro= | 
die ner of proceding in our attempts to pro: 
he mote. its intereſt and proſperitie. In what 
ted other manner can we conſiſtently, 2 . 4 
me If this, than by recuring to the original 

an I ſtitution of. it as delineated. in the eh 
all I by. forming an intimate acquaintance Witk 
er- its genius and deſign, with the views and „ 
er- rage Az upon which it was introduced :- , -+ 


* 

4 
4 
v4 
1 


*Y 


it into the world, with its laws and maxims, 

Ve and. with the nature of thoſe ſanctions, by 
% which they have been enforced ? ? And | 
te ſhall, be much miſtaken, if we hope to = 
xe acquire a ſufficient knowlege in theſe par- ö 

ch | ticulars by looking . now and then into 


n N 2 or by reading it or 
ler N win 


* 


20 Tus CHRISTIAN MINISTER, 
eee, with a tranſient and ſuperficial eye. The 


- pas af goſpel'i is a ſcheme full of dignitie and mean- 
E And i it would be the greateſt affront 
offered to the majeſtic of heaven, to think 
that a plan of fo intereſting and extenſive 

a nature, formed in the counſels of eternal 

| wiſdom, ſhould, be underſtood by as little 
| application of mind or exertion of our in- 
tellectual powers, as. ſome familiar ſtorie 
or rang tale. Yer I would not be 
tthougmt to ſpeak of it, as a dark, intricate, 
Lb _ -myſterious | * of principles. It calls 
for aſſiduitie in the ſtudie of ir, not becauſe 
of ies obſcuritie, bur becauſe of its impor- 
55 Like all other grand and 1 5 


r 


1 "ot irs beautie and Th gnificence are 

7 not to be apprehended at a ſingle glance, 
but require a cloſe and accurate inſpection 

and a 1 exerting ſome anſwerable ſtrength 


Sei- Aba hers, Se give me Wade ty? lay be- 

. fore you, ar preh ehend to be rhe beſt 

Argos of ethod of ſudyi Ying 75 enz fo far 
eres my own experience has 

in this matter. Pie 0 1 1 think, very 

. derogate from the wildom of the gol- 

el ſcheme, which Was intended for Nh 

xnefit of mankind in general, to imagine, 

mas the moſt intereſting . and important 

parts of them are not to be underſtood, 

* 1 e eee without 


Fs * ö 


| Tux CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
he without the aid of learning. It is with re- 


n- ſpect only to the more extraneous and leaſt 


nt eſſential, that this aſſiſtance can be abſo- 


nk lutely neceflarie.. Religion, and moralitie Religia. 
ve ff are the capital points. treated of in theſe ſa- 
nal WF cred oracles, and thoſe, to which a 'minif- 
tle ter, in the ſtudie of them, is to direct his 
m- ultimate and moſt ardent attention. Now 
rie for the underſtanding . of any writings, 
be || which chiefly. inſiſt upon ſuch ſubjects as 
te, ¶ theſe, we are in the original frame and ftruc- _ 
ls ture of the human mind ſupplied with very as 
ale I ample powers. And the more theſe primi- 
- tive ſeeds of knowlege are cultivated by the 
ble diligent and impartial exerciſe of our own _ 
are ¶ reaſen upon every topic of religion and of a 
ce, | morals, the better ſhall we be able to unk 
on || derſtand the bible. This therefore is the Morals, | 
th I principal thing to. be attended to by a mi- 
ey niſter, in order to his acquiring a deep and 
Intimate acquaintance with the meaning of 
che ſacred wwtipgs and the ſpirit of the e- 
vangelical ſyſtem. _ The very end of the 
goſpel, was to promote the prevalence and 
dominion of pietie and virtue in the heart a 
of man. This is that < kingdom of God,” 
which it Was deſigned to erect * within 
.. 19 ſtudie thele therefore, f in their firſt ; 
priggp les, and in 25 whole 5 5 of their 
Waere ns, is to ſtudie chriſtian ie, Think 


„ 
freely, think cloſely, think chearfully, think 
copiouſly upon every ſubject of religion, 

. enlightened and irradiated with a Know. 
lege of the ſcriptures far beyond what 


commentaries of others, with an. unani- 


E 


Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
aud you will ſoon find your underſtanding 


can ever be attained by conſulting only the 


mated ſpirit, that has never exerted its own 
1 „„ Tos ies 4 Cay bg tid E203 
faculties in theſe delightful ſpeculations. ' 
By all means, Sir, cultivate an acquain- 


PE 
# 


* 4 


0 


dhe ſacred 
Nous ind ex- 
der the improprietie of a ver But ſtill ® 
there is another original of Much greater m- 


importance in order to the Underſtanding i er 
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ak fon ion, & e e 
. wi BEAR 


principles of reaſon 
8 explain and illuſtrate, o recommend and 
"6K enforce this very ſyſtem, was the ultimate 
hi deſign. of chriſtianitie, And it is theſe 


= principles only, that can Gy pplic us with 
any certain teſt or criterj 


hy judge. of the ſenſe of 4 e revela- 
5 tion. To, the Jaw of nature there 
if and to the *teſtimonie” of reaſon we muſt 


vin finally appeal, when about to examine, how 


1 


any particular af 
nfe conſonant to k | 


5 words, in wel the 1 Sys revelarion I is ex- 


nd of nature. To 


which to 


| far ſuch or ſuch” an interpretation given ta 


"Te. preſſed,” 'as renounce the uſe of his own rea- 


23 


A 
Religion, 


this Jon in matters of religion, and then hope to 


ſco-· | underſtand the ſenfe of it. And, on the | 


Hoa other hand, he, who has acc uired a deep 


ex- and penetrating knowlege of natural reli- pn 


un. Sion in its various principles and obligations, 
fein ef che force of its laws and energie of its 
er a, will be able to form. 2 much 14 05 


1 4 


- true meaning pie te bots tis parti- 


_ cular 


els: \ 
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2 with the ancient authors off Greece and 


thors. 


tho' this ſhould' 


the iſuftrarion of the holy feriptures. 
. who: a oe unde Naa, W 8 0 ph 


ter of hit ghand A wr 


vas ermis TAN MISTER. 


Ot lar paſſages occuring in theſe writings #6 
in a manner very ee upon 


the formalitie and apparatus of learned eri- 5 
ticiſm. And yer fo far will his acquain- * 
tance with the original principles. of religi -I vi 


on, as founded 5 nature, ſo far, will it be 30 
from inclin - 45 m to throw any Contempt I th 
por Le quilitions, that he will by A 
lis. ans ſee the im 


more diſrinly, be furniſhed With more in- fa 
ſp iring motives to purſue them, and. be bet- 4 


| r qualified for making a Proper uſe of Þ} -- 
— in the ſervice 'of Heide d. for 5 


He, 


without the aid of learning che man, tn 
who, of all others, will 32 "oſt by i it 8 
in the ſtudie of them, / Beſides, it is a mat- | ti 


＋ al Ames, in Acquir- be 
to be as at "acquainted as [poſſible x. 


Rome. And this, not ſo much for the 3 
fake of as Ae words and phraſes, bi 
made a ſecondarie end ac 


_ and will eaſily accompanie 


"= 94 


religious and moral 
 ſentations, 'hich 


tant one of 3 an inrimac 
en „ 


theſe k. cl * 855 © Wy 
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imaginable, - the beautie and energie of 


thoſe we meet with in the ſcriptures. And 


with the fame view I would recommend the 


frequent . peruſal of our own engliſh di- 
vines and practical authors, who lived in 
the laſt centurie, eſpecially from about 
the middle of it to the end; to. ether 
with ſeveral. who | wrote at the begining 

of the preſent. Their writings, by the 
bie ſentiments they contain, by the ex- 
alted views they continually exhibit of the 
pious and moral temper, cannot but great- 


Re 


Britiſh, 


ly contribute to the eſtabliſhing of our | 


judgment in the true notion or ſyſtem of 
religion. And can we have a better help 


than this towards the underſtanding of the 


. ? Nor is this all. In theſe wri- 


tings there will be found a very great gum- 


ber of paſſages cited from the old and new 


teſtament; and illuſtrated, perhaps in a man- 


ner much more ſatisfaQorie, than by any 


interpretation of them, that is to be met 
with in the profefled annotators upon the 


bible. To theſe by all means ſhould be 


added many very valuable authors in the 


ſame ſpecies of writing of the preſent day. 
In ſhort all ſtrong, nervous compoſitions 
ypon divine and moral ſubjects, whether 


pagan or chriſtian, whether of the primi- 
tive: or 10 che hens church, ſhould be dili- 


SS” Ld 
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ge and famiiliarly ſtudied, in order to- 


e improving of ourſelves 1 in the know- 
ledge of chriſtianitie. Theſe are the very 
ſubjects treated of in the goſpel itſelf. Cer- 


tainly then it muſt be by converſing with 


ſuch, writings as theſe, that we ſhall enter 


more and more into the ſpirit and meaning 


of it. Another thing, that 1 will venture 


to recommend to you in the ſtudie of the 


s Senſe. 


holy ſcriptures, is, not to be too diffident 
of your own abilitie for finding out the 
meaning of any particular paſſage or por- 
tion of it. If the pſalmiſts, prophets, | 
poltles, and evangeliſts really wrote ſe 


as moſt aſſuredly they did, it cannot, _ 


would think, beſo extremely difficult a mat- 
ter, as ſome ſeem to imagine, for a man of 


ſenſe, by attending only to their expreſſion 


and manner of writing, to underſtand. their 


meaning, in whatever is of higheſt moment 
and moſt worthie of being underſtood. 


Never therefore conclude too haſtily with 


reſpect to any paſſage of this kind, that it 


is not to be underſtood without having re- 


| sourſe to a commentator. Think not of 


 applyi ng immediately to this foreign aid. 


1 But Deviouſly trie, whether you Fat CE? ex. | 
an mon it for yourſelf. If you can, a 1775 
For ou 


eal of trouble will be ſpared. And 


find, that you cannot, it will be 5 e- 
e tQ. conſult the, commentator then. 


; by 2 Whereay, 


Tus CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 

0: © Whereas, if you make; your firſt applica- 
tion there, you will poſſibly meet with ſome 
cold, infipid interpretation of the paſ- 
'- MW fage, with which, it may be, you will be 
h content; when perhaps by a little thought 
er and meditation you might have found out ycaitation: 
gaga much better of your own. Some lively, 

ic IF cflicacious meaning might have offered it- 

he ſelf to your reflection, which, unleſs you 

nt purſue this method, may be for ever veiled 

from your eyes. I ſay not theſe things 

r wich any view of derogating from the merit 

-< of r labors; which have by ſo-many 

e, pious, learned and ingenious men been 

ne employed in commenting upon facred 

t- I ſcripture. But the more you exerciſe your 

of own thought and judgment in ſearching in- 

on to the ſenſe of ir, the better uſe you will be 

-I able to make of their aſſiſtance. By fol- 


Ot I lowing this courſe likewiſe you will greatly 
d. improve and ſtrengthen your own under- 
5 ſtanding. Whereas by depending intirely 


upon anothers, your faculties will be apt 
to contract a kind of ruſt, and an inabilitie 

for exerting themſelves in their proper 
ſphere, It is going a great way towards 
finding out the ſenſe of any particular paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture to determine, what is not 
the ſenſe of it. And this you will eaſily 
edo, by having previouſly laid that founda- 

N- tion in che ſtudie of natural religion, of 
„CCͤͥͤͥÜ.Ü T4z8 


and 2 


tice! deligh 


Tus CHRISTIAN MINIST ER. 


which we have already ſpoken. Another 
thing, that will greatly. contribute towards 
throwing a light upon the ſacred ſcriptures, 
is the making diligent obſervations upon the 
temper, habits, views and behavior of man- 


kind, in the ſeveral conditions of life; and 
particularly upon your own. It is of theſe 


very things the ſcripture treats. And the 


more experience you acquire 1n relation to 
them, the more accurately by far will you 


be able to underſtand it. But after all, 
neither knowlege, nor learning, neither 
obſervation, nor experience, will be of 
much avail towards leading you into the 


c ſecret of the Lord” as contained in theſe 


Love ef jneſtimable writings, unleſs accompanied 


in if, 


ww with a real love of religion, with a practi- 
cal delight in contemplating the truths of 
it, and an ardent deſire of having all your 


affections more completely regulated, pu- 


Tified and refined by its maxims. This 


will enable you daily to diſcover new beau- 
ties, and before unthought of excellen - 
cies in theſe venerable records. And by 


this means your acquaintance with the ſenſe 


and meaning of them will be not ſo much 


the effect of formal pains, as the i _ 


diately reſulting conſequence. of having a 


mind fraught with virtue and addicting it- | 


ſelf with inexpreſſible pleaſure to every ex -· 
weise of By" 80 true is that maxim of the 
4 püſalmiſt, 


„ ee „ ee een w 
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pſalmiſt, that the law of the Lord en- 
« lightens the eyes“, as well as . rejoices 
„ the heart”. 'But it is time we ould 
goon tothe PSF t 


Third obſervation en in the text, 


and that is, that the church or the bodie 
of Chriſt ſtands in need of being edified. 
For the perfecting of the ſaints, for the 
work of the miniſtrie, for the edifying 

of the body of Chriſt.” As faint Paul 
here compares the chriſtian church to a bo- 


die, ſo he elſewhere compares the bodie it- 
ſelf to a houſe. And this is the reaſon of 
his ſpeaking both in the text and in other 
places of the edification of the bodie or 
church of Chriſt. As an infant is to be 


builded up into a man by food and nou- 
riſhment' and exerciſe, juſt ſo is the church 
of Chriſt to be edified or builded up by 
the food of the divine word and the exerci- 
ſes of religion. For where is that indi- 
vidual belonging to it, who is already ar- Be 
_ rived at the maturicie of his chriſtian gra- 
ces? To whatever heights of virtue any of cur 
our hearers may at preſent have attained, 
yet are they to be made ſenſible, that there 
have been many things omited in their 


paſt life, which ought to have been done, 


. 


EDIFICA- 
TION. 


M e 
explained. 


Different. 


in the 


and many things done, which ought to 


have been omited; and that there are im. 


* ſtill to be made by the noble 
„„ G 3 and 
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and capacious powers of the human mind, MW e« 
| rat which they are as yet very far from having v 
een reached. But then beſides theſe, there are c 
others, who, tho' they aſſume the form of f 
godlineſs, have ſcarce attained to any thing tc 
nn religion beyond it. So far are they 
from being arrived to the height, that they 
have ſcarce been initiated into the very ru- 
diments of virtue. And yet theſe are perſons 
very apt to be extremely well ſatisfied with 
themſelves, and with the ſuppoſed perfection 
of their own tempers, for no other reaſon, 
but, becauſe they abſtain from vices that 
are publicly ſcandalous, and attend ſome- 
times with as much heedleſſneſs and in- 
difference of mind, as can well be imagi · 
need, upon the ſocial exerciſes, of devotion. 
1 om A miniſter therefore is to make it his bu- 
#; ſineſs to explain the divine laws of religion 
les Sudli- and moralitie in their utmoſt puritie and in 
rute ; their fulleſt extent. He is to point out 
the ſublimitie and perfection of the. truly 
chriſtian and ſpiritual life in the moſt for- 
cible and convincing terms. He is to 
| ſhew the influence, that the religious and 
virtuous temper will have upon all th 
| powers and upon every affection of the hu- 
Influence, man mind, in the various and almoſtinfinite- 


non. I diverſified circumſtances of human life. 


Lite. And, on the other hand, he is frequently 
to paint the malignitie of ſin in the ſtrongeſt 


colors; 
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colors, and diſtinctly to point out the great 


varjetie, that there is in the kinds or ſpe- 
cies of it. Not one of his hearers is he to 
fuffer, if any pains of his can prevent it 
to fall into that frequently fatal deluſion « of 
concluding himſel 


ticular vices. The horrors. and the aggra- 
vations of moral guilt are to be laid open, 
as it appears either in ſelfiſhneſs or ſenſua- 
litie, in injuſtice, or in idleneſs, as well as 


in thoſe diabolical ſhapes, which ir ſome- 


times wears, of pride, cenſoriouſneſs, 
ingratitude, envy and revenge. And at 


from theſe and all on _—_ — muſt 

upon them to afpire after reat- 
eld us and perfection of internal cha- 
rater, by everie poſſible argument, that 
can be deduced, either from the principles 
of natural religion or the peculiarities of 
the 8 fcheme. I fay, of natural reli- 
For 1 hope you TI not upon an 


conſideration whatſoever, decline the infiſt- 
ing frequently, and at large upon the 


proofs of reh an, axiſing from the ght 


of nature, and amounting to ſuch à * 
and fatisfaQorie demonſtrations in fayot 


of it, 83 not VE too e up, 


to be a man of fair, 
uncorrupted morals, merely on account 
of his freedom from one or two par- 


G 
0 F : 0 


Various 


horrid 


of it. 


tlie ſame time that we diſſuade our hearers MoralChas : 


rafter z 


Dignitie 
and 
perfection 
of it. 
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; | Double se- Pc And if God himſelf has founded 


= B upon © two. immutable things,“ ſhall 

aan of us affect to be wiſer than he? ſhall 

, attempt to weaken its foundations by 

; oy 1 þ it intirely upon one! ? Bur I procede 
; to SGH 

= of ne N N and plot 1 5 obſervations, 

0 5 which we mentioned, as being contained in 

15 254 the words of the text, 55 a We pro- 

poſed at this time, to diſcourſe upon. It 

1 you may remember, that the promo- 

ting that edification of. the chriſtian bodie 

97 which we have been ſpeaking, 1 is the very 

end and defign of the chriſtian miniſtrie. 

BS This is a repreſentation ſo juſt and A 

ttat, inſtead of enlarging upon it, I ſhall 

4t preſent take it for granted; Ae ra- 

ther upon this occaſion, to inſiſt on.; thoſe 

.. Uſeful inferences, that we may collect from 

ſiuch a view of the nature and deſign of 


5 51 the miniſterial office, and then to hint at 


[ this view of it, are peculiarly neceſſfarie, in 
it order to our diſcharging it aright. .. - _ 
I Hes inen As to the firſt of theſe particulars, "This 


and, if poſſi ble, to be effected, in in opp 
tion to very ſtrong and deep- rooted prep 
ſeſſions, to inveterate habits, to great bil 
fulneſs and perverſeneſs, to thoughtleſſneſs 
and inattention, and; in more inſtances 


Ret . 
. 
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ſome. of thoſe diſpoſitions, of mind or vir- 
tuous endowments, which, according to 


4 . 4 ediflcation of our People is.to be <a | 
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perhaps than is generally apprehended, to 
the groſſeſt ignorance, with reſpect to the 
_ frit prineiples of religion, to the very end 
and deſign of it. Our endeavor, in pur- 


fuance of ſuch an attempt, muſt 'be to 
rivet in mens minds ſuch ſolid and ſubſtan- 


tial maxims of virtue, as ſhall render them 


ſuperior to everie poſſible temptation. It 
muſt be to guard their innocence, to enſure 


their integritie, to exalt their pietie. And Cofauen 


* 4 
- 


is there not much to be done in preparing i 


materials proper' for attaining theſe ends ? 
Will. it not call for much pains und labor 
to acquire the habit of throwing theſe ma- 
terials into the moſt perſuaſive and alluring 


form? And how difficult muſt it be, a- 
midſt the neceſſarie avocations and cares of 


life, to keep ourſelves at all times in a pro- 
er frame for carrying on the devotional 


e and from the regular and juſt per- 
ormance of them, - almoſt all, that the 


fervent and' animated pietie can wiſh 
far; tay with reaſon be expected. When we 


lay theſe ſeveral particulars together, how 
dan wye forbear to crie out; "who 1 is ſuf- 


Ancient for theſe things? But this we 
Mould do, not in the language of deſpair, 


bur of manly reſolution and of god-like' 
Mbition,; In the zeal and earneſt deſire of 
4 * our 


from 2 
view 


of 
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Devotional 
exerciſes belonging to our office? Theſe Exerciſes 
are the moſt ſacred branches of our public 
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our hearts, to be as uſeful, as poſſible, in 
promoting the welfare and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs of our people. Again; the fixing 
our eye very attentively upon the nature 


and deſign of our office, according to the 


; Jategr itie. 


in ſaving the ſouls of others we ſhall at 
| leaſt deliver our own.“ If ever we 
feel any riſing; inclination to accomodate our 


view given of it in the text, may be a happie 


means of nn our integritie in the diſ- 
it. And, if this be indeed main- 


charge o 
tained, how little ſucceſs ſoever we may have 


? or that favored partie, or to the falſe 
tuaſte of any particular friend or acquain- 
tance, the attending to the true nature and 


deſign of our office will remind us of that 


reflection of faint Paul, which we ought 
indeed to have habitually upon our hearts; 
«© if I ſeek to pleaſe men I cannot be the 


<< ſervant of Chriſt.” It will put us upon 
aſking ourſelves in ſuch - a caſe; are the 
perſons, whom I am thus diſpoſed to gra- 
tifie, to be ey ee e 5. does my 
acceptance in the ſight of God b. . up- 
on their good opinion of me? it, for the 


fake of pleaſing them, I falfibe the word 


of God, and renounce my integtitie, can 


they make me amends? This view likewiſe 


1 


in general, when properly impreſſed up- 
1 | > I ns wy on 
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. 
in on e mind, will be perpetually fuggeſt- . 
ing to us a great varietie of uſeful hints, in 


J- 

g ae to the moſt ſucceſsful. method = 

re conducting the ſeveral parts of it. Theſe 

i we ſhall always diligently attend to, non 

ie fail to purſue, ſo far as farther reflection 

"i may approve them. And, to add no more 
„under this particular, does not ſuch a re - 

e r as this, of t 2 nature and 8 

it I fig of the miniſterial office it in a. 
5 7 honorable light? muſt it not then nw AM 


afford us very ample encouragement to ur- 
ſue the a of! 's with i inte tie and fri 
fulneſs, notwithſtanding all the difficulties,. 
which upon the fame view of it ſo-naturally- 
occur to. our reflection! ? If the ſole end o 
Fat Eaploymiens, be the religious and. mor: 1. 
provement of mens minds. and temper,. 
and their preparation for eternal felicitie, 
can we conceive of any, that could have 
had more ef e in it, or been more 
acceptable t to a truly generous ambition 4 
is there any ſcene of action, in which, we- 
could have 20 a fairer opportunitie for — 
ciſing ſome of the moſt heroic virtues? 8: 
not this the office of ſome of rhe moſt exalted 
555 enly. ſpirits? was it not for theſe 
erids that our gracious Rear 54 
fall became an inhabitant of earth? 1 
is it not the main and ultimate deſi ign 'o By 
the divine PORTS. 95 as e er „ 
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nie preſent world, to train men up for the 
| immortal Joys of that, which 1 is to come? 
' And, NOW, ſecondly, . and as the conclu- 
floß f tlie Wake es Jet me * wo out in a few 


_ words, ſome of thoſe di ſitions of, mind 
or virtuous qualities, 55 ſeem culiar- 
5 ly neceſſarie, in ofder to our 8 uing the 
a} duties of this fo honorable | empl oy Jen with 
: _ - acceptableneſs and ſucceſs, And, 
Salden. In the firſt place it 1 K evi ent, That 
# one, who deyotes himſelf to the work of 
een the miniſtrie ſhould be a man of great ſelf- 
denial. It is impoſſible to. diſcharge with 
fidelitie the ſeveral duties we have been 
on of, without abridging ourſelves of 
| of thoſe amuſements and pleaſures, 
dach 1 our particular education 
and taſte, or elſe the general vogue and 
faſhion of the world, may diſpoſe us to in- 
dulge. But a miniſter may have other reaſons 
for ſelf-denial. I could heartily wiſh, that 
many of the diſſenting denomination in par- 
ticular were more plentifully p vided {ors 
than they are by their Na 9s 
| pn But if 99 1 05 . or 5 
Not one, there l an £ dient 
oh . And that f ” 40 bin th 77 
1 ſtate of conteft ment with a A ltd 58 his 
will hap ppily y exclude” A. 9 0 Varie ie of 
worldly Cafes and perplexities.. And it 
i will lay a very 1 5 foundagon' 55 cha 1 
; Bi "elevation of — and nas * 
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TE CERT: N | 
"and ſentiment, br we © be ever 
ſtudying to acquire. Nor do 1 know of 

any thing, that is more likely to compoſeouut 
hearts into this contented frame, than the "Ig 
addicting ourſelves as cloſely as Poſſible 0 oY 
r- the peculiar duties of our ſtation. ITißn 
e che purſuit of our ſtudies, if we purſue 
h them aright, in the cultivation of our own 
minds, in the improvement of our own af. 
at fections, we ſhall find inexpreſſibly greater 
of pleaſure, than is ever to be hoped for, from 
i- WW the, vain and trifling amuſements of the 
h ll we. And by this means we ſhall be ſo 
n far ff from regreting our inabilitie to engage 
of ia them, that we ſhall have no inclination to 
„ I do, it, "if, we could. Pen n ads me Ld | | 
n obſerve. in the 9 1 18 12005 -: 
d Second place, that rom. "the; "acctdd; Aﬀiduitiez 
1 that has been given of the nature and de- 
1s f gn of the miniſterial office, it plainly 
Eft that, . whoever , undertakes, it, Nona 
bea of great induſtrie and application. 
rotius inquired of the perſon, to - Fi 
ho e had commited; the care of his 
ſon's. education, into the character of the | 
outhz, his. queſtion was; does he love 1 
br r?”:, He knew. that he would 
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Jo ie, if if he did not. And ſure, 74 on 
1 « ing des nor < love labor, he is 
ſo far Fel 14 15 a, He being a, miniſter. of the 
ſpel. A he does , love it, it wii 
5 3 4 | <6. ab "A ] 


venture to lay ir "down as 4/ maxim, that an 


+ View. wilt be. Ic will propor ortiondbliy enlarge lk 
f your views, ſtrengthen your Rede ex - an 


* „ pand your invention, elevate and invigorate I inf 
Aﬀcions, your affections. And on all theſe accounts, ¶ che 
diligence and aſſiduitie in the difcharge of ha 

our office, will render the neceſſarie la- ou 

ors of it not only eaſy but delightful. And I be 

when -ONce the ſpirit of induſtrie i 18 become ve 
habitual to the mind of one who under- m 
takes it, it will put him upon every expe.- -. 

a. dient of redeeming his precious time, and if be 
incline him to look upon thoſe, as the worſt 4 

of robbers, who would rob him of that. 13 

He will dread the thought of win "oo wi 
important hours of life in unn in 
incdalgences, idle amuſements, , | 35 — fa 
companie, or vain, impertinent viſits. In N of 
reference however to this laſt particular a IM © 
thi 

in 

wi 

to 

un 


75 


Victing. miniſter of the goſpel is to remember the 
£ obligation; he lies under to viſit his people, 
in order to ingratiate himſelf into their af- 
fections by his affable and courteous con- 
verſation, to adminiſter to them the com- 

forts of religion in their diſtreſſes, td have @ 

an opportunitie of diſcerning both the ex- 
cellencies and defects of their reſp «tive 
characters, to enter into free and familiar 
diſcourſe witli them upon the ſubject of re- 
ih - 0 In boch an ig he in- 
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at Wand inclinations, as will be -alifting 

k to him in his public ſervices. | Theſe viſiti s 
3 * may be very happily improved = we 
a opportunitie of conveying the moſt uſeful - YM 
te inſtructions into the minds of children and 1 
„ che younger part of a familie. And per- . 
of haps, upon ſome occaſions, the addreſſing 

a. ourſelves more immediately to theſe may 

d be the propereſt method of ſuggeſting ſome 

e very Pts Hints: kak de eder Oude 8 

„ | more-in. che ß 
e- Tbird place i it An FEE all flies has Reſolutionz - 


d IF been, ſaid, that a miniſter had need to be 
it I a man of great reſolution. . Tf he ſtrictiỹx 
t. adhetes to that tenor of life, which beſt ſutes 
4 with che nature, of his office he muſt live 
ie in an almoſt perpetual contradiction to the 5 
1S faſhion and — to the taſte and reliſh rolling. 
n IN of: the world and meet Perhaps with the 
2 i moſt unkind and cruel „ from 
e thoſe, with wham he may be —— Connelly 
„ in the very neareſt relations of liſe. He 5% 
f Wilh have numerous and daily temptations 
to eneniniter at leaſt, till ay the force of 
un wearied reſolution he has at length 
| — them and is able to ſay in 
2 . v faith; 1 


e er Chriſt; iwho 

af Nene Ine the language, I | 

4 0 — — can 

- I focffetually;contributeto his acquiring this Z 
15 2 dipoſition, as dhe w— 


. 


I: 


0 intance, with the realitie and 

he ul — ms religion, the refering himſelf in- 

* tirely and chearfylly to God, and making 

it his higheſt ambition to pleaſe and reſem- 

ble him. And that we inay fix our minds 

in a ſteady adherence to the beſt and wor. 

dhieſt maxims of behavior we might do well 

to be frequently eee, -> with the writ- 

ten i lives and characters of of thoſe, whether 

miniſters or others, who have moſt of all 

diſtinguiſned themſelves, in proſecuting the 

ſeyeral duties both of their general profeſ- 

ſion as chriſtians, and of Lara particular 

kerne ſituations in life. 1 — will both 

_ enlighten and, animate. They will di; - 
_ Keilaftd en Jour views, with reſpect t 

tlie vature of your chriſtian and miniſterial 
ehe obligations. Tou cannot hut contem 

them with admiration, {You cannot but 

have your thoughts by tliis means directed, 

«pram? to that exalted bliſs; | with: which ſuch it; 

., 29% Juſtrious virtue is now rewarded in the ever- 

laſting kingdom of heaven. Vou cannot 

but canceive a very high idea of the ſub- 

155 lime ſatisfaction, which menof this cha- 

ac nne Zeven ing the: preſent world, 

_ richly c [:alliothe>fatigues. they 

underwent, or difficultiestheyibadito ftrug- 

25 —— reflestions will he 10 
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And we beſeech you, FROG 10 1 
know them, who labor abor among you. E 
and are over you in the Lord, and 
admoniſh you; and to eſteem them 
very highly in love for their Works | 
fake. E be at s among g Jour. 


ſelves, | 1 eee ee 
| 5 3 11 + tr S4 TY iv 


it 51 220 Wie „ 
are 45 well known to 92 a wn e 
ee you Da theſe — and chien 

has been for ſo 


i po 
em ta render it _ urnecel | 
you ſhould now be fen in ns 1 
or formal manner of thoſe — — 
that ſo powerfully and n 
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True CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
loſs to diſcern the proprietie and uſefulneſs 
Incentives of theſe annual exhortations, as well as of 
Tus ydar annuat conlection; and of urging 
to it. the motives of chriſtian charitie even upon 
| thoſe, whom, we believe, to be come hi- 
ther on purpoſe to, embrace one of the fair- 
eſt opportunities, that can eaſily occur for 
the exerciſe o it. Some of the -beſt. de- 
Neceffite ſigns, and which for a while have been 
highly. proſperoub and floriſhing, have at 
length failed and ſunk- into ruin fof want 
of Having thoſę principles, upon which 
bad were at · firſt eſtabliſhed, duly cheriſh- 
N invigorated afteſn. Good 85 
3 u $7 4 |, <=oj however happily 
1 will by no means ſupport themſ 
| reer without farther meaſures taken on ou 
bart fer cher ftabilitie and ſuccels, | / 
aba Fdnlyeby che abiding energie of the ſame 45 
mating ſpirit, which gave riſe to them, 
_ctharchiey-can; he held up, even to that de- 
out of perfection in which they firſt ap- 
e e de might as well believe, 
"great and-beneficial undertakings, ge- 
nerous Plans for public uſefulneſs and ex- 
Tenſive have had their "begining 
from: ſome firange, ' myſterious, unaccount- 
able enchantment, without the prec 
. amy conſcious, active mind, 28 
retain their conſiſtencie and 
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heir We de on to anſwer the . 


A1 2 HRISTIAN MINISTER. 
5 y Her notwithſtanding the ur 


modeled upon the principles of order and 
cconomie, if there be not as ſincere, as 


direct, as ſtedfaſt a deſign to adhere to 


theſe - principles in the ſubſequent govern- 


ment of it, and to keep up an habitual ſen- 
ibilitie of their importance, as there was 


at firſt to introduce them? what to a ſtate; 
that its founders were lovers of libertie, 


bold in defending it, wiſe and cautious 
in laying the baſis of its perpetuitie, if 
their degenerate ſons have but juſt ſpirit 
enough to wiſh for this, without exerting 


2 fingle effort of their own in its behalf, 
or being the leaſt alarmed at that corrup- 
tion and degeneracie of manners, which, 
according to the concuring teſtimonie of 
univerſal». hiſtorie, appear to be the certain 
bane and abſolute deſtruction of everie ſtate 


or national communitie, in which they have 
generally diffuſed themſelves. © Thoſe „ 1 


lic rights and honors, that have in one age 
been contended for at the expence of eaſe, 
of treaſure, and of blood, have in the very = 
nent been ſacrificed to effeminacie, to lux⸗ 
So avarice, to pride; and through a 
ail ng and Ou — 28 inattention to 
es worth andi ** nce, become total- 


Math 3 HA 


| . 5 5 1 
c 


moſt negligence in this reſpect, A thoſe, who | 
| firſt ſet them on foot. What can it Siquiſie to 
a familie, that it was originally formed and 


* 


| . by: can: In ſhort, indifference | his 
e is to any wiſe or honorable meaſures N we 
a2 - thoſe, who. have formerly abetted I dal 
3 muſt of neceſſitie terminate in their iſ me 

ruin, even tho no oppoſition ſhould be its 
made to them from any other quarter. the 
Nor only does it implie the abſence of thoſe © of 
warm and vigorous principles, which at I eve 

firſt produced them, but, when once, like. ¶ red 

wiſe, the mind is thus unbraced and be- a © 
come enervate, it is impoſſible we ſhould che 

long hold out againſt the encroachment of ten- 
bother paſſions, which will gradually and I ſha 
inſenſibly create an oppoſite intereſt in our ¶ mai 
' own; hearts, and conſequently a growing mir 
2 averſion to what we once 0 July __— gen 
=. prir 
= 3 ork is 8 generous man af wit] 
mong you, how great ſoever may have iſ we 


vale been the ardor of your charitie, how ſtrong I fiſte 
. ſoever the flame of your pious zeal, that I forr 
"OR waild not feel with the utmoſt diſdain, the for 
unnatural, preſumptuons flatterie of being I plea 
told, that he had already. attained to the Ul prol 
- utmoſt height of chriſtian benevolence, that I tual 
he was not only abſolutely ſecured againſt of d 
linking into the languors of declining vir- || con 
tue, _ that his ſympathie towards: the {ff the 
diſtreſſed and unhappie could not poſſibly mor 
be more enlarged, his friendſhip to the I fero 
good — virt ; . or to ſome ] blen 
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e 1 iich exalted? The more deſirous 


$ Kee oy the ſpirit of that lauda- 
d dable, public arts en which we are now 


met on purpoſe to encourage, to, at leaſt, 
its preſent height, the more we dread the 
thought of its being by any negligence 
of ours concuring with - ſuch external 
events, as may now be little 


a once fair, lovely and compacted ſcheme, 


tended; and its glory encreaſed, the more 
mall we welcome any attempt expreſsly 
made, with the deſign of recalling our 
minds ane w/ to the conſideration of thoſe 


principles upon which we have already and 
a- ¶ with ſo much honor engaged in it. So far ſhall 


ve we be from eſteeming this to be an incon- 
ng fiſtent or ſuperfluous labor, on account of its 
ut former ſucceſs, or preſent ſecuritie, that 
the for theſe very reaſons we ſhall be the better 


ng pleaſed with whatever carries in it the leaſt 
che probabilitie of enſuring it, ſtill more effec- 


hat I tually, againſt every means and ſymptom + 94.268 


nft of declenſion. The greater ſatisfaction and 
ir- ¶ complacencie you have formerly taken in 


the the exerciſe of mercie and compaſſion, the 


bly more ſuſceptible muſt you ſtill be of theſe ge- 
the || ferous impreſſions. By having the reaſana- 


„„ 
reduced at length to the fickly remains f 


generous, thoſe intereſting, and important 


me vleneſs and high i OY Fthoſe you p 


the more we wiſh to have its uſefulneſs ex- „ 


nnn err 
ples, e «his Tharitie hab been eſta · 


/ bliſhed,: now laid before you, you will natu- | 
rally be led to look back with pleaſing reflec- 
tion on the encouragement you have hither a 


to given it. And by this means you will, 1 
hope, be prompted to look forward, Wich . 
ſtill increaſing ſentiments of generoſitie to- 
Farqds thoſe, who are ſlill depending upon 
| your aſliftance.On theſe principles, and with . 
12 theſe. views it is, that I have choſen to diſ- I ; 
eg, courſe upon the preſent occaſion, from that x 
2 paſſage of ſcripture, that has juſt now been ©} . 
reeited. It contains the exhortation} of an 7 
evangelical - and, inſpired welt very ſo- y 
an, and  pathetically / addreſſed to the 
Theſſalonian chriſtians, 40 nd we beſeech le 
you, brethren, to know them, who la- 44 
bor among you, and are over. you in the Þ ,, 
Lord, and admoniſh you; and to eſteem h 
„them very highly; in love for their works * 
fie 

is 


ES... e ſake.;; And be at peace among your- 
1 4e ſelves. 5 wet hs Siſcpuring dn which 
1 words. I Ae N * 
i Method of _ Firſt place, briefly to conſider the ac- 15 
1 count, that is here given us of a ee 1 
B C er and office. 
i ": Secondly. to illuſtrate thoſe duties, 85 
are here inculcated upon thoſe, - who, are 
connected with him, by virtue of this cha- 
I . . or office he fuſains and a: ek to 
=, Sk | . | | a | "I 


which theſe duties are founded; 


character and office. 


_ * among” his people. And every one, Tam 
certain, that has any tolerable apprehenſions 


to hear us, with any ſufficient degree of at- 
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of this mutual relation; and alſo upon all 
others in general towards any one ſtanding . 
in the ſame relation, and faithfully on. 
charging the obligations of it. = 
Thirdly, To conſider the reaſon, upon - "If 
205 their 138 
works ſake.” And then in WW fs 
Fourth place, more directly ro applie 
che ſubject to the peculiar deſign of. our 
preſent meeting. 
"Firſt I am briefly to conſider has. ac- NY T 
count, which is here given us of a miniſter's 4 Minis. 41 
And it conſiſts, as E. | 
may obſerve, of three particulars, EA 
In the firſt place a miniſter is here = 
ſcribed and ſpoken of as one who © labors 


concerning the nature and deſign of the 
miniſterial employment, muſt be fully ſatiſ- 
fied, that it is in truth, a laborious one. It 
is no ſmall difficultie even to engage men 


tention. We may indeed reſolve at all advennk 
tures to addreſs ourſelves to ſome rr 
favorite prejudices. And in that caſe any : 

man may be attended to. What, however, in 72S 

the mean time, muſt we think of his integrie © - 7 
tie? But otherwiſe, and ſuppoſing a miniſter 
. an upon himſelf as obliged to ſtudie the 

npet > proj Judices' and eee of his 
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| indlcriminarcly, but of Knowing, how he 


beſt promote their real intereſts, which 
y often think to be by counter acting 
oppoſing their p preſent taſte ant incli- 


nation; what care be taken? how much 


labor employed and induſtrie exerted in 
order to his being heard, even in ſuch a 


manner, as to give him any preſent ſatiſ· 


faction? But how much more difficult 
ſtill to be heard in ſuch a manner, as to get 
the better of thoſe prepoſſeſſions, he would 


to gladly eradicate, and to gain a victorie 


over thoſe corrupt and evil habits he ſo 
1 deſites to ſubdue? And yet this fi- 


3 5 1 ſucceſs i is what 1 BrAprn to the in- 


oritie and: goodneſs of his views, we muſt 
fe 2 his chief and ultimate aim. 
Even the apoſtles themſelyes had not, as I 
preſume, a more arduoiis taſſ in chis reſpect, 

than thoſe, who in theſe modern times un- 


dertake, with due ſimplicitie of heart, the 
defence and W of the goſpel. They 
dee p-rooted.. prejudices. ol 
But then they | 


had, it is true, 


everie kind to, encounter. . 


had mirai ulous nen, by the help of 
which to carrie on conteſt. Could a 


3 — chriſtian miniſter nowz a- days, Work only 
| two inconteſtable miracles in the 


one Of, LWO 

ze of his audience, how might he triumph 
in the ſecuritie he had of being Pro, 
ly — to for the future; even tho 


what | 


x * 
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what he delivered ſhould be ever ſo much 
deſtitute of the regular and ſtudied arts ß 
inſinuation and addreſs, or ever ſo contrarie 1 
to their prejudicate opinions and long in- 18 
dulged vices? . But certain it is, that men 18 
were not in the days of the apoſtles more 44 
attached to the idols of ſilver and gold e- 14%. I 
re ted in their temples, than they are now: . 
to thoſe of ſuperſtition, bigotrie and iniqui- 
tie, that have got poſſeſſion of their hearts. 
And yet how ſmall are our advantages for 
bringing down theſe idols, like Dagon, be- 
fore the ark, in compariſon of thoſe, wich 
theſe primitive miniſters of the new teſ- 


„ rament” enjoyed, and which can only be 
' in a very imperfect. degree eotapenfired by 


 indefatigable application. I would only bz. 
Wl ferve farther under this head, that as la 
«. boring among”? a people is here made to l 
„de one eſſential characteriſtic of a chriſtian 
* miniſter, as well as being over” them in the 
* Lord,” and toſtand in neceſſarie conjunc- 
don with it, we may from hence very na- 
of turally conclude, that none can be ſaid ro A 
1 be © over” any people © in' the Lord,” ; 
whatever peculiarly ſacred relation or vene- — ll 
„ cable character they may aſſume, who do oY 
not labor among them at all: But this leads _ 4 
be us to conſider more diſtinctly the meaning eee 
Ph of "hk 19 Maron EE e | : 


3 
2 . 
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eee 4 The ſecond thing obſervable in the text 
Fee with relation to the miniſterial office. Mi- 

niſters are here repreſented, as being over” 
their people © in the Lord.” The mean- 
ing ot which cannot, I think, be better 
explained, than by the conduct of the apoſ- 
tles, from one of whoſe number it is, that 
Rx we have received this deſcription or ac- 
count of it. For it muſt ſurely be un- 
pPardonable inſolence, in any of ſucceding 
1 times to claim, under the character of chrii- 
_ tian miniſters, higher privileges and grea- 
ter prerogatives, than appear to have been 
Apeſtles. Ever claimed even by the apoſtles them- 
ſelves. And what can be more evident, 
throughout all their Wwritings, and the whole 
courſe of their behavior, than that they af. 
fected no airs of preeminence or ſuperior 
dignitie, but adhered inviolably to that max- 
im of our bleſſed Savior's: He that is the 
« greateſt among you let him be the ſervant 
«of all.” That is, let there be no other 
precedencie among you, than that, which 
arriſes from a ſuperior zeal and more diſtin- 
guiſhed ardor in ſerving the cauſe and in- 
tereſt of the goſpel. What can be more 
evident, than that the deference, which 
| they expected to be paid to their deciſions, 
Authoritie. was founded upon no other authoritie, than 
| that, which was derived from truth, from 
the conformitie on theſe deciſions to the 
: | doctrine | 
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doctrine of our bleſſed Savior himfelf, and 

upon the miraculous powers, with which 
he had inveſted them, as his miniſters and 
apoſtles? And even with reſpect to this 


authoritie, venerable as indeed it was, they __ 
not only permitted, but injoined it upon 


everie one to determine, according to the 


judgment and conviction of his own mind, 
not (inſiſting upon any prerogative whatſo- 


ever, or the leaſt degree of reſpect, on the 
footing only of blind obedience, or impli- 
cite faith. And as they were far from a- 
vowing any preragatives of this fort, fo 
neither did they endeavor by craft or poli- 
eie to acquire them. Whatever reſpect and 


: honor naturally reſulted from each ones 
perſonal integritie, each one did for himſelf 


modeſtly. accept of, and, upon juſt occa- 


Hons vindicate and aſſert. But we find not 


| the, leaſt traces of their having erected 


- themſelves into a diſtinct, ſeparate, and 
independent order of men, all of whom 
were to be eſteemed more holy and vener- 


able, than the reſt of mankind, abſtractedly 
from each ones individual and perſonal 
merit, and merely for the order's ſake. No 


| ſwelling titles, no ſumptuous badges of diſ- 


tinction, no peculiar forms of homage do we 


find the leaſt intimation of in the ſeripture 


account of their claims and character. And 


pet certainly, if there were ever any men 


9 775 3 ti In 


Doctrine. | 


* 
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in the world, who could have been juſtif⸗ 
1 in aſpiring to privileges of this ſort, 
or reaſonably inveſted with them, on reli- 
gious conſiderations, or the merit of any 
peculiar ſervices done to the chriſtian 
church, it muſt have been they. What 
then? Is it to be concluded from their ha- 


| denn” ving made no ſuch claims as theſe, that 
1 they had no eſteem for the evangelical 8 


or miniſterial office; that they looked upon 
it to be of little or no account? This is the 
inference; that is by many drawn to the 
prejudice of thoſe who denie theſe claims 
when advanced by others. They are re- 


„ Preſented, a8 having a Night opinion of the 
| _ chriſtian miniſtrie, as intending to expoſe 


it to contempt and ridicule, 225 as under - 
mining even the goſpel itſelf. But certain 
ly, without any foundation in reaſon, unleſs 
we can ſuppole the apoſtles themſelves to 


| eg Tora the ſame deſign. But very coinſiſt- 


ently with the moſt honorable opinion of 
che chriſtian miniſtrie; nay, as the neceſſarie 


cConſequence of ſuch an opinion, they be- 
lieved, that its own natural importance. 


would ſufficiently recommend it to men of 
reaſon and competent diſcernment. They 
concluded that thoſe, who engaging in it, 


did with a ſincere and conſtant eye to the 


noble purpoſes it was intended to anſwer, 


exert themſelves I ang and wh 


? 
a 
5 


) 8 


24 wud de as 4 „beer ich eee 
from the wiſe and virtubus, without — | 
artificial methods of recommendation ; and . = 
that thoſe, Who did not, would be far from — 


to collect the meaning of the apoſtle, when | 
he ſpeaks of chriſtian miniſters, as being o: ( 
ver their reſpective congregations in the . 1 the „ 


2 TH to denote the chriſtian religion itſelf. 


that is, deceaſed chriſtians; of ſome, who O expreſiion, 1 
were * in Chriſt” before others, that is, who ; © _Þ 
had made an earlier profeſſion of the goſ- | 


tenor of the chriſtian religion, . neither cir- 


we cumciſion, but a new creature.” When Being e 


_cifes'of religion and the ſolemnities of ſo- 


F — : 
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having any right to it. And from theſe 99 
ſeveral conſiderations we ſhall be able eaſily =_ 


<« Lord.” This latter phraſe is very fre- « Lore; 
uently made uſe of to fignifie the being a | 
chriſtian, or the making a profeſſion of the 
t and ſometimes as another term, by - 


Thus we read of the dead in Chriſt,” Serie | 
| ſenſe of that 


3 and once more, that © in Chriſt”, chat 
de, ccrn to the goſpel conſtitution r oy 
cutciſion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 


therefote chriſtian miniſters are. ſaid to be radelt, 
* ger” their churches © in the Lord,“ the 
'obvious, and natural import of the expreſ- 
fon is; chat it is the proper buſineſs or 
their Ration to carrie on the public exer- 


cial worthip.in the aſſemblies to which they , 
{1 eral 43 erte 1n- ſuch a LR"? as ſhall . 
be 
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| be moſt exactly conformable to the ſpirit 
of the goſpel, and moſt effectually ſub- 
ſerye the ends of it. It is therefore their 
i incumbent dutie, according to the manifeſt 
intent and meaning of this expreſſion, to 
Promote in theſe ſtated exerciſes, the fear, 
the reverence, and the love of God in the 
hearts of their hearers, a moſt devout and 
E humble ſubmiſſion. to his will, and an ar- 
__ . dent deſire of reſembling more and more 
the ſpotleſs and infinite perfections of his 
nature. But we can never look upon it to 
be the indiſpenſable dutie of a chriſtian mi- 
1 niſter, that he ſhould make it his habitual 
© Pulpit. care to render his f{. rvices in the pulpit, as 
| | conducive as poſſible towards enſightenipg 
the underſtandings, exalting the devotion, 
eſtabliſhing, the pious reſolutions, 3 


q 5 


: 15, and con- 
Grming the virtuous ſentiments of his audi- 
ence or people, and that at the ſame time, 
_he ſhould be under no ſort of obligation to 
purſue the like important purpoſes. in the 
general ſcope of his converſation, life and 
Actions. Is a tradeſman never to have his 
thoughts employed abeut his trade or 
buſineſs, bur when actually in his ſhop, 
or in his counting-houſe ? or the huſband- 
man about his agriculture, but when walk- 
ing in his fields? We ſee at once the ab- 
ſurditie of ſuppoſing it. and are we not 
with equal certaincie led to ae 
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ä that by every method, which reaſon, expe- 5 
rience or attentive conſideration may ſug- 


gelt. beſides his public miniſtrations, the 


chriſtian paſtor is to exert himſelf to the 


utmoſt in promoting the confirmation and 


advancement of his people in the ſpirit and 
temper of the goſpel? But | 


Thirdly, another part of the miniſter" 8 
dutie here introduced is, admonition. Who 


“ labor among you, and are over you in 


* 


Admo- 


5 ni tion. 


« the Lord, and admoniſh you. Tho“ 
this diſtinct and particular e of his 


office was clearly enough included in thoſe 


more general expreſſions, that have been 


already conſidered, yet the apoſtle, 1 it ſeems 1 
thought proper to ſpecifie- it apart. At 


the ſame time it is evident, that it cannot 
be naturally or eaſily comprehended within 
the . compaſs of thoſe religious exerciſes, 


which © conſiſt in acts of immediate devo- 
tion and direct addreſſes to the ſ upreme, uni- 


verſal father of ſpirits. And from hence it is. 


I think, to be infered, that thoſe diſcour- 


ſes, which in our religious ſolemnities arg 
addreſſed to the people, and to which only, 


Religious. 
worihip. * 


among the public exerciſes of religion, the . 
dutie of admonition can ſtrictly be refered, | 


enter more eſſentially into the very deſign 


and meaning of theſe public exerciſes than 


many ſeem to be aware of. For allowing, 


as Oy we ought, that of private, 


6 Re; Ds expoſtulation 


Different 
ranches of 
It, 


o . ö - 
7 


tea · ion to 
"them. 
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Preſſion; it is not eaſie to apprehend, how 


this can be at all a dutie, without conſi - 
22 at the ſame time the public exerciſes 


£ devotion, as affording one-of the moſt na- 


ral opportunities for carrying on the ſame 
deſign. Vet by ſome the intention of our pub- 


lic ſolemnities ſeems to be wholly confined 


to prayer and pſalmodie, and the ſubſequent 


dliſcourſe to be conſidered tather as a mere 
form of concluding the ſervice; than as ma- 
king any neceſſarie or very important branch 


of it. Others, indeed, there are, who are 
| Miſtakes in much more attentive to a' ſermon. * But 
then they conſider it merely as an exerciſe - 
of {kill, and as a trial of the preacher's a- 
bilities, inſtead ef looking upon it, as in- 


tended to anſwer the ſame purpoſes in 


common with the other parts of our re- 


ligious and ſocial exereiſes. And, accor- 


55 dingly, they give their attention to it, not 


as practioal hearers, but as decitling critics. 


Ts! is true indeed, that even diſcourſes of 95 
his kind, and introduced in this connection, | 


cannot with ſuch exact Proprietie be con- 


ſidered under the notion of divine worſhip, 
as choſe addreſs, which are immediately 


offered up 20 the ſoverign deitie. Never- 


theleſs, they may Juſtly be comprehended 


under that general idea, even, tho“ we 


mould not . them to conſtitute ſo 
r 0 eſſential 


expoſtulation to be included in the e 


* 
— 


eſfcarial 1 faßt 6 of it. For tern the ſe- 
rious uſe of ſuch means as are well calcu- 


lated! to impreſs our minds with an awful 
veneration for God and his laws, cannot, 


but be a branch of that natural homage, 
which is ndiſpenſably due to him. But there 
is another, and a ſtill more pernicious ex- 

treme, with reference to this matter. The 
mention of which therefore I cannot, upon 
this occaſion, omit. The extreme, I mean, 
is, the looking upon all the acts of devo- 


1 


tion carried on in our public ſolemnities and 


45 preceding an addreſs to the audience as in- 
tended to anſwer no other end, than merely 


that of being an mncrotudtion to it, Au- Disniseet 


 dacious affront offered to the infinite ma- 
jeſtie of heaven and earth; to conſider the 


celebration of his moſt glorious excellencies, 


only as a kind of prelude or preparatorie 
ſcene, to a ſhort and perhaps very low and 
rrifling intercourſe between man and man? 


Amazing inſolence ! to wiſh, as it is co be 


feared, many often do, that the folemn ac- 


8 


knowlegement of God's univerſal govern- 


ment and boundleſs perfections, upon 


which the fate of nature and the hopes of | 


all intelligent beings are depending, to 
with, I fay, that ſuch exerciſes, as theſe, may 
ſoon be.over, for the fake only of grarify- 
ing our curioſitie, or perhaps of inc 
our „ during che remaining fer- 


2 6 vice, | 
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Reciprocal 

duties of a. 

peopi4 
their 


_ Miniſter, 


general, towards. any one ſuſtaining ſuch 


obligations of it. And it is thus expreſ- 
ws 9 81 And we. e e d 
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vice! But give me leave to obſerve once 


more under this particular, that the dutie 
of admonition here ſuppoſed eſſentially to 
belong to the miniſterial office, does in the 
ſtrongeſt manner implie the neceſſitie of 


faithfulneſs, ſinceritie and incorruption in 
thoſe who undertake it. It obliges us to 
the utmoſt impartialitie in inquiring into 
the truth of religion for ourſelves and to in- 
vincible reſolution in making the faireſt and 
fulleſt repreſentations of it to others. For 
what indifferent monitors muſt we be, if 
we either forbear to expoſe this or that par- 
ticular immoralitie for fear of giving offence 


to ſome of our hearers, who may poſſibly 
be Sulltie of it; or if we inculcate ſuch 


principles upon our audience, which have 
rather a tendencie to encourage them in all 


their vices, than to cure them of any? 

I would now procede to the ſecond 
thing propoſed to be conſidered i in our pre- 
ſent diſcourſe. And that is, the dutie, 
which is here made incumbent upon thoſe, 


Who are connected with a miniſter, by vir- 


tue of that office or character already ex- 


p. ained, and in conſequence of this their 


lation to him, and likewiſe upon all in 


a character and faithfully diſcharging the 


* % } 
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. 


adds another dutie of very manifeſt obliga- 
tion, independently of this particular con- 


| har reference to it. And be at peace a: 


„„ or MN WTR 


| office, and the Telation ſubſiſting between 
a miniſter, and the people among whom 


account here given of them, that is not 
highly expreſſive and emphatical. We Emphatical 


beſeech you, ſays the apoſtle to. know rags „ - 
them who labor among you, and are over 2 


_ ing the nature and deſign of his office. And 
they ſhould be able, either to regulate their 


be : her falſe and eee what mult he 
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<« to know them, who labor among you, 
« and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
0 monith you; and to eſteem them very 
“ highly in love.“ To which the apoſtle - 


. 


nection, but, which may nevertheleſs be 
very uſefully inſiſted upon with a pecu- 


« mong yourſelves.” As for the former 
duties, more immediately and diſtinctly re- 
ſulting from the. nature of the miniſterial 


he labors, there is not a ſingle word in the 


< you in the Lord, and admoniſh you“. 
This ſtrongly implies an obligation incun: 
bent upon "the people, as well as upon their. 

miniſter, to acquire, and to familiarize. to 
themſelves, proper apprehenſions concern- 


indeed without this, how is it poſſible that Miniger nes. 


expectations from him, or to make the juſt 
improvement of his miniſtrations among 
them? When a peoples notions upon this 


% 
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2 or” other of the ao, that T am going to 
|. mention. Eicher the miniſter will reſolve 
21 an rate to humor their prejudices, and 

cheriſh their miſapprehenſions, Whatever 


a y may happen to be, and thus to ren- 
; Aer His minifterix] Mbers An act of homage 
His people, fnſtœad of fervice to his God. 

Or if befwuld abhor the thought of this 


— 
te think; 1 he is forgeting his aue 
towards thetm 


ſt his b views, and 


charging it wich the utmoſt ficelitie, and 
with the tendereſt concern for their real wel- 


Hin ect of the de 


Aer am 'of tiſiioktc-inſelf. „ Know” then 
| your minifters, as men, whoſe peculiar buſi- 
neſs it is, not to ſerve the intereſts of a par- 


_ ticular partie, not to be advocates for this 


or chat fet of notions, not to be the pro- 


TREE Heaps of mere ſpeculative Enowlege, or 


<ulative truth, not to be 


. cee, not to charm your ears 
with melodious founds, not to amuſe your 


fancies; much leſs to rivet your rejudices, | 
Iv of al fo — Wer 58 ut to in- 


+ e 


confequence ? 0 a my Proba one 


idolatric, the people will” be A Be 
„at the very time he is diſ- 
- Fare.” cs how can they more ſafely judge 


| of the chriſtian miniftrie, than 
grand purpoſe and ultimate 


iN ing your GEL with 
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„ ſobrietie, godlineſs, meekneſs, pa 


tience, charitie; to extirpate every corrupt, 
affection and ſordid paſſion, to render our 
love of goodneſs more ſublime and ardent, 


and your. attachment to the cauſe and inter- 


eſt of virtue, amidſt furzounding diffieul- 
ties, ſnares and vanities, firm and Invincible. 
This precept of the apoſtle likewiſe natu- 
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rally implies, that a people ſkould **-know onen to 


their miniſter, as one whom they themſelves 


by his 


have profeſſedly and deliberately choſen in- le, 


| to their ſocietie, in order to afliſt their de- 
votions, to carrie on their folemn acts of 
praiſe and humble ſu plicarion before the 


doe of Go: Ad 66 wats MS 


reſpect, and to the utmoſt of his power, to 
their religious and moral improvement. 


* 94 
_ N 


And how inconſiſtent muſt it be witk ſuch Confe- 


quence 


A proceding, for this very p ple, after all, — 5 


to content themſelves wit attending upon 
his labors, on particular oecaſions only, or 


merely by the ſtarts of fancy? How i= 


reaſonable, how inequitable, how unnatu- 
ral to expect, that he ſhould be habi 


employing himſelf in offices of this kind, | 
and directing all his thoughts and Purfuits 


to the rendering them more ace e and 
uſeful ; and that they nevertheleſs mould, 
either upon the lighteſt and.moſt frivolous 


from the imaginable, ' abſent themſelves. 


. 


m the ad of . in which he 


4 officiates 3 
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OOH wg or, if there, indulge to ſo muck. 
indolence and inattention, as would cauſe 
his ſervices, were he an angel from heaven, 
to be altogether fruitleſs and unavail - 
ing. Again, to know them, who labor 
„ among you, and are over you in the 
Lord and admoniſh you”, implies the du- 
tie of conſidering and habitually. remem- 
bring, that, if they are faithful and con- 
ſcientious in diſcharging the office they have 
undertaken, it muſt neceſſarily appropri- 
_ - ate by far the greateſt part of their atten- 
tion and their time. It is therefore by no 
means to be wondered at, if they are not 
at libertie to engage in everie little amuſe- 
ment, ment, that may be propoſed to them from 
5 abroad. And it would be the higheſt in- 
3 gratitude. in a people, if they did not en- 
F i © deavorto. lighte ghten theſe neceſſarie fatigues 
F. __ and labors of their function, by puting 
| Liberalitie, them to as little inconvenience as poſſible, 
Niaͤth reſpect to their temporal and worldly 
concerns. But this naturally leads me to 
F- . mention anather obligation very evidently 
1 included, in the dutie of knowing thoſe, 
e who labor among you and that is the 
15 cConſidering, upon all occaſions; that they 
are men of the ſame nature, and of the 
ſame paſſions, with yourſelves. They have 
the ſame wants to be ſupplied, 4. you | 
_ +6: adds to Gaga chem. And ny 
"only 


JJ — gt LD 


a 


\ 
a 


acer, or 
«the hypo 
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imperfections with you, and are liable, like 
you, to wrong views, and miſtaken ap- 
prehenſions of things, and have therefore 


a right to the ſame candid and favorable 


conſtruction to be put both upon their ge- 


neral behavior and their particular actions. 
So that it would be the utmoſt arrogance 


and injuſtice to ſlight and deſpiſe their mi- 
niſtrie, to overlook their intereſt, or to neg- 


lect their welfare, on account only of ſuch 


imperfections, which in other caſes, at leaſt, 


upon the whole. But according to the view 


of things exhibited in the text, there is 
ſomething farther incumbent . a people 
mongſt them in the miniſterial office, than 
merely their making a ſutable proviſion for 
their worldly accommodation, or favora- 
ble allowance for their moral imperfecti- 
ons. And it is both ſolemnly and tenderly 
injoined upon you by the apoſtle, that you 


Or ſocietie towards thoſe; w 


eſteemꝰ them. No man indeed can juſt- 
ly expect to be eſteemed by others, ſolely, 


for his being called a miniſter. Nor can 
any one expreſs himſelf with greater con- 


tempt of everie falſe pretenſion to this char- 
with greater indignation againſt 
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only ſo; but they are incident to the ſame = 


ia yqur. own, you can ſo eaſily reconcile to 
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, __ *ribiite of praiſe and he 


PF <p tm Saint Want due! decent Kue w 
/, that in thoſe times of difficuſtie and danger, 


no one could juſtly maintain the character 
of a chriſtian miniſter, or with ſufficient re- 
ſolution difcharge the duties of it, without 
an ample fund of pie tie, benevolence and 
ſielf⸗denial. And are not theſe tlie qualities, 
_thatthave'inevetie age and natien excited 
the eſteem and approbation of mankind? 

_ Can they be leſs honorable and leſs amiable 
i a chriſtian miniſter, tkan in anorher man? 
Dan a whole life deliberately and ardently 

| devoted to the cauſe of religion, 'virtue and 
Chriſtian libertie be without its merit? And 
are there not even now thoſe difficulties and 


not à littie to illuſtrate chis merit, and af- 
- certain its tale? What, che“ ane l. 
Wuliifig $6 /minifterfal character may de- 
baſe and diſnanor tt? If chere be indeed any 
_ wthers Who untl adorn it, does not 


Me; however, goes 


only to * eee theſe thoſe;” hae Jaber among 

chem, and ure over then in the Lord;” 
dere. but ro *-ſtectii” them sc wery highly,“ fol-— 
_ Hieitous, as it ſhould! feem, that the full 


* Le peculiar virtue might appear 
1 65 


with reſpect, even to chriſtians in general, 


diſcouragements ſubſiſting, as may tend 


dee ec eftsstanee raener tend toenhaner : 
_ 5 he father fill, dere e e ae 


bf or! ſhould: be given 


imate their conduct, and this not 
8 from 5 


Taz CHRISTIAN MINISTER 

from a principle of vanitie or oſtentation, as 
being himſelf a chriſtian preacher, or wich 
an arrogant ambition of engroſſing, in 
belialf of one particular order of men, all 
the merit of human characters, all the 
reverence and affection of human hearts; 
but upon the maxims of natural juſtice 
nd univerſal equitie; and from a per- 
luaſion, that the comfort and uſefulneſs of 
faithful miniſter muſt in a very high 
degree depend upon his being eſteemed 
ind reſpected among his people, according 
to the real Proportion of his good aer 
Once more, he urges it upon them, not 
— 4 « eſteem t oe, who labor among 
them and are over them, in the Lord; 
not only 'to «eſteem them verie highly,“ | 
but to **. eſteem them verie highly in lou. 
By which expreſſion he intended undoubt- 


| edly ſtill more preciſely and Yetermiinately - 7 


ſpect, which he claimed in behaff of a mo- 

| teſt, humble, ſincere and laborio hiſter 

of che goſpel. Many are apt w ink, chat 

they ſufficiently eſteem a man, even the 

bis merit, wich reſpect to themſelves at leaſt. 

I may be verie conſiderable, if they do not 
— absolutely hate him. And, in the lan- 

| | guage of numbers, to wiſh a man very 
I wel, tho' intended to paſs for an expreſ- 

I om of eſteem, means do more; chan that 
| 8 2 not . him wry il. Others * 
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Tu CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
„ are apt to think, that they amply de V. 
th eee eſteem and altection ye no 
LF: oh if they are but exact and punc 
tual in paying their outward compli 

ments and civilicies; eſpecially, if theſe arc 

now and then intermingled with a trite com 
mendation of his ſervices. But the apoſtle 

has verie plainly. determined in the text 
that all thoſe: pretenſions to eſteem are ei 

ther ſenſeleſs or hypocritical, which do not 

Knceritie 8 in ſolid acts of beneficence and 

* triendſhi eee our abilitie, (ran 
| _...: tho, who . appear to be the objects of it. 
5 that, to eſteem, thoſe, who labor among 
1 vou and are over you in the Lord ver 
= 6 highly in love means, in_ ſhort, a real, 
 _  _ cordial and ſubſtantial eſteem, in oppoſii- 
on to the mere ene a or N of 

| it. 
Vaitie, - Before 5 paſs. on to a more nter 
3 conſideration. of the reaſon, upon which 
this injunction, or as I ſhould rather ſay, 
this tender, earneſt entreatie of the apoſtles 

is founded, permit me, in a word or two, 
to conſider the additional exhortation here 
given. And be at peace among your- 

d ſelves.” That charitie in behalf of which 

1 have now the honor of being an interceſ- 
ſor, is a noble monument of what I muſt 
call; whilſt dec excuſe the ſeeming, im- 
„ e oft e — Woll 


Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 69 ²⁊„V 
Would to God, the principle were but 
nore generally diffuſed! Would to God, Facomium 
hat all partie names were aboliſhed, or at . 
kaſt, that they ſtood for nothing more than 
he ſigns of our ideas, not the characteriſ- 
com cal boundaries of our affections! Would 
b God, that no man amongſt us was to be 
eſteemed either more or leſs, merely on ac- 
count of the denomination in which he 
ranks, but according to the good opinion, 
which we have reaſon to entertain of his 
probitie and virtue! How glorious would 
be our name how great our character in 
the chriſtian world! if, notwithſtanding 
our different perſuaſions, we were all uni: 
ted in promoting to the utmoſt, an im- 
partial, candid and unreſerved inveſtigation 
of the truth, without the leaſt diſpoſition 
to any coolneſs of affection, on account of 
what may poſſibly be the very different re- 
ſult of our reſpective inquiries ? | How 
lay, Mmuch would it redound to our honor, if 
tles Nour different ſentiments, inftead of making 
two, Wany breach in our union, contributed only . 
here to illuſtrate it? And how evidently would | 
our- Wit then appear, that we were more intent 
hich ¶ upon the end of religion, than upon ſpecula- 
ting concerning thoſe doctrines, the propa- 
nult gating a belief of which amongſt others, be 
im- they ever ſo clear and well-eſtabliſhed, can 
only be conſidered, as the means of it? 


» 


Were 


Þ 


5 Were all APR and' reſerve of affection 
oon account of particular opinions abſolute 
f2 ly laid aſide, how much more effectuali 
might miniſters in general promote the com 
fi mon edification? and what a happy pledge 
1 might be given us for the ſtabil 
common intereſt? I could not, upon this 
3h | occaſion, excuſe; myſelf; from ſaying thus 
much, on the principle of chriſtian unitie out 
of my own hearty affection for it. To ſay 
more might ſeem to be ſuſpecting ours [ 
80 on therefore to the 
HONOR | Third thing propoſed. Which was to 
miniſterial conſider the reaſon, upon which the apoſtle 
Character. has founded the dutie of © eſteeming, verie 
| ac highly in love, thoſe, who labor among 
ce you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
4 admoniſh you.“ And this is what be lays 
rr to in s behalf, „for their works 
<<. fake!” It is now become a very cuſtoma- 
: rie; and indeed almoſt a reputable thing, 
twW.o throw contempt upon all the ſocial ex- 
KEk.ꝗrtiſes of religion. But ſhall we gong nay, 
5 ſhall we make it even the mark of our po- 
3 liteneſs and good taſte, to deſpiſe, that, con- 
2 BY cerning which, after the moſt deliberate 
on, we: "muſt. be utterly: unable to 
R by any appeal to nature or to reaſon, 
char it is really and in truth contemptible? 
And can this . done in the caſe gens 
us. Do we not believe in a God? 


| | Tix; TAN MIN. 71 
Aion dot ky ing pg feet venerable: ? Geke, 5 
olute do we content ourſelves; with the ſecret "hocial | 
dmiration alone of inferior, limited, hu- ori. 
man virtue? Are we not immediately = 
prompted by this inward admiration. itſelf, 
prompted, for the ſake of our own- atisfac- 
non, of doing honor to the excellencies ve 
1dmire, and of promoting a due eſtimation 
of them amongſt others, gladly to embrace 
everie opportunitie of publicly expreſſing 
this ſentiment of our minds? And can 
1 leſs than this be natural, can leſs: than 
as to this be juſt and equitable, with reſpect 
poſtle to eternal, infinite, immutable: perfection? 
verie Will it be ſaid, that the ſupremely bleſ-— 
nong td father of ſpirits cannot be benefimndd - 

„ and by our: ſervices a It s true: But ãs it not 7 £ 

+ lays I true likewiſe, in relation to numbers ir 
works fellaw-creatures ; / whoſe virtue, neverthes © © 
oma-leſs, iwe:think ourſelves bound-to. celebrate; 

ning, af. whoſe name and character, U whoſecbes 

1 ex-  nevolence;aiid glorious deeds, re think: ic 

nay, highly uſefub and greatly for un omn bo- 

Ld nor to- * up dn ſtated, habituaband::{o> ; 
remembr en? lait, not hen a mani- 
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throughout this world of ours, iu: W 
ed to worlds innumerable, to the intire, 
the immenſe ſyſtem, of all rational and in- 
e ee natures? This great creator and 
ſovereign Lord of all is indeed to be wor- 
ſhiped as God, as a pure and abſolute ſpirit. 
Yet we are to preſent our homage, and to 


”  Tmward inward devotion of our hearts cheriſhed and 
| Devotion. cited by the external, public exerciſes of 
religion, and our virtuous reſolutions by 
| theſe means confirmed. And, if the ſpiri- 
| tual worſhip of God be :ndaed: i in the high- 
eſt degree natural and improving to - the 

- human . what greater inconſiſtencie 
can we any way be guilty of, than to think 
Beterval lightly of thoſe external acts, that are fit- 
ted to mne, and to invigorate theſe in- 
ward ſentiments? Beſides, by our aſſem- 
bling together in a ſerious, grave and re- 
verential manner for the worſhip of God, 
the heavenly flame of devotion may be 
communicated by mutual example, as well 
_Mutel a fed and nouriſhed by the immediate ſo- 


ef i. 


A "th lemnitie of the worſhip: itſelf. Can it be 
3 * denied, that the more firmly we are eſta- 


3 bliſhed by the ſocial exerciſes: of religion, 

1 not only in the belief and perſuaſion of the 
- providence and univerfal: govern- 

e but hae in a Wt and 
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1 offer up our adorations to him, as men; 
1 as beings, who are. capable of having. the. 
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Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. | 
humble ſenſe of his preſence, in an habitual 
deſire to pleaſe him, in a growing ambiti- 
on to be like him, public juſtice, integri- 
tie and happineſs will be more effectually 


provided for? What is it, that has en- 


nobled the names of ſo many illuſtrious 


heroes in the annals of antiquitie, but their 
love and practice of virtue? And can 
the love and * of it be honorable, 

ice of recommending it con- 
temptible or inſignificant? Who will diſ- 


pute the uſefulneſs of ſobrietie, righteouſ- 
nels and general benevolence towards ſe- 
curing the tranquilitie and preſerving the _ .. 
order of human ſocietie. Let a man de- 
nie, if he pleaſe, or rather, if he can, the 
moral obligation of virtue and the realitie 


of it, as being in its own nature a worthie 


and approvable principle of action; yet ne 


cannot, unleſs his underſtanding has been 
to the laſt degree ſtupified by the corrup- 


tion of his heart, he cannot denie, that the 
temper itſelf, in which moral virtue is ſup- 


poſed to conſiſt, is a temper highly bene- 
ficial to ſocietie and conducive to the good 
of man. And if ſo, thoſe inflitutions, that 
are calculated to recommend and inculcate 


it, muſt needs be, in proportion, calcu- 
lated for public utilitie. The more that 
virtuous temper prevails, which it is the 
grand buſineſs and employment of a chriſ= 
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Lenne even oe atheiſtic ee upon Tas ohn 
Principles, allow himſelf to poſſeſs his right 
and propertie. How greatly then muſt the 
importance of ſuch, an office be heightened, 
when the realitie of religion, the truth of 

moral obligations, and the certaintie of a 
future ſtate are admited? I cannot 
therefore, for my own part, conceive of aliy 
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thing more unnatural, any thing more in- 1 

is 

conſiſtent with all pretenſions to foliditie of 8 

thought or refinement of reaſon, * than to 5 

own the principles of religion, to affert th 8 
Hbobligations of virtue, to entertain the &= i 
E+ ©.» 4.7: . |. peftation of a future ſtate; and yet to treat 
PIN 0 

tk the public worſhip of God, either in the le. 2 

12 = vitie of converſation, or by our cold, in- 1 
different attendance upon it, as if it wer * 
nothing more or better than a relic of po- „ 


pular ſuperſtition. Having thus endea- i 
vored to illuſtrate the ſeveral Particulars of 125 

5 the text. I muſt now beg leave in the 
wbt Fourth place, to make a more direct ap- 
3 * plication of the ſubject, than I have yet ſo, 
ns RS, done, to the particular occaſion of our pre of 
ſent meeting. And to this end I ſhall pur 
ſue ina few words the reflections, that hae th. 
| been laſt inſiſted upon. Imagine to your 8 
Miniteral ſelves then a miniſter of the gaſpel inceſ = 
e * Flying k himſelf to the purſuit offs * 

, Knowleg: 


n — n 


0 Tu CHRISTIAN. MINISTER. 8 
K e e merely for the ſake of a 
cuiring it, or making an oſtentatious pa- a 
rade of i it, not for his own private amuſe- 
ment alone, or even with a view only to I 
the ſatisfaction of his own doubts ; but to Farther i- 
e E-qualific himſelf for greater uſefulneſs, and, from 
that he may have the more to communi- © 
o cate. Suppoſe him to be maintaining upon 
his mind à ſacred and reverential love of | 
truth; to be acting under an habitual ſenſe f 
of the divine preſence, and under the firm 
conviction, that none of thoſe ſolemnities 
Jol outward worſhip, which he is called up- 
on ſtatedly to conduct, no kind of ac- 
eeptance, which he may meet with, from 
thoſe among whom he miniſters; no degree 
ol reputation, which he may have acquir- 
ed amongſt mankind in general, can be the 


n: means of recommending. him to the di- 
vine favor, but the integritie alone of his 
10 own: heart and temper. Deſcribe him to 


yourſelves, as inceſſantly inculcating the 
WB; 

- moſt important principles and maxims of 
religion with the deepeſt concern for the 
ö welfare of immortal ſouls, with the moſt 
ſerious and heart- affecting apprehenſions 
of the inattention, forgetfulneſs and back- 
wardneſs of mankind, with reſpect to 
- thoſe religious concerns, which, if their 
pretious ſouls are indeed immortal, muſt 
" HH «ob: the Sins ire” _ we momen- 
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Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
tous nature. Imagine him to do this with 


the greateſt ſelf-denial, with a renunciation 


of everie worldly intereſt, that can come in 
competition with the main end and pur- 


e of his miniſtrie, with an intire wil- 
in 


gneſs to ſacrifice his pleaſure and his caſe, 
and to exert the utmoſt vigor both of bodie 
and of mind, in endevoring to promote 
the cauſe of undiſſembled pietie, of gene- 
: -— virtue and primitive chriſtianitie. Is 


t poſſible to heſitate a moment about _ 


4 uſcfulneſs of ſuch a character? Is it 

- ſible to believe, that a man of ſuch a tem- 
Per, habitually laboring for the good' of an 
- attentive, ' thoughtful, well diſpoſed and af- 
fectionate people, muſt not verie highly 
- contribute by his labors to the promoting 
of everie valuable, ſocial, human intereſt ? 
And yet this is the natural character of a 
chriſtian miniſter. Can induſtrie have a 
more direct or immediate tendencie to pro- 


cure riches, or bodily exerciſe to procure 


health, than the ſervices of ſuch a miniſ- 
er to ſubflantial uſefulneſs? The effect 
of induſtrie may be defeated by imprudence, 


of exerciſe by intemperance, and the natu- 


ral uſefulneſs of the chriſtian miniſtrie, thro 

the influence of various cauſes, be diminiſh- 

ed and obſtructed. But is induſtrie there- 
fore to be diſcarded, bodilie exerciſe avoid- 
ed, or the chriſtian miniſtrie renounced ? 


The 3 or even the abuſe of any in- 
ſtirutions 


7 : 


\ | Tu- CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 11 
\ ſtitutions or meaſures, that have an appi- * 
n rent tendencie, according to their original 
eeſign, and the ſimplicitie of their firſt 
principles, to uſefulneſs and common be- 
nefit, can be no reaſon for rejecting or lay- 

ing them aſide, but is a verie natural one 

| for encouraging and ſupporting them, with 

-a view to their more effectual accom- 

s  pliſhment of thoſe purpoſes, which, in 

e their own nature, they are ſo apparen-- 
. ly fited to anſwer, and ſecuritie a- 

- | gaioſt. the like defects or abuſes for the 

In tuture. - 125 

f. Need 1 to illuſtrate theſe refleQions by ; 

ly I pointing out the many inconveniencies and 

oi diſadyantages, which the miniſters particu- uy 
2? WM larly concerned in the charitable contribu- . + - 
'1 tions before us often labor under, on ae 

a count of their diſſent from the civil eſta- 

>  bliſhment of religion? Whether this diſ- 

re fent be founded upon juſt principles or not, 

. vet their integritie in adhering to it upon 
& their own perſonal conviction of its reaſon- Inte. 2 
e, | ableneſs and neceſſitie will ſurely recom- 4 
u- mend them to the favorable regards of 
o' || everie ingenuous and upright mind. And 
h. ſo has the human heart been formed by the 
te- univerſal father of ſpirits, in ſubſerviencie 
d- to the general principle of benevolence, 
: OM our e to particular perſons na- Benerclss 
in / m3 ˙ꝶ 3ůL amn | 
ns 22 8 2 4 | ; 


al Re- 
denn > tural recommendations to human compaſ- 
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Taz CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
turally flows on beyond themſelves, con- 
tinuing and extending its refreſhing ſtreams, 
even to thoſe, who have any more immes 


diate connections with them; to their ac-.. þ 


quaintance, their friends, their families and 
-- their poſteritie. And to the miniſter him- 
ſelf, while living among his people, ſpend - 
ing his ſtrength, and perhaps ſhortening 
his days in their ſervice, it will be no ſmall 


Femilie. ſatisfaction to know; that his familie, upon 


his deceaſe, and if their circumſtances ſhould 
require it, may find ſome immediate relief 
irom your liberalicie, and even continue to 
ſhare in your bountie, ſo long as their dif- 
per to applie for it. But were the uſeful 
dne characters of thoſe, for the comfort of whoſe 
Campatiion. widows and orphans this charitie is intend- 
a ed, intirely out of the queſtion, [yet would 

this be no juſt bar to the exerciſe of your 

Uiberalitie, upon the preſent occaſion. Real 

want and real diſtreſs are of themſelves na- 


jon to it; ſion and benevolence. I make no doubt, 
What. but that many of thoſe widows, in whoſe 
behalf I am now entreating your kind and 


5 „ 1955 generous aſſiſtance, have contributed not a 


little to the uſefulneſs of the deceaſed: part- 
ners of their lives, by their affable, gentle, 
condeſcending and courteous behavior, by 


their N and oeconomie, by their pa- 
dience 


ſiculties and neceſſities ſnall make it pro- 


Tur CHRISTIAN, MINISTER. 
tience and meekneſs, under mutual diffi- 4 
culties and diſappointments. This i is a con- 
1 ſideration, that ought by all means to en- 
| liven your compaſſion in favor of the col- 
yl lection that is now to be made. Let is it 
dot abſolutely neceſſarie for exciting it. 
[Should there be any caſe, within the known 
extent of this charitie, in which there is 
a little merit to reward; yet ſtill it is a 
cCaſe, in which there is want to be relieved. | 
Our 5 is to be formed according De 
to the model of that which is divine. And Ef 
were that to be ſuſpended for a defect of 
merit; what muſt become of the beſt of 
human race? nay, what of the higheſtt 
19 any elic orders! For even they are ge RS — 
in the fight of God,” but amidft the. 
„ trapſcendent and inconceivable laſtre of his 
infinite Feen ſtand ** chargable with 
wy follie. What, tho* your diſtributions 
amount not to that full relief, which your 
generous diſpoſitions would incline you ſo 
greatly to rejoice in? No one, who is at al! 
e acquainted N in a 01 conſiders, the 45 
exigeneies of a ſtraitened and narrow con- 
. 2 of life, can be inſenſible that what 5 : 
d44 re in fact enabled annually to contribute u , 
1 88 the aſſiſtance of the fatherleſs and e — 1 
” the widows, and which will not, I hope, . 3 
be diminiſhed, but rather encreaſed, muſt” of 
ds be a verie ſeaſonable A welcome, 
FEE fle 
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8" Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
1 ſupplie. And, as to the orphans in par- 
6 _ ticular, how happily, and how amply may it 
5 ſulfice for placing them in ſuch a ſtation 
7 as will at once fecure them againſt the 
temptations of a corrupted world, and en- 
able them after a while, and by the bleſſing 
of God upon an honorable and chearful in- 
duſtrie, to live above the want of ſuch an 
annual ſuccour. Let the refreſhment, that” 
has been already given to the diſtreſſed and 
atfflicted, and the grateful ſenſe of your 
former bounties, which they are at this in- 
_ ſtant bearing upon their hearts, encourage 
you to continue your generous contribu» 
- Gratitude. tions, And, if God has encreaſed your 
worldly ſtore, let this your greater abili- 
tie for doing good, and your own thank 


and heighten your benevolent diſpoſition. 


part of them has been beſtowed, in this 


and other acts of beneficence Ang mercie, 
with what innocence, with what tranquil- 
tie, with what dignitie may you enjoy the 
- reſt? If benevolence be in any degree 
ee to mankind, as it ſurely maſt you. 
* * an opportunitic of refreſting 
i, your 5 


De — quilitie 


fulneſs to God, whoſe - providence has 
made you rich, ” proportionably encreaſe 


How uſefully , and agreeably might ou 
5 conſider your donations to a charitie, like 15 
| Coakecrs- this, as a kind of annual conſecration oF 
aal your worldly poſſeſſions? When a juſt 55 
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your own hearts, as well as of making the Pleaſure, 
+6 heart of the fatherleſs and the widow to \ | 
fing for joy.” To have our wants relieved, 
our ſorrows mitigated, our griefs aſſwaged, 
is the happineſs of humanitie. But to have 
| the power and the diſpoſition to be the au- 
thors of ſuch relief is, in it's degree, a god- 5 
like joy. And ſure I am, that, the more Dini 
we feel ourſelves refreſhed and ſolaced with | 
the conſciouſneſs of well- doing, the more 151 
| like we are to that divine ſavior of the hu- The Divias 
mnan race, whoſe meat and whoſe drink“ Savior. 
it was todo © the will” of his heavenly: fa- 
ther in going about doing good”, © in pro- 
moting our eternal happineſs, and even in 
d ping for the ſake of. our immortal ſouls: | 
And can we refrain from the imitation of 
that amazing and matchleſs compaſſion, 
which we ourſelves profeſs to praiſe, to ad- 
aire, and, in the moſt folemn a&s of de- 
votion, habitually to.commemorate? Our Anceſtors. 
_ anceſtors in this land were once highly 
Famed for the ardor of their attachment to 
a religion, the moſt ſtupid and enſlaving, 
the moſt ignominious to human nature, 
the moſt pernicious to human ſocietie, the 
moſt repugnant to the honor of ſupreme 
Deitie, of any thing, that has ever yet 
been, or probably ever will be called by 
that venerable name. And ſhall we be leſs 
Eaalous in ours to the ſublime and gener- 
3 „ ous 
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i -HRIS' LAN MINISTER: | 
=” ous maxims of a pure and uncorrupted- | 
5 . = -in demonſtrating out TY; for its 
1 glorious privile or in cultivating its 
godlike . foirie' 2 I; a word; for 1 will de- 
tain you no longer; let me entreat you to 
2 conſider the perſons, in whoſe: behalf . 
| Brother have been pleading, as your brethren in 
TT * nature, as your brethren in the goſpel . of 
13 fleſus Chriſt, as aſpiring after the ſame 
OY _—_ immortalitie, which is the object of 
your own moſt intenſe and ardent wiſhes. 
And with theſe endearing conſiderations at 
heart, be kindly. affeftioned” towards 
them, « diſtributingꝰ with chearfulneſs, 
Concluon. with generoſitie, with cordial ane 0 * . 
a < neceſſities of the faints”, Yrs e or | 
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)EFORE we procede. any farther 3 in 
the appointed ſervices of the day, give 
me leave to lay before you a brief account 
of the nature and deſign of them: In every 
thing we do it ſhould be our aim to act 
with ſome determinate end, that ſhall be 


&- ſutable to that religious and aral charac- 


ter, which both as men and as chriſtians 


as a dutie incumbent upon chriſtians in 
common, that they ſnould be © able to give 
«* a reaſon of the hope that is in them.” 


And it ſeems equally neceſſarie, that we 


ſhould be able thus to account for any par- 


ticular tranſactions relative to religion, in 


Actions 
Human 5 | 


15 5 we are ſo ſtrongly bound to maintain. The End to be 
napoſtle Saint Peter ſeems to have urged it * =, 


which we. may at any time engage, In 


thoſe portions of ſcripture, that have now - 


been read to you (theſe were Pſalm xcvi. 
. Nit. ü. _ iv.) the nature, the reaſon- 
. ableneſs, beautie, the uſefulneſs, the 
5 neceſſitie of a ſocial uni, are in a very 


1 | lively 
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5 lively manner pointed out. And ber „ 
Lean ſcarce conceive of a greater abſurdi- 
tie, than to denie the p or afſert 
the inſignificancie of it, Profeſſing at the | 
ſame time to believe in a ſupreme, eternll 
Deitie, poſſeſſed of infinite perfections, wha | 
is the common, univerſal parent of all in- 
telliget natures, and upon whoſe favor 
and mercie we are all of us neceſſarily 
and abſolutely dependent, both for out | 
being and for everie degree of h eſs Wwe 
ceeither enjey, or have in proſpect. Is it 
FpPoſſible, that we ſhould feel in our hearts 
11 - inward veneration for this orious be- 
55 „ Any grateful:or ing 8 ſenſe of his 
rode of expreſfing ne after the: moſt 
teverentiał manner, in ſuch a manner, 
* as may happily contribute towards im- 
3 reſſing the minds of others with 7 
1 Pieus ſentiments, improving, at 
I 55 the ſume time; and exalting the. 9 . 
_ off of our on? can we poſbly form | 
an idea of any thing better calculand . 
= this purpoſe, than the exerciſes: of ſocial, | - 
_ public worſhip? do we ſtand in no need 
Pe being reminded from time to time of 
| the great trutlis and principles of religion, 
ef Of havin them habirually incalcated. 
upon us? or how can any ſuch uſeful-ex- | 
crxeiſes and ſolemnities as theſe be carried 


. fa 
9 
1 


Tua « CHRIS CHAN: MENTS! 
on, without ſome regular n 7 
ed and ſupported for that purpoſe7 
But it may be aſkedʒ may not a people or rens. 4 
a ſocietie werkes e a view 
do the promoting theſe good deſigns, ehuſe 
2 miniſter and authoriſe him in = fulleſt Miaifter, 
and ampleſt manner to conduct their re- | 
ifs ligious ſervices. and the ſtated ſolemnities, - 
|| of their public worſhip,; without the con- 
Caurence of other miniſters? Undoubted- 
ly they may. Nay, they are indeed the NATION. 
only true and proper ſource of whatever 
|  ;Quthoritie any one can have to officiate a- 
mong them in theſe their ſacred ſolemni- 
ties. The perſon, whom a religious ſoci- 
0 etie 1 voluntarily formed, ſh aal 
| <hule for their miniſter, is by that . 
choice itſelf, and his own acceptance of itt. 
| fully authoriſed to exerciſe all paſtoral of- — 
| Hees among them. Other Miniſters have on- 
15 no authoritie to give, no ſpiritual end w- 


C0 4 # 


* + 2484 no graces, no powers to confer upon 
| Him... Shall we then content ourſelves with 

wo ſaying of ſuch ſervices as theſe, which 1. 
| we are now entering upon, that they are 

' _ conformable to the uſual method of ꝓrok q 
ceding upon the like Tocaſtene, and there- 
fore not to be omited? It is true, that 
| there are many, HS attend for years Not a feu 


I +ogether, even upon the ſtated exer- on. F 
i. <iſes/of public, devotion; on no other 2 
3 WH „„ account, = 
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Fs FO account, hk Sock; it 8 the” 9 „ 
1 on the world and become an eſtabliſhed 1 1 
+: form among mankind. But do they in ſo || 


. . act Uke men? 18 it probable, that 
reügious ſervices, engaged in upon no | 
| © better footing than this, ſhould” have | 
; any valuable, at leaſt, any conſiderable in- 
: | fluence upon our hearts and minds? Or | 
| what aſe," can we imagine, will ariſe from 
ther in particular, which are now before 
uus, if conſidered in no other light? But 
. ſurely it is very obvious, that the no power, 
: no authoritie is or can be confered upon your 
4 miniſter by the perſons officiating in ſuch 
E a ſolemnitie as this 3 it is; however, in the 
| - Proprietie nature and tendencie of it very happily a- 
„ vor, i, dapted to impreſs both your minds and his, 
Mo with a deeper and more efficacious ſenſe of |. ' 


EP, oſe mutual obligations you lie under in 
+» conſequence of that relation, which is now |_ 
ſubſiſting between you. This is'@arelation | 
- Future of Which a ſolemn and moſt awful account | 
eount. 5g hereafter to be given before the high tri- 
| bunal of heaven both by him and you. It 
cannot therefore without the utmoſt im- 
Proprietie, without the moſt flagrant de- : 

fe& in the ſentimenes and temper of reli: 
RS gion,. be entered upon, either on your part 
++ © +. or on his, with ſlight and ſuperficial thoughts 
 _— " of the matter, or without the utmoſt ſeri- 

7 2 852 ane: <cliberation of ſpirit. It is a 

: | Sn 1 
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1 Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 89 
relation founded upon principles of the 
higheſt moment, and of everlaſting im- - 
i portance, Not that the falvation of your Salvation 
dſouls does by any means 1 depend f Souls. _ 
| 1 having a ſtated and eſtabliſhed | 
_ courſe of miniſterial ſervices carried on 
among you. For. what then muſt be the 
miſerable lot of thoſe, who, by perſecution, — " 
| or by other means, have been deprived of TR 
every poſſible opportunitie of attending 
upon ſuch exerciſes? What of thoſe, + 
Js who by infirmitie of bodie, are rendered in? 4 
Capable of it? But this it is you are to 3 
remember, that the promoting your ſpiri- 
| Ffual improvement, the welfare and happi- 2 
neſs of your immortal ſouls, is the great, 
che ultimate, che only juſt or natural deſign _ =... © 
of that miniſterial office, to which our. 4 þ 
friend is now devoting himſelf among you 
And if both he and you are faithful, 'dili-' | 
| gent, prudent and ferious in this mutual' 
| *elation, it is an office, that may, and un- 
| doubtedly will, have the moſt happy and 
| beneficial effects towards anſwering theſe . 
high and ſupremely important purpoſes. __ 
Is it not expedient then, Ale every method — LY 
; ſhould be taken to render a ſenſe of the 


| 4 duties belonging to it in the higheſt degree 


| the pure and uncorrupted principles of re-. 
'} 4igion that can have that important effi» m 
. "Ws 115 0 : $% 4 4 | 5 8 5 > 5 , | 1 * | Te 3 : I EIS, | 
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cacie, which now we have been 4:7 WY 


of, or any natural tendencie to make us 


« wiſe unto ſalvation.“ It is theſe alone 
that can purifie and exalt our minds, or form 
us into à godlike diſpoſition and heavenly _ 
ſpirit. At the ſame time it is eaſie to 
recolle& "thoſe various ſuperſtitions, with 
Which the plain and genuine principles of 
religion have been ſo frequently intermin- 


gled, by which their luſtre has been ſo 


much obſcured, and their efficacie ſo greatly . 
abated; nay, which have ſometimes been 
almoſt intirely ſubſtituted -in the room of 


them. If we conſider how many deep- 


rooted prejudices. in favor of theſ ſuper- s 
mankind, and in- 


ſenſibly, yet very powerfully, influence 


ee. their taſte and paſſions; how hard it muſt 
* 3 be to repreſent the ſimple and uncorrupted „ 
daoctrines of religious and moral truth in 


ſach a manner, as to ſubdue theſe preju-, 


E the e Be RE of a truly, chriſtian, 


be one of infinite labor, dif. | a 1 
. 5 ſelf⸗denial. Is ir to be ima: | 
Sined. that theſe: important ends can, 1 (2 


amidſt ny many diſcouraging circumflances, 


&@ MADE: ad int it, ſo many. 
Tontrarie 
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dices, and at the fame time to co teak 
and to eradicate the inveterate habits of 4731 
Vice and iniquitie by. the ſuperior force, , 

better. principles; it Will be eaſily ſeen,, 
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contrarie habits and oppoſing inclinations, 
be accompliſhed, or even ſo much as aimed 
at, with any tolerable ſatisfaction to a mans 
ſelf; without the utmoſt exertion of his Exertions. | 


by ſoul; - without inceſſant. application of 3 
 Mnind, care, watchfulneſs, diligence, pati- = 
1 ence, meekneſs? A miniſter, in ſhort, if © + 


theſe! are the views he is to propoſe to 805 


1 ſelf, and theſe the obſtacles he has to en- — 
- "og counter, muſt: be like the lamp ſpoken of  - |} 
in the moſaic law, that was continually , | 
burning in the tabernacle of the Lord 
Nee Levitic. xxiy. 2, 3, 4. In Ka al d 
| lj however, th the importance and the = 
1 olfice,: mut be "the. glorious, ſublime. and ES. 


godlike pleaſure, pf; diſcharging it 0 Nun 
And, on all theſe accounts, what can be 
rief chan that it ſhould: be en- | 

rcd upon: with that ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, > 
with chat abſolute devotedneſs of mind to WT. 
the fear and, the love of God, with thoſe: a : 
warm and lively ſentiments of benevolence 1 


4 and compaſſion towards our fellow-men and 1 
5 fellow chriſtians, which our Preſent ſervices _ . 2 
7 have ſo natural a tendencie to inſpire. Far- 3 
ders whatever: may be the abilities and Miniterial | 
FA. qualifications! of thoſe, who undertake wil Abilities 
_- "Mrcigious.rhiniftration, for diſcharging it 
. "ih dignitie and honor, with 3 = 35 60 
„ efulneſs ; from whom is * chat they | 
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Tux CHRISTIAN MINISTER, 
have received theſe abilities and powers, 
but from that ſupreme ſource of all exiſ- 
tence, that ſovereign author of everie good 

and perfeft gift; in whom we live and 
„ move and have our being.” Is it not 


eee to his indulgent providence likewiſe, that 


opportunities they enjoy 


all » Who attend upon the ſolemnities of di- 
vine worſhip, are indebted for their liber- 
tie of doing it, and for the undiſturbed 
of making their 
3 to the ©. throne of grace”, in 
_ ſuch a manner, as to themſelves appears 
moſt agreeable to the principles of religion, 
and to thoſe * lively oracles* of chriſtian. 
truth, the knowlege of which they have re- 
. ceived thro? the ſame indulgence of heaven? 
And what can be more natural, than that 
this Bur abſoliits dependance upon the ſo- 
vereign Deitie for all our abilities and pow - 
ers, that our obligations to the divine grace 
and favor for theſe ineſtimable privileges 
Aus, at the commencement of This inte- 
reſting relation between a miniſter and his 
2 be acknowleged in that ſerious and 

otemn manner, Which the ſervices now. 
before us do ſo obviouſly expreſs? But 
they have a ſtill farther meaning; ; and that 
of a very important nature. For they car- 


Aten te rie in their a moſt deliberate and awful ap- 


; POR 8 Peal 
ceritie, the ſimplicitie of heart, the * 


to heaven, as to the integritie and ſin 
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able views, the pure and uncorrupt inten- 
ſocietie I would gladly hope, that you have 


tereſt, or of complying with a national 
and popular cuſtom. Chriſtians are at 


_ preſent very unhappily, and to the unſpeak- 
able prejudice of their common cauſe, chat Particular 
I mean, of vital and practical chriſtianitie, Ber 
addicted to the diſtinguiſhing of them- 
ſelves by partie- names; and ſeem to be ex- 
tremely fond of them. But in that great 
day of public appearance before the tribu- 
nal of Chriſt, which we all profeſs to live 
in the expectation of, it will never once 
be inquired, either by the judge himſelf, or 
any of his heavenly attendants, what de- 
nomination we were of. Nay, we ourſelves, 
in all probabilitie, ſhall long before that 
avful period arrives, have quite forgotten 
it. And as for the outward form alone 
of religious and ſocial worſhip, of what 


avail can it be, of what worth or value in 


4". 


_ choſen a miniſter upon better principles - 
than that of ſupporting merely a partie-in- 


omina- 


tion. 


93 


tions, with which this relation is mutually 
aſſumed. As for you the members of this 


* 


3 


the licht of God, who!“ ſeeth not aß, man fees.. 
.-*. ſeeth”, who ſearcherh the heart,” Who 1. 
requires truth in the inward parts” in 

and intentions of his mind; of what worth 
or value, I ſay, can be theſe merely ex- 


tternal Firms in | he gaht of oc 
the animating principle of inward pietie of 
love to God and of undiſſembled charitie 


do dur brethren in the common profeſſion 
of the goſpel? how dull and tirefome 


tay of them, What! a Wearineſs“ are they, 
When we attend upon them only for form's 
ſake, without any rational conviction, pol. 
ein our own minds of their utilitie and 
77 exceelſencie, without any deliberate aim of 


5 "eat mindedneſs, bur likeneſs to God, and 
1 - our mettneſs for his favor 175 the realms 
F everlaſting light and joy ? Let me 
En © therefore repeat my pleafing hops” that it 
is with the beſt of views, that you have 


7 


ances of the goſpel? Let me indulge the 
thought, that it is with a view of having 


; 5 Sies among you. Let me believe it to be 
1 6a the fake of OE! one in your own” foci- 


and good- will to our fellow creatures, and 


will the ſtated and public exerciſes of re. 
. 5 be thought; ; how apt ſhall we be to | 


. 5 AA * "Noting by means © "them our on re- 
3 gious and moral improvement, our hea- 


{IE choſen one to adminiſter ſtatedly among 
5 "you! in the exerciſes of religion and ordi · 


3 1 that ſhall continually watch over your 
= 250 15 „ Jouls” with all the prong ſcrioulneſs 
EH: and diligence, tenderneſs and affeCtion' of a, 


man, who is to give an account before the 
„ awful judgment feat of Chriſt“ of his 
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etie, .whoſe ſtated, buſineſs it ſhall 'be to 135 

f contribute to your ſpiritual intereſts, that Moral 
it is with a, view of having your evil ha- 3 

d 4 bits corrected, your tempers refined and 

made more conformable to the ſacred laws 

and precepts, the ſublime and elevated max- 

ims of 1 your reſolutions for the 

0 Practice of every chriſtian grace and virtue 

„ | abſolutely fixed, and your advancement in 

i undiſſembled pietie and holineſs continually 

. carried on. I hope likewiſe, that Il may 

7 | ſafely venture to congratulate you upon the Congratuled 

choice of one, who will to the utmoſt of tow. Þ} 

his power concur with you in promoting ll 

+ | ſuch excellent and eee, pur- 1 

nd poſes. In your behalf, as well as for his 4 

on fake, it is my heartie wiſh and fervennt 

_ prayer, that he will willingly beſtow his 

ſtrength, his time, his thoughts, and exert 

| the moſt vigorous and active powers of his 5 

">| foul in endeavoring to confirm you for ever 

. 18 the ſentiments of virtue, to give you 

the the moſt lively and affecting views of re- 

nl ligion, of its free and generous principles, 

olf its exalted aims, of its aſpiring nature, 

of its animating conſolations, of its glori- 

+ ous hopes, of its everlaſting recompence.  _. 

his | It is my chearful hope, that he will approve © - - 

; Ky himſelf among you, as a good ſteward 

| of the manifold grace of God”, that he 

vl will © rightly divide the word of _— 
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that knowing the terrors of the Lor 2 
he will by theſe endevor to awaken che 
e and abandoned, the hardened 
and the perverſe ;. that he will be the com- 
forter of the afflicted, ** an inſtructor of 
. &« the fooliſh, a teacher of babes and a 
. faithful, humble, ſerious monitor to you 
Fa Return, all. I hope likewiſe, that the preſent ſo- 
"\ 7 | lemnitie will be the means of fixing it deep- 
ly in your rememberance, that you are, on 
pPaour part, to give him all poſſible encou- 
fagement by a regular attendance upon his | 
miniſtrie, by entring cordially into his in- | : 
/ tereſts, and by ſuffering him to have as 
little moleſtation and diſturbance as may } 
be, on account of any worldly or temporal t 
affairs ; that ſo he may be wholly given 
Rs the work of an evangeliſt.” Permit 
me !ikewiſe, upon this occaſion, to remind | 
i of your dutie in allowing him to dea! 
V 
a 


With you freely and impartially for the cor 
rection of whatever he apprehends to be 
your errors, your imperfections, your fol- 
lies, or your vices. I: might have men- 
ttioned it; as a till farther advantage attend- 
5 ing a ſolemnitie of this nature, that it ſeryes 

| aApcet te 0 bring the eye of the world, and of your | 

. World, fellow chriſtians more directly. upon you. 

| And thus it furniſhes you with an addition- 

al motive to all poſſible circumſpection and 


= | Vigilance in : fulkilling the mutual duties of 
5 | Me | "ma 
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„chat important relation, which is to ſubſiſt 

e between your miniſter and you. Good 

d men will grieve to ſee theſe duties either 

- | totally forgotten or but very negligently 

ff diſcharged. And bad men will make it the 

a matter, if not of reproach to you, yet of 

u | encouragement to themſelves in their pro- - _ 

> | faneneſs and impietie. But, above all, let me oncuding 

»- | entreat you to remember, that the eye of Echo 
n God is upon you in your preſent tranſac- 

i- tions; and that in all your future aſſem- 

is blies, and throughout the whole of your 

1- | future converſation, he will be an intimate 
as infallible witneſs, either to the formalitie "7 


or the ſinceritie of your. devotions; either 
to your progreſs in religion, or to the de- 
cline of it in your ſouls. Let the noble am- 
bition therefore of approving yourſelves to 
the beſt, the greateſt, the moſt exalted of all 
beings, the infinite, eternal majeſtie of 
heaven, who will be the everlaſting re- 
Warder of them, that ſincerely ſeek him, 
_ animate and inflame your ſouls. And 
be ye ſtedfaſt and unmoveable al- 
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord; for as much as ye know, that 
« your labor ſhall not be in vain in the 
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Ti is whoa Spd to introduce Ginn 


farther illuſtrations of a few particular 


points, inſiſted upon in the preceding diſ- 
apprehended by the author to 


courſes, and 


be of high l 1 r mo- 
ment. N 


1 is not unaware, her whe: is ſaid 


in the firſt of them concerning a partie 


ſpirit may be objected to by ſome as trite 
and unneceſſarie. But he is firmly per- 


ſuaded, that, notwithſtanding all that has 
been done towards expoſing ſuch a ſpirit, 


it is very far from being eradicated out 


of the chriſtian world. And he remem- 
bers, that ſaying of Epicurus well. worthie 
nunquam nimis 
He: 
is far from conſideri ng this ſpirit,” * 


of being attended to; 
_ dicitur, quod nondum ſatis diſeitur. 


wa” 


I 45'S 75 p iy "TTY py, . x ; : 7 4 3 ; "4 
: : oy % z 
WW 4 ö 3 K 8 ; CY 2 
SUPPLEMENTAL 
: / \ : , « 


Rus 
Spirit. 


102 Taz CHRISTIAN MINISTER: | 

| ly as a theoretic abſurditie. Neither does 
he look upon the violation of the exter- 

= mch effect. But Hi ee ue it, as a 
4 ' monſtrous and devouring worm, like that 


we jread of in the hiſtory of Jonah, that 


is continually impairing the branches, 
1 8 3 the root, and en, the vital 
ion. Indeed, there 


„„, ſap of prartigal x 
1 Compric are no two things whatever more oppo- 


9 * ſite or contradictorie than the partie ſpi- 
rit, and that of religion. Religion is 
keien to ennoble and ęlevate the mind; 
e-fpirit to ſink and to degrade it. 
wi ane indulges it, enſlaves his own 
ſoul, and lamentably retards her flight to- 
wards the perfection of virtue. The ſpirit of 
pure and undefiled religion” is generous 
Eo 5 enlarged; but the partie - principle, in 
CE Oy: nature of it, narrow and contrac 
end. Nay, it enen diſpoſes a man to envie 
| | thoſe uſeful qualities in others, which he 
bas resſon ae believe will never be em- 
pPlwkVͤyed in ſubſerving the particular views 
to which he has thus fondly attached 
bdimſelf. And what more :contrarie to 
every ſentiment of religion or more ſub- 
verſive of its in pon the heart, than 


this ens. enviow ſpirit, the :exact- - 
eſt image and of the hots 


: the beft in almoſt every reſpect, that 1 


I. 90 on to ask, where is that denc 


udn ee 7 | 


one e of —— to God and 
man. Whereas the partie · ſpirit cannot be 


prevalent in the mind, without iptroducing 


there a multiplicitie of bye ends, Giniſter 


views and corrupt deſigns. And . will 


„ the factious,“ to adopt the words of Dr. 


Lucas, ſo pertinent and juſt, ( croſs che = 
<< intereſt of his party to promote that of 0 

„ his God, I mean that of religion in 7 
<< neral”, See the fifth of the Doctor's 


twelve Armee preached on ſeveral oc. 


caſions, which, by the way, is one of 


r remember to have — But Where 5 


* en 
nation of chriſtians, whether eſtabliſhed he 
civil -authoritie, or not, in which this di- 1 
viding, ſchiſmatic ſpirit has not in fact 


2 2 8 inſſuence. Wich reſpec r 


s in each, they are 


Ae lar 0, eee te ee 56 


is how by them carried to the ſame height, 


: as by: many others, or does not in them 


aſſume the ſame form and aſpect preciſe pigerent 
Is; as in the maxims and conduct of many Aſpces. 


others, therefore they are wholly free py 
from it. For which readbn it is here hum; 


bly recommended to any one who ſhall be 


: 1 to make the objection above-men- 


to e whether he 
F 4 


HRISTIAN MINISTER 
himſelf @ may. not be a perſon aneh is in 
_ of the admonition objected b ee 
3 SOD 1 7 1 Ow 8 JE#; YO ; 

1 TUDIE. . The 1 is likewiſe very Cable: == | 
m that indolent, and worſe than laodicean 


** 
2 


1 _ Rate, that cold extreme, into which even 
be beſt profeſſors of religion amongſt us 
oF are now 3 fallen; in an age, of 
1 which it is with ſo much more lamentable 155 
proprietie, than of that, to which the ob- 
ſeryation originally refers, to be affirmed, 
that © all ſeek their own, none the 
15 things, that are Jeſus Chriſt's ;” the 
ſcheme, which he has laid down, of miniſte- 
E rial ſtudies, with what he has advanced 
|  Saff-denial, concerning the ſelf. denial, induſtrie and 
rxeſolution incumbent upon a chriſtian paſ- 
der, may appear to many viſionarie and 
cChimerical. We can verie readily. urge 
\Recreation in behalf of any particular and favorite 
amuſements, that recreation and pleaſure 
are to a certain degree innocent and allow- 
able. But, J fear, we ſeldom make that 
other reflection, that it is at leaſt equallyß 
allowable to abridge ourſelves, in particular ü 
5 wy cCircumnſtances, and for the ſake of a-great- 
er good, than eould other ways be effect- 
* of thoſe, that in another fituation, 
1 we might perhaps innocently and lawfully _ 
ems. We are ſurely at libertie, as ſays 
1 Of ious 11 * to * * pals this right 
5 „away, 


2 
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Taz CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 105 
away, and may, in thoſe other words, 
which we meet with in the little poem of 
his I refer to, and intitled, The Roſe, ven- 
ture to addreſs our friends without fear of 
offending God, though not . with | 
out n them; „ 


44 Preſs me not to 1 more pleaſure 
In this world of ſugred lies, 
Eg And to uſe a larger meaſure 0 
* Than my: ſtrict god: welcome ſize,” | 


And Gs if there are any 1 men in 
the world, who ought to be content with 
a very moderate ſhare of it's joys, 
miniſters muſt be they. Their office re- * 3 
uires from them inceflant pains, and pe- 
culiarly demands it of them, that they be 905 | 
eminent examples. * Idem ſuaſor & auc- pug. 
« tor conſilii ero”, as the Roman general 
in Tacitus my my it, muſt be their lan- 
' guage too. Not that they alone are tio 
lth patterns of good works.“ Their 2 
ople are to ſhine as well "as they, 2 
even to outſhine them, if they pleaſe. 
this reſpect there ought to be between 9 T 
2 continual ſtrife. And yer it is ſadly to 
be feared, that there is oftentimes in this 
relation a mutual encouragement taken to 
a very great neglect on both ſides of the 
_ ſeveral e . they Le under. yore = 


1 


tinues to ſtand in this conne 


eee ene 3 


glad, that they have ſomething to ſay, or 


at leaſt ſomething to think to the prejudice 
of his religious, or moral character; that 


ſo they may, as they imagine, be the more 


effectually excuſed from paying any re- 
gard to his admonitions. And, on the 
Other hand, a miniſter may too readily in- 
dulge himſelf in a remiſſion of his labors, 


on account of the inattention and indo- 


letice of: his people, and their indiſpoſition 


to make a proper improvement of them. 


Too readily, I ſay; for nothing can juſt- 
ly diſengage him from the duties naturally 
belonging to his office, ſo long as he con- 
tion with 
any thing - unnatural» 


them. Nor is ther 


ly hard or ſevere in that plan of induſtrie 


and. eee which we have already 


thus is 


his example. For he himſelf was a cloſe 


ſuppoſed: to belong to the duties of it. 
1 it to be often urged, chat much 
= ſtudie is a wearineſs to the fleſn; and 
Solomon's authoritie made uſe of, 

in order to deter us from the i imitation of 


and indefatigable ſtudent. * Much ſtudie 


«is a wearineſs to the fleſh”; and what, | 


if it is? what was the fleſh made for; 

Hut to be worn out in ſome uſeful and ho- 
norable employment? The husbandman's 
occupation ie likewiſe a © wearineſs to che 
nen So i "iP 1 8. But : 


ing the goſpel to the woman of Samaria. 


Tas CHRISTIAN: INESTER. 
muſt we therefore have no N and 
ſowing F It was a noble anſwer given by 
that truly great and aer A Mr: 
Philip Henry, from whom I have tie boy. a 
nor of being deſcended; it was, 'I i, 2 
a noble anſwer given by him to ſome of I 
his friends occaſionally urging him to a, = 
low himſelf ſome reſt from the labors 'of 4 
his miniſtrie; for they underſtood the na- DB 
ture of his office better, and had a better 
reliſh for its views than to be often inſiſt. 
ing upon the topic. © Ir is time enough 

„ he replied, to reſt, when I am in my, 
% grave.“ And is it not indeed betten 1150 
to ſpend and be ſpent” even, till breatk 1 
will hold out no longer, in the ſervice. ß 
God, and in promoting truth and virtue 
among men, than to ſuffer mind and bodig 
both to corrupt and rot in indolence and ſlothf 7 
It is worthie of remark, that our bleſſed | 
Savior, ** wearie as he was, when he © fat 
« down upon the well” at Sychar; did not 
on that account, decline the labor of preach- 


and how happy were the conſequences ; 
that enſued! What ſays the above cited _ 
divine Herbert in his poem ſtyled, I be fiery 1 
* A chriſtians ſtate and caſe _ 
Is not a corpulent but a thinne and ſpare, 
« Ter mant r whoſe Tonga and bonie _— 


; 
! 


ks Content ph, care 
Fs. a 


f 5 ; 


* Do Fa kd r divide 
„ Like a Pretender, not a bride,” 


"rely then the 1 miniſere 3 


| ought not to be greatly different. There 


is ſomething much to our purpoſe here re- 


| corded of Mr. Lamb, a Citizen of London. 
: * He was often adviſed and preſſed to go 
1 


into the country for his health's ſake; a- 


. gainſt this he urged many ſcru ples, which, 


„ tho they appeared not to others of ſuf - 
«ficient weight, yet he could never bring 
«his mind to it; what ſhall my poor then 
by do, ſaid he, (refering to the many of that 

« claſs, who. were daily ſharing, in his 


% compaſſion) it is even beſt for me to die 


«in my ſtation and employment ?” And 
would there be any improprietie in ſuch 


language, when coming 10 che mouth 


of a goſpel preacher ? 
The chriſtian miniſter i is by St. Paul 


1 compared to a ſoldier; not to a ſoldier, 
loytering in his tent, but actually engaged 


in battle. And the battles of his countrie 


8 a ſoldier, we know, is oblig d to fight, 


even at the immediate peril of his life. Is 


8 a.miniſter, then, to be terrified. from dii- 


charging the duties of his office by the 
fear of ſortening his days ? Jet, * all, 


4 man may ſtudie a long time, before he 
ſtudies WY: b to death; as by many il- 


e luſtrious 
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mean time it is greatly to be wiſhed, that 
ſome others would ſtudie themſelves into 


life. But, if at length death ſhould be in- 


deed the conſequence of a faithful and dili- 


gent exertion of ourſelves in the ſervice of 
religion, and for the welfare of immortal 


ſouls, can we die in a better cauſe? may - 


- we not then welcome our diſſolution, and 
fay, o glotious death! © o grave, where is“, 


where can be - thy victorie“ over a 
mortal bodie thus deſcending into thy 


dark and gloomy manſions? For my 
on part I ſolemnly. declare, that I weyld 


rather die at fortie, with a conſciouſneſs. 


of having endevored to improve my time 


to ſome valuable purpoſe, than linger out 


an indolent, thoughtleſs and inconſiderate 


life to the age of Methuſelah. Even the 
chriſtian life in general we muſt allow to 


be one of great labor and induſtrie.·Chriſ- 


« tianity, lays Dr. Horneck well, is no 
„idle calling, and they that ſtroak them- 
„ ſelves for being chriſtians, and fit with 


folded arms and yawn, and ſtretch them- 


“ ſelves upon their couches, have learned 


_ *+ their divinity of the devil. Work hard 


< js the chriſtians Motto, and there is no- 


< thing implies: a greater contradiction 
<< than idieneſs and chriſtianitie.” See his 
Sappy aſcetick or beſt exerciſe, p. 299, 300. 
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A bock. eee e eee everie 


mag, whowouldknow what it is tobeachriſ- 


tian, and how he may become ſo. In proof, 


likewiſe of theſe obſervations, the third of 


Dr. Barrow's-excellent diſcourſes upon In- 
duſtrie may with the greateſt advantage be 
peruſed. But if ſueh are the obligations 


of chriſtians in general, the chriſtian mi- 
niſter cannot ſurely with any decorum of 


: character be an idle man. Let us reflect 
only upon the almoſt incredible pains, that 


the obligation 5 
1 e conſiſtencie with the eaſe and 


have been taken, and f 0e, e that have 
been undergone, by ſome 


the greateſt ene- 
mies ſocietie ever had, ſuch as Alexander, 


Mithridates, Cæſar, and other ſlaughtering 


heroes,” in order to gratifie their extra- 
vagant and impious ambition. And then let 
us aſk ourſelves, whether it muſt not be a 


ttzhing infinitely ſhameful in a chriſtian 
miniſter to grudge any labors, that may : 
conduce to the accor 


nh ing more com- 
pletely the ends of his office; an office in- 
tended for the higheſt good of mankind, 
and by its friendly influences reaching in- 
to eternitie itſelf. On theſe topics, both 
s of miniſterial induſtrie, and 


pineſs.of our hodilie life, upon the whole, 


5 N what Biſhop Burnet excellently ob- 
| N Wer ke If miniſters, 
1 ee 6 parit- — 


«. — ne a dye meaſure of fende 
6 and heat in carrying it on, their labor 


< int would be rather a pleaſure to them, Pleaſure 


1 than a trouble. In all other profeſſions, | 

<< thoſe, who follow them labor in them 
< all the year long, and are hard at their 

** buſineſs every day of the week. All 
men chat are well ſuited in a profeſſion; 
“that is agreeable to their genius and in- 
„ clinations, are really the eaſier and the 
2 better pleaſed, the more they are employ- 
< ed. And moſt certain it is, that he, 


who cares for doing no more in the dif- _ 
charge of his miniſterial office, than what 


May. reins may ſuggeſt to be abfoluye- - 
ly, neceflarie, will find a much greater dif» 
ficultic even in doing chat, than andther 
who is willing to abound in this work 
ef the Lord“; who is continually 


| feeding and repleniſhing his mind with 


were PM and oonſtantly endeavoring to 
enlarge his views both of human dutie 
and human happineſs. But we have 
Mill greater authoritie to urge. And to 
thoſe, who are inclined to aſlæ 


all this toil and labor, we are readie to 
anſwer in the words of St. Paul. And they 
muſt, as he himſelf expreſſes i it upon another 
occaſion, be worſe than infidels“, if 
they do not take it for an everie way ſaf- 
 &cient anſwer. ' | Thoſe - memorable. — 


; Wherefore 


Tux CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
of his, we refer to, which are recorded, , 
| 1. Tim.” iv. 12, 13, 14, 18. Let no J 
e man deſpiſe thy youth: but be thou an 0 

„ example of the believers, in word, in b 

** converſation, in charitie, in ſpirit, in ] 
 « 

( 

( 

| 

| 

( 

| 

| 


« faith, in puritie. Till I come, give at- 
 .*. tendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
1 _ © doctrine. Neglect not, the gift, that ” 0 
in thee, which was given thee by pro- 
S pheſie, with the laying on of the nds 
of the preſbyterie; meditate upon theſe 
things, give thy ſelf wholly to them; 
0; Na thy profiting may appear unto all.” 
roprietie and meanivg of theſe pre- 
e wn been well illuſtrated by ſeveral 
ee whoſe writings and ſentiments up- 
on this head, it would be of great uſe to 
us, who are employed in the facred ſervi- 
ces of the miniſtrie, familiarly to converſe | 
with, in order to the having our minds im- 
preſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the nature of 
our office, and the pains, that muſt be 
neceſſarie to the diſcharging of it with fi- 
delitie. Such treatiſes, I would be under- 
ſtood to ſfeak of, as Mr. Baxter s Gildas 
Salvianus, or, reſt ormed paſtor; the Arch- 
biſbop of Cambray's dialogues upon eloquence, }f 
 Rapin's treatiſes upon the ſame ſubject, The | 
art of preaching'by the late profeſſor Ford- 
yce; together with thoſe very ingenious per - 
* of his W the * Mr. 
James 


4 8 8 


* 
ns —— Nein, SITES |» OC... a Ty” 


4 - £4 8 FITS” . 
* 1 4 e Ys \ 4 : 
4 - — — — — pr tngy eng, 2, . . / A Torts 6 A ra 
n A . ou N £77, ac; n 


JJ/ͥͥͤ ⁵⁵⁵⁵ EE $9 


Tur C HRISTIAN: MINISTER. 


James Fordyce, intitled, The eloquence of the 
pulpit; and; edification by public inſtitutions. 
dome very ſtriking obſervations on this head 
from Queſnelle we likewiſe meet with in 
Dodd on the parables, Vol. III. p. 41114. 

of his very uſeful and well- adapted diſ- 
courſes on the miracles, as well as parables 
of our Savior... Here too I gladly remind 


my brethren i in the miniſtrie of two little 
| piece 


that may with the greateſt adyan- 
tage be familiariſed to the mind of the 
chriſtian preacher, They are, memorials of 
Godlineſs and chriſtianity, by Herbert Pal- 
mer, maſter of Queens-College, Cam- 


bridge, and that choice, invaluable treaſure, 


« left under the hand- writing of. Mr, 


Corbet of Chicheſter, and intitled, Self. 

employment in ſecret. Nor can I excuſe 
myſelf from refering alſo to Mr. George 
| Hamond's . Good : Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Itis a book written with the: greateſt plain-. 


yet with ſo muc 


ful to myſelf. And I venture to recom- 
mend, it not only to the peruſal, bur in- 
timate familiaritie of every miniſter. * 
would be worth his while to get it by 


heart. But by all means let the men 


e be. e engraven upon his 


neſs imaginable of ſtyle and cee but 

nuch power of truth, and force. 
of conv iction, as has rendered it extremely 
entertaining, acceptable, and I hope, uſe- 


0 DES © 


= ey. appear te ant dad upon 

7 — Werthe miniſter,” Mr. Richard 
EE: = e (occaſioned that diſ- * 
5 1 co e charge, this Writer, 0 
8 which the apoſtle gives, = Apr as a 
1 Awful. « clap of thunder.“ The 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 
sj the place he refers to. * charge thee 
> 0 before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
"=p \ © ©'whoſhall judge the quick and the dead, 

„ at his appe and his kingdom, 
„ preach the word, be inſtant in Tale: 
2 out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort; | 

=. wich all long-ſuffering and doctrine.? 

T0 776 We may obſerve too with reſpect to this 
3 -churge given to Timochie, as well as that, 
Which Ras been already cited; and others 
of the . Kind addreſſed to him by St. 
3 Faul, they were thus perem orily' in- 
=o. added upeh, —— frequent 
AED IR yu which Mites 2oftle' wel 
Fier Hie to laber under! And e 5 
bp = are theſe goſpel precept 
ale they not ? is a göſpel precepts to 5 
garded, or is it not 5 it Ne: — of God; 
of is it not? Tou anfwer tive 


Eo ai o a mini my rnd 
. diem even ben e, hell, Oy ope 
1 est. | Ke gentle Thee "I 
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6:V Whoſe conflitution cites to 8 


25 eee think aruor nee 


from hell, e 


3 We Fl dads: an Jul. 
tified by the Nr in Lam jt 
rather this coldneſs thence. When 8k. 
Peter would have diſſuaded our bleſſed L 
from going up to Jeruſalem on account of 
the ſufferings, that there _— him; what 
was the Savior's replie ? w * ger thee 
«behind me Satan. ke apo 


childiſh tenderneſs for his maſters bodilie 
eaſe and ſafetie, yet no geatler anſwer did 
he meet with from him, who was . meek 
and lowly of heart.” And undeniably 


certain it is, thab after all the moſt can- 
did allowances, that can be made for the ten- 


ſons which may induce any one:toiffuatie- 
Fee ee di igend 4 


vencpuſt neceſ 


E 8 Aal ride bn 
| that 2 


| Jaldhpicos icerned for his ſon's proſpe 
advancement 8 world, ſhould ſeriouſſiy 
recommend it to him, not to applie him- 

rneſt r 


* 
* * 
1 
* * 1 


ſpoke 
from no worſe motive tlian a falſe and 


e to a ſad 9 


nt in his ſenſes, and 
ritie and 
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of recreation and amuſement ? how then can 
any one that ãs duly concerned for the wel- 
fare of ſouls, and has his heart inflamed, as 
it ougght to be, with a deſire of their eter- 
nal happineſs, make it the matter of his 


grave and reiterated advice to a miniſter, 


not to be laborious, not to exert himſelf 
ig the duties of his calling, or applie him- 
ſelf chiefly to them, but to be perpetually 
unbending, and diverting. himſelf with the 
' vanities and toys of life? In giving ſuch _ 
advice he may have no formed deſign of 
obſtructing the intereſt of religion and the 
happineſs of mankind. But did the ſpirit 
of religion operate in due manner, and 
with its proper force upon his own mind, 
he could not do it even without deſign. s 
| eſfting ſuch conſiderations to a mi- 
Zou niſter, he is in realitie perſuading him to 
8 ors te the intereſt of ſouls, the cauſe. of 
excuſe be bins, that for want of bein ing him: 
ſelf ſufficiently: warm and fervent. | 
iofinitely. great concerns, he is not aware of 
this? If any one is really acting a part 
fit only, for the grand enemie of fouls to 


And can it be any 


Axt, as our ſavior ſo clearly has intima- 
ted to have been the conduct of St. Peter 

in the caſe already ſpoken of, does he ſtand 

8 rae for merely becauſe his own folici- 


the welfare of mans immortal ſpi 
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Tux CHRISTIAN MINISTER. - 1177 
is ſo little, as not to put him upon thinking 
| } what he is about? It was perhaps on account © 
Jof this defect of the religious and moral | 
5 | temper in thoſe, who would have deterred 
| St. Paul from going up to Jeruſalem, by 
the pre- apprehenſion of the perſecution, 
which, it was foretold, would befall him 
there, a defect ſo plainly implied in the very 
| plea itſelf, as well as of its contrarietie to 
I what at all adventures he himſelf was reſol- _ 
ved upon, that he expoſtulates with them in 
thoſe remarkable words equally animated 
with the heroiſm of the martyr and the ten- 
derneſs of the friend. What mean xe f 
c to weep and to break mine heart, for l am 
* readie not to be bound only, but alſo : 
<« to die at Jeruſalem for the name of the 
«© Lord Jeſus” Acts xxi. 13. And the ps 
like language may the faithful miniſter in 
more quiet times addreſs to thoſe, who, 3 
endevor to alienate his mind from his mini- 
ſerial labors wharever may be their view or 
meaning in it. In the caſe of one, who is con- 
ſcious to himſelf of taking a devout andgene- 
rous pleaſure in them, I know not any thing, 
that is more likely to break his heart.“ 
He cannot but be ſenfible, that his adviſers, | + 
whatever they themſelves may think, or 
Whatever they may really intend, are, in 
fact, acting the part of enemies to others 
ſouls, and even ſeducing him to _— 
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dd. hase of his.own. For 1 hs. 1 
the apoſtle to the. chriſtian miniſter. His 
words are ſurely, beyond meaſure, awful 0 

and: momentous. For they are, as follows; ] 
6 Take heed unto. thyſelf, and unta thy f 1 

I & doctrine, continue, in them, for in ( 

. c doing this,. thou ſhalt bath fave- thy- i 
e ſelf and chem, who! hear thee.” Is, not || 1 
de danger. in not continuing? to. do 

1 
4 
f 
] 
a 
4 
1 
{ 
{ 


charge?,, he will add. 00, that the * 
monitor is little aware, what an. injurie he 
may be doing by his own. expoſtulations, 

accompanied with others of thalike kind, 
even to a miniſter's bodily health; the 22 
tomie from whence. he draws his plea. To 
à miniſter, who, has no reliſn for the em · 
Pployments properly belonging to his office, 
you need not addreſs. any perſuaſions to 
| lie fo, chow, ee he 
| 7 e of; their importance, w 
Funds, Mh feels himfalf to, be in his ele- 
5 er rſuing them, and i 


18 K Sd Dy an ardent aſſoction to i im- 1 1 

6 mortal ſouls, What can be more fatiguing || g 
|, . or. oppreſſive:than-inceſiant. remonſtrances | _ 
AA ggaiaſt chem what would you have him do? | 
leis willing ce obligs you, if he can. But F 
15 thens: as * the -dilcourſe | 


let me aſk thoſe, who, upon any conſt 
ration er, can allow themſelves in 
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moſt. ſacred, inviolable, aw. f ties; obec 
ence to God, and fidelitie io man. And 


endevoring to diſſaude or divert a miniſter 
from the Jabors. of his function, or inter- 
rupt him in purſuing the duties of it, a few 
ſuch queſtions, as follow. do they know, 
that he is to watch for ſouls, as one that 
«muſt give an account?” do they know, that 


i he is found to have been negligent. in this 
important charge, their. blood will be re- 


« quired. at his hands?” are they willing 


to take upon themſelves, and in his, feu : 1 


the curſe, the dreadful curſe, he, muſt: ne» 
ceſſarily incur, if, for the ſake of pleaſing 1355 
„ he gives himſelf up to idleneſs and 
levitie? Or ſupp oſing him to be their 
own miniſter, do they think, that he is 


on that account bound to gratifie them, 
even tho? he verily TITS, nay, tho' he 


certainly knows, that in doing it he muſt 


offend his. God? ?. is the creature-will to 
_ carrie, it, chat, which is ſoverei 


and divine? Permit me however, with a 
f due deference, to intreat thoſe, who may ae 7 
aw time find themſelves, diſpoſed diſpoſed to add 

the iſter . in the language and 


| after the manger we . now been ale 
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their own hearts upon its” motives of their. 
conduct? We have already ſeen, that, at 
beſt, it muſt be owing to ſome defect in 
the religious and moral temper. But may 
it nor poſſibly procede from an almoſt to- 
tal indifference to everie ſpiritual concern? 
or may we not grudge at what we fecretly 
believe to be the growing excellencies of 
another? or does it not afford fome kind 
of perverſe fatisfa&tion "and unnatural eaſe 
to our minds, to have our own light and 
trifling manner of paſſing time kept in 
e eee rather than reproved by the 
xample - of a' miniſter ?* of, finally, have 


8 not contracted even that antipathie 


to the power and vital ſpirit of ſerious god- 
Uneſs, as diſpoſes us both to pleaſe and 
to pride ourſelves in vilifying and deriding, 
or, by any other method, that art and 
Age) may ſuggeſt, oppoſing and coun- 
<ter-atting thoſe, who would HET Be its 
*abertors: In the World? The. orld, „Je er- 
haps, never wanted ſuch more than now. 


This at leaſt may, Ichink, be with truth | 


affirmed of that part of it, which ought. fo - 
be eſpecially” dear and pretious to us, our 
"native land.- How is its wonted loner tar 5 
;hilhed ” how is chat Vigor of Þ wi With 
which religion once "Inſp Pired its Seberols 9 
and heroic ſons, Glipited' in pleaſure, and 


Joſt in elfeminacie ? what 8 con- 


& . ME #Þ : | . tempt 
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ir tempt of che pi religious charncher, 2 
at and the truly virtuous and upright temper, 

is daily diſcloſing itſelf in every rank and 


iy | order of men amongſt. us, and with in- 

o- | crealing effrontery? how few even of 

? | thoſe, who profeſs religion, are here to be 

ly _ excepted ? how; difficult is it to know the 

of member of a chriſtian church from ano- 

id | ther man; unleſs, when vou actually e 

ſe him at the communion? And is this a 

d time for a miniſter to relax his ſtudies, or 

in | abate the ardor of his zeal? is he not now 

he rather loudly called upon to redouble 1 
ve his vigor, exerting every nerve and facul W. 
ie tie, every with and paſſion of his ſoul in 2 ran IJ 
J. | thecauſeof truth and Fee of his enn „ 
d and of his God? 2 
"a </& chriſtian fure ( tis aid) with eager ſtrife 

d . % Shou'd: be ev'n prodigal of life 

- | And covetous of Pans z I 
mn 3 « And with the heroic martyr Gy: Rs 
r- | 1 I but once for Jeſus die? „ OT 

r. | a: $7 HI: „„ 

b 1 bit” ſhould this our apologic | in \ behalf DUTY of 
o of the labors and ſtudies of a chriſtian TL Nees 

ur | niſter be deemed after all inſufficient, how relavve to 

r- | ſhall we ſtand excuſed, with ſome at leaſt, iel 

R for having in the preceding diſcouries, and N 

us | in this our ſupplement, ventured to hint ar 
80 the! obligation, that even his hearers lie 
. wacher to be at t ſome pains in the ſtudie -of 1 


pt 5 G religion? ; 
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| anſwer, that many 

will have at hand, by which they hope 
with the greateſt facilitie to evade it. 
Truly, ſay they, we have no time to ſpare 
for any ſuch employment of our thoughts. 
And there are others, who will demean 
themſelves ſo far, as to urge, that they 


hhave not even a capacitie for it ; - tho” they 


* 


0 


| Objection. would not, I believe, take it very well in 


mother, who ſhould gravely telf them ſo. 
But there are two or three conſiderations 


do be offered in replie to Whatever may in 
 Anfwerzand this way be alleged, which I will here with 
Abe argu. all ſubmiſſion propoſe, ſincerely wiſhing 
1 1 aa at that they may have that attention , gi- 
ven to them, which, if there be any weight 


in the moſt venerable authoritie, in the 
moſt ſacred maxims relative to the right 
conduct of human life, in certain, undeni- 


And, in the firſt place, with reſpect to the 


„ 1 & 
W. 
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if Wee or er years, which the whole 


may perhaps at leaſt be thought to amount 
to, of your lives had been faithfully and in 


due manner devoted to the ſerious contem- 


plation of religion, and inquirie into its prin- 


ciples, think you not, that, in ſuch a ſpace of 


time, you might have attained to avery good 
proficiencie in the knowlege of it? or it God 
mould lengthen out your life to old age, 
may you not ſtill, according to this man- 


ner of computation, notwithſtanding the 
dreadful waſte you have already made of 
its never to be recalled hours, be able to re- 


deem as conſiderable a portion of it for 


the uſes we have been ſpecifying? With. 
what proprietie then can you urge the- 


Want of time for employing your thoughts 
upon the ſubject of religion; ſpeci- 
ally, as ſo much leſs, than lice: we 
have been mentioning, will in this caſe very 


competently ſuffice ? or what kind of ex- 
cuſe, think you, will it be at the bar of 


heaven, 5 in the judgment of the great 
day, for your neglect in that matter, to 
1 Lord, I was ſo taken up with in- 


66. dilging. my Noth. and drowſineſs, in 


dxeſſing and feaſting and viſiting, in 
<;{prating,' and ſpe: peaking evil of my . 
&..bors,” that I had not a moment's leiſure 
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„„ Tu CHRISTIAN « MINISTER. 5 
perhaps you will ſay, no; you are far 
from ſpending your time' in fuch a man- 
ner, but that ſtill you have none to ſpare 
for making religion any part of your de- 
liberate inquirie, being wholly hat up 
in the affairs of your worldly calling; And 
you know Sir, that muſt be attended to. 
I I know it muſt. And yet, perhaps, the 
true meaning of what you urge amounts 
only to this; 3 that you emploie as much 
of your time, as you think neceſſarie, in 
your worldly occupation, and providing for 
BD the ſupport and maintenance of your fami- 
le, and then rather chuſe to trifle away 
the remainder, no ſmall portion, it may be, 
of the whole, than emploie it in the man- 
ner we have been recommending. But, 
give me leave to remind you, that world- 
ly buſineſs is not the only buſineſs you 
were ſent into the world for. Lou are 
not therefore at libertie, ſuppoſing that 
has been ſufficiently attended to, to ſpend 
as you pleaſe the overplus of your time, 
Or if you mind it ſo cloſely, as to have 
no  overplus at all, you then mind it a 
great deal too much. This will appear 
= | Taffciently evident from a ſecond confider- Y} 
ation, which we propoſed upon this ſub: _ 
Rule of ject to ſuggeſt. Fon it is no other than 
WI this, that the exerciſing and employing our 
thoughts i in rel igious and moral contem-, 
| _Vlations 
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plations is an obligation incumbent upon 
all in general by virtue of the plain, ex- 
plicit doctrine of the new teſtament upon 


this head. In proof of this ſome paſſages 


have been already produced in our obſer- 


vations upon natural religion and chriſti- 
anitie, &c. p. go. And to theſe we will 
now add a few more. Be not children 


& in underſtanding, ſays St. Paul, addreſſ- 
| ng himſelf to the . 1. Ep. xiv. 


In like manner runs his exhortation to 


: br Epheſians chap. v. v. 8 and 10. Walk 
as children of the light—proving”, that 

is trying or examining, what is accept- 
able to the Lord.“ To which we will 

4 here ſubjoin only that apoſtolical injunc- 
tion, with which St. Peter cloſes B ſe- 
cond epiſtle. But grow in grace, and in 
e the knowlege of Jeſus Chriſt.” And 


is obſervable, with reſpect to theſe ſeve- 


1 nl precepts, not only that there is no limi- 
tation of them to any particular perſon, 
or order of men, but that they are in fact 
eenforced alike upon all the members in 
common of thoſe chriſtian churches, to 
which the epiſtles themſelves are reſpective- 


ly addreſſed. And when St. Paul "ins 
-the Epheſians of his praying for them, that 
the eyes of their underſtanding might 


te be enlighten'd,” and tells the Philippians, 
that this way his prayer _ them, that 855 | 
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| Jy. infered from the injunction ſo frequent- 


Fil love eee abe yet a 0 


„ in all knowlege, - and in all now 


5 ment, thoꝰ this language be not direct - | 


y. preceptive or exhortatorie, yet does it not 
evidentiy implie in it an e mee 
bent upon the members in general of thoſe 


chriſtian churches to cultivate their un- 
5% \Serftandings,” and be continual aiming 


at the improvement of their minds in re- 
ligious and divine knowlege? This ex- 
tent of the obligation may likewiſe; be juſt⸗ 


ly to be met with in 19 5 epiſtles of St. Paul 


upon the members in common of hole 


churches, to which theyare ſeverally directed, 
of another dutie; I mean that now diſcardeti 


one of religious converſation. According to 


and incidental reflexions upon the ſubject. 
of religion, the entering into occaſional 
converſation upon it, or the obſervance ww by 
ſome ſer particular ſeaſons for diſcuſſing it, 


- 


the view, that is given us of this .dutie 


in theſe writings, it implies not merely 


our making now and then ſome” curſorie 


but the having the general bent and tenor 


of our diſcourſe impregnated by its ſen- 


timents and ſpirit. But how is it likely 


that the dutie ſhould in any of theſe bran- 


ches be complied with ? what inclination 
can there be to it, or What abilitie for 
5 70 when the mind i is Yau 0 * 


e 


4. 


+ 
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lege; nay, — i it 5 even 
ſtrongly averſe to it? When therefore it is 


injoin'd upon the chriſtians in general of 
thoſe primitive times that their ſpeech 


127 ; 3 | 


„be feaſoned with grace; that ſo if may 


<<, miniſter grace to the hearers, that it 
be good to the uſe of edifying; and 


that we exhort one another daily, while 
te it is called to day, leſt any of us ſhould 


<« be hardned through the deceitfulneſs 
of fin; there muſt needs be another ob- 
ligation of an. equally: extenſive nature in 
theſe very precepts implied, even that we 
have here been urging, the perſonal ex- 
amination and ſtudie of religion. But if 
it was then incumbent upon chriſtians in 
| | general, muſt it not be ſo now? and if it 


t dutie, muſt it hot be a 


Practicable one? or ſhall we, rather than 
be at the pains of complying with it, or 
of overcoming the averſion we have ung 
FF Happily. contracted to the doing ſo, charge 
the apoſtles, and even our Savior himſelf, 
With e acted the abſurd, ridiculous 
part of promulgating laws impoſſible to be 
_ obſerved? To vindicate them from 1ach 
2 charge, which is often in effect brought 


ainſt them, even by chi iſtians themſelves, 


7 as well as deſignedly urged by the rejecters 


of the goſpel. I here add ſtill farther, 


Prafticae 
bilitie of 


1 9255 eee of ao in perfect that Rule, 
e G4 conſiſtencie 


of ſeripture, and not only cite the words, 

t the chapter, the verſe, but give a very 
rational account of the ſpirit and deſign 
8 of them, and of their coherence with the 

context.“ It is remarked likewiſe f 
the ſame a e that, cc he was wont to 
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conſiſtencie with the neceſſarie oce 


ons of life, is abundantly evident from — f 


fact and frequent experience. This, let 


7 the lives of a Hale, a Tryon, a Firmin, 


4 4 


aà Bonnel, all of them engaged in ſecular 
affairs, and ſome in thok of the higheſt 


ortance, that ſecular affairs can have, and 


: applying: themſelves to them, with all poſſi- 


dle fidelitie, yet cultivating their intellectual 
powers in the ſtudie of religion, with the 
greateſt induſtrie and ſucceſs... Other exam- 
_ ples of the like kind might eafily be produc- 
ed. We might particularly inftance beſides, 
n the above mentioned Mr. Lamb. Of him 
we ate told, that he was richly furniſhed 
«© with ſcripture knowlege. He had trea- 


TY 


4 ſured up: the richeſt portions of divine 
* writ,-he had digeſted them into_nouriſh- 


dily urge ſeveral the moſt pertinent texts 


- 5 ment and ſtrength; and he was grown 
s ſo familiarly acquainted with them, that 
there was no doctrine of faith, or duty 
: « of practice, for which he could not rea- 


— 8 . 


place all religion in three things, con- 


templation, adoration and imitation.” Af- 
« ter — indeed, «his ſoul,” ' 


* 


8 it 


Tus CHRISTIAN MINISTER; 

* it ſeems, © was grown weary of fruit- 
leis ſpeculations and barren controver- 
„ fies, and his meditations? afterwards 


<< wiſely confined to theſe excellent ſub- | 


«. jects, the purity and holineſs of God, 

* the riches of his love and goodneſs to 
+ mankind manifeſted in Jeſus, and the 
4 bleſſedneſs of a future tate.” <« Into 
6 which-laſt” we are told © he was” to- 
wards the cloſe of his life t*-more parti- 
„ cularly and induſtriouſſy inquiſitive.” 

Should any be inclined to aſk ; how being 


a tradeſman he found time for contempla- Tradeſmane., 
tions of this ſort, they will be very ſufft n:! 


ciently anſwered by the two following par- 
ticulars recorded: of him. The firſt is a 
rule or maxim, he laid down for traders. 
Which was this; © that they ſhould care- 


fully avoid the graſping and avoiding ſo 


2 „ much buſineſs, as ſhould make their 


trade encroach and entrench upon their 


„ religion.“ And if Mr. Tryon, a man H 


: indefatigable application ta buſineſs, is to 


be depended upon for his judgment in the 
caſe; nine hours in twenty four are 


ſufficient for labor or work, be the art 
0 or trade what it will. The reſt, ſays 
e he, of thy time, thou ſhale. employ. in 
4. good converſation, meditation and wor- 


„, ſhip”: See certain principles, maxims 


a 00 laws annexed to his 1 p. 208. max- 
"bz im: 8 


: 


\ | 
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im 28. That in this um, clauſe he 
ſhould omit the mention of tho 


gorous and affectionate execution of which 
| All our meditations ought to be ultimare- 
I directed, was far from being owing to 
=. any defect of the charitable or friendly 
temper in himſelf, or to any low opinion 


e charita- 
ble and benevolent offices, to the more vi- 


entertained by him concerning the impor- 


tance of ſuch a temper. He expreſly ſpeaks 
of it as being one of the-moſt binding 
, and fundamental precepts in the chriſ- 

t tian religion” and the firſt true . ſtep to 
We « all virtue.” See his Miſcellanea, p. 162, 3. 
| Of his own charitable diſpoſition we find 
very particular and honorable mention 


made by the continuator of his life, p. 66. | 


And in truth the very omiſſion we 
1 ſpeak of may be traced up to it. In his 
oo ' writings he communicates whatever he 
A thoughtconducive tothe welfare eitherof ſoul 
or bodie with that precipitancie⸗ and abſolute 
1 Fee of order, as plainly enough ap- 
pPears to be the effect of ſuch a freely Wing 

and luxuriant benevolence, as could by no 


maeeans ſubmit to the reſtraint of any lith- 


. b ratie rules. The other particular we refered” 
1 to in the life of Mr. Lamb is as follows. 
*All trifling and unprofitable commufi- 


4 cation was a burden to his ſoul, and 


— 


40 therefore it was "oy: his converſation 


1 5 1 b wt i oP 


8 


3" ww 0 


. —— winhlix- 15 narrow a Ces ; 
40 paſs, that he had very few confidents 


and intimates, and very little company 
98 belides that of his near relations and the 


poor. See the ſermon preached upon 
occafion o his death by Dr. Lucas. But 
to the honor of the fair; let me mention 
here, in farther illuſtration of our preſetit 
argument, the Lady Brooke and Mrs. Rat- 
cliffe. The former, Relict of Sir Robert 


Brooke, of Cockfield- Hall, in the County 


_ of Suffolk, looked well” to the affairs of : 


her familie. Yet ſhe found time to compoſe 


ſeveral books upon the ſubject of religion, 
emulating, as it were, the great Hanibal 
himſelf. Hic tantus vir, ſays the hiſtori- 
wan, tantiſque bellis diſtrictus nonnikil 
„ temporis tribuit literis, namque aliquot 
& ejus libri ſunt græco ſermone confetti,” 
vid. Corn. Nepot. p. 183. Ed. Glaſg. The 
latter, tho competently careful, frugal 
«6 wy provident;” in her domeſtic con- 
cerns, in which her“ - own © hands, 

_ as we are told, were good aſſiſtants; 
and tho? ſhe © readily deſcended to ſuch 
„ homely offices, as were meeteſt for the 

& meaneſt of her ſervants” ; yet became 
s in her ſtudie and knowledge of the holy 
40 ſcriptures, and in the moſt ſound and 
“ uſeful points of religion, an excellent 


40 ieee Inſomuch that Mr. Ley, 
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| ee of Ch 8 
funeral ſermon in the cathedral there, 
The being a citizen of that place, and widow 
| of Mr. Ratcliffe, an Alderman of the ſaid 
citie, | and divers times its repreſentative 


in parliament, <. defired her,” for his own 


uſe. to write down her obſervations 

on the Bible, as ſhe read it in her cantiunt 
<< courſe.“ See her life publiſhed by that 
Gentleman, p. 25,6, 43. and 82. and 133, 4. 


See alſo, the life and death of the Lady . 


lizabeth Brooke, by N. Parkhurſt, p. 47, 8 


50. 80, 81. Juſtly hen, ſaid Seneca, Epi iſt. 


| 62. Mentiuntur, qui fibi obſtare ad udia 


.* liberalia turbam negotiorum videri vo- 


<< lunt.” which in plain and downright 
| Engliſh \ we may render thus. They lye a- 
bominably who pretend, that they are ne- 
e ceffarily engaged in ſuch a multiplicitie 
6 f worldly affairs, as to have no time for 
applying themſelves to the more generous 
| 1 occupations of religion.“ By the way, that 

very ſhort letter, of which theſe words are 
dhe begining, ſhort as it is, has much in 
it, that is worthie of being attended to by 


all, but eſpecially, by thoſe employed in 
the miniſterial function. In ſupport, how- 


ever, of our general argument, we may 


here add the obſervation made by the 
learned Mr. Jortin in his ingenious diſ- 
k e e the truth of the chriſ- 


tian 


i 


er, who preached her 


; 


1 


. 


Ef * of religion, is aſtoniſhing, and the only 


ie 


Lune, groundleG ber the knen. 


Who have not many hours, which are a 


Tas crmIS TI N MINIS TER. 3 
tian religion. The ignorance, he * . 
p. 218-19, of ſome people, in matters | 


5 2 


60 plauſible excuſe for it, namely, want of 
capacity, or want of leiſure, is often 


* ledge required of every perſon cannot 
be greater than his abilities, and the a- 
bdilities of many perſons are greater than 
they think. The underſtanding muſt be 
25 ee before its ſtrength can be 
+. known, and by exerciſe it may be im- 
4 by beyond imagination; and as to 
ifure, there are few even of thoſe, who 
. are engaged in a laborious. way of life, 


% burden to them, or are conſumed in a 
, manner that hurts their ſouls and their 
-< bodies.” To which very juſt and uſe- 
3 reflections we may not unaptly ſub- 
join the following from the analogy of 
religion natural and revealed Part II. C. VI. 
p. 337» 8. octavo. Farther: the gene- 
ral proof of natural religion and chriſti- 
. anity does I think lie level to common 
-< nen, as the author ſomewhat too epiſco- 


pally expreſſes it, but meaning I ſuppoſe . i 
to mankind in general, even thoſe, the 4. 
greateſt part of whoſe time from child. 


. hood to old age is taken up with provid-- 
L ing for chemſelves the common conve- 
r Ms AO | 


Tes CHRISTIAN MINISTER.” 
_ 6. niences, | perhaps indcellarier of life: 


% thoſe, I. mean, of this _ who ever 3 


es think at all of aſking” after proof, or at- 
* tending to it. Common — were they 


<< as much in earneſt about religion, as a- 


bout their temporal affairs, are capable 
e of being convinced upon real evidence, 
{ - chat there is a God, who governs the 


„ need: und cher feel thetnfelves.to be 


of a moral nature and accountable crea- 
Le tures. And as chriſtianity, he goes on, 
s s intirely falls in with this Wie . natural 


s ſenſe of things; ſo they are capable not 


4 only of being pert ſuaded, but of being 


OE les wrought in atteſtation of it, 
10 and many appearing eee of Po- 
4 
One conſideration. more let me ſtill 
. inſiſt upon in relation to this mo- 


IF bt 1 Ain ſubject. For ſuch we muſt 


| nmaaueds efteem it, if we have any reſpect or 


E {A q 


; J F eg ſideration I mean is the vaſt os 
upertunce religious knowledge to all the purpoſes of 


- reverence for the authoritie of our redeemer, 


and the maxims of his religion. This, from 
wu tat has been already offered, muſt be fuf- 
True boch fieiently evident. But the particular con- 


2 


nee of 


. e human and focial happineſs. Aber an 


high opinion was entertained of its worth 


OY value, even conſidered: in itſelf, and ab- 
| Cm © : HO 


(66: made to ſee, that there 18 evidence of 


A OO 


when in the f 


Wie, p. I 
2 Z oft : 


1 9 8 5 111 " 


honorabl 
diſtinguiſhed in — field of ſcience, wil 


appear from the following declaration- 
* muſt profeſſe to you, Lindamor, (as 
* unfaſhionable as ſuch a profeſſion may 
„ ſeem in a gentleman not yet two and 
* twenty, that I find the ſtudy of thoſe 
. 6 excellent themes, God's word and his pro- 
* vidence, fo difficult, and yet fo pleaſing 


„ and i invitin g, that could heaven afford 


“ me no greater bleſſing than a clear ac- 
„count of the abſtruſe myſteries of divini- 
se ty and providence, I ſhould value the 
„ having my underſtanding gratified and 
c enriched with truths of To noble and 
e precious a nature, enough to court heaven 
& at the rate of renouncing for it all thoſe 
„ unmanly ſenſualities and trifling vanities, 
1 for which inconſiderate mortals are wont 
e to forfeit the intereſt their Savior fo 
„ dearly bought them in it. Thus it is 
that Mr. Boyle expreſſes himſelf in his 
Seraphic Love. $. 24. p. 146, 7. As to the 
de difficulties here” refered to, we cannot 
Hut apprehend the | ; 
exaggerated by our highly 1 ingeniousyouth ; 
e tremild 288d fret 5h like- 


n to have been ſoi 


4+ an ue that ** the calami- 


: 5 5 75 R 2 1 111 | th” 8 ſiſtent 


= 
__ 
16 * if 


ſtractedly foes its moral uſes , one, WHO 
has long ſtood among the 


man life on are not only con- 


tt \ 1 


Bl fiſtent 1 with b God's Ts goodneſs, b but produtti- 


1 ons of it he adds: - tho ſuch a be- 


40 5 do here to intelligent perſons ſeem 
e pong a greater piece of /elf-dental, than 
46 to r 


; in from wine, or gold, or miſtreſ- 
66. ſes.” But be that as it will; there is for 


Eo” certain a much greater connection be 


tween the knowlege and practice of re- 


ligion than many ſeem to be aware of. 
Thoſe, who have been moſt eminent for 


1 the latter, have ever been found good pro- 


_ icients in the other. Till we all come, 
et ſays St. Paul, in words very expreſſive 


Ef ” 095 of this connection, in the unitie of 
itꝛe faith, and of the know/ege of the Son of 


: God. unto the meaſure ©: 70h the ſtature of 


4 the fulneſs of Chriſt And, indeed, 
how can we imagine, Ns the caſe ſhould | 


be otherwiſe. A man cannot be well-ac- 
=: '-:; - Quainted with the theorie of religion with- 


BE 5 out being made deepl 
— cal Dn: obligations of the moſt 
oo awful, momentous nature, not to be trifled | 
= with, not to be ſuſpended, or ſet a- 
=. - fide, by- the. cuſtoms of the world, the 


prejudices of his friends or- acquaintance, 
Ek any former habits of his own, or any diffi- 
- - _ culties Whatever, that he may have to en- 
counter, but to be at all ork reſolutely 
and peremptorily complied wich. And, on 
the, * a man cannot have long 
. e 1 


ſenſible of its practi- 


\ 
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lors 4 himelf to the ws of 3 
without having by this very meuns his 
heart inſpired with the deſire of being bet- 
ter acquainted with its theorie, that he 
may practice it ſtill more perfectly. But 


where the knowiege of it is ſlight and ſu- 


perficial its motives muſt have a proportio- 
nably ſlight and unavailing force. Truth, 
indeed, it has been ſaid, and juſtly, is the 


4 moſt powerful thing in the world. But 


how can they feel its power, who never 


contemplate it. It is nouriſhing and ſalu- 


tarie to the ſoul. But how can they be re- 
treſhed or nouriſhed by it, who have no 
10 reliſh for, nay, will not ſo 
much as be at the pains to taſte of it? : 
And the very want of ſuch an appetite, this 
very abſence of all reliſh for the knowlege 
of religion may naturally be conſidered ac- 
| cording to what we have now been inſiſting 
_ 2 Ne in it no ſmall Ter de | 


appetite, 


tion 7 its eee fruits i in 7 85 RET or * 
an object, the inclination and tendencie of 


our. e to nhich may happily implie 


ſome 
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ſome degree of this very temper already 43 
Among the ſeveral means of 
_ Inſpiring: the heart of man with this virtu- 


poſſeſſing it. 


ou 1 there are none, that can na- 
turally be more efficacious than the public 
worſhip of God, and diſpenſation of his 


word. But how, as the author of the e- 


piſtle to the Hebrew ſo well obſerves, can 
theſe ſolemnities © profit,” if not mixed 
„with faith” in thoſe, who attend u 
them? And whence is this faith to be de- 
rived, but from ſome competent acquiſiti- 
ons made in the knowlege of religion? or 
| how: this knowlege to be acquired, but by 
- applying ourſelves to the contemplation 
and purſuit of truth? What conſtancie, 
what ſeriouſneſs, what fervor: can we hope 
to ſee in thoſe, who attend upon the ſocial 
exerciſes of religion, without ever having 
made the- grounds and principles, upon 


Which they are weg ee e the ſubject of their 


own. deliberate and calm reflection; in thoſe, 


Who attend upon them, only becauſe it is 


the cuſtom of their countrie to do ſo; and 
who perhaps would have been altogether as 
well pleaſed, had cuſtom authoriſed the, re- 
verſe ? or how can it be thought, that 


truths which in theſe miniſtrations are in- 
culcated, be fuch r in their own nature 


they ſhould: ever feel the force of thoſe 
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or be they in ever ſo ſtriking and lively a 


manner exhibited, who have themſelves 
never been converſant with them? In this 


caſe, even the great things of the law,” 
the ſublimeſt, moſt momentous and elevat- 
ed principles of religion, will be 5 counted” 

range thing.” And tho* we 


but, CC 25 a rar 6 
„ call our people to the moſt High,” yet 


c none at all will exalt him.“ Aud ac- 


cordingly it is worth our ig, that in 
that very prophecie, where this is the lan- 


guage of accufation on the part of God a- 


gainſt the jewiſh people, they are complain 
ed oblikewiſe becauſe they rejected know 


„ lege. And“ for lack of knowlege it. 
is thereexpreſsly faid they were* deſtroyed.” 
See "Hoſea viii. 12. iv. 6. xi. 7. Would to 
God, there were not ſo much reaſon, as 
there apparently is, for applying Rack lan. 5 


guage uage to ourſelves! And is not this to be 
ill more ardently and intenſely wiſhed on 
account of the peculiar danger to which 


we of chis nation muſt: nece ffarily be ex- 
poſed, whenever the knowlege of religion 
ſhall come to ſink among us into a general 
decay, of being once more over run with 
101 plagues and miſeries of 
Poperie. What was it, that once expelled 
it hence, but the cultivation and love of 


all os Roy 


knowlege ? What is it chat ſupports its 
No 


ere ll in cumple, bur the want 
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of theſe ?; or What, for this obvious reaſon, 
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is the grand engine of popiſh policie and 
dominion, but keeping men in ignorance 


and locking up the bible? But if we lock 
it up from ourſelyes, and thus become ig- 
norant and regardleſs of its great contents, 
is not the danger of our going back to 
poperie the ſame in effect, as if the like e- 
vents were to happen thro? the contrivance 
and management of others? Will not the 


Popith miſſionarie, in this caſe, find the moſt 
difficult part of the office aſſigned him al- 
ready done to his hands? - Nay, ſhall we 
not without his aſliſtance, could he be 


- thought backward to afford it, be gradual- 


Iy contracting a ſtronger tendencie to pope- 


rie, and even affection for it, till, at length, 
and ere we are aware, we plunge intirely into 


its enormous gulph? And ſhould there 
be any appearances of this kind in the pre- 
ſent age, how is it likely to fare with us in 
the next? Are children likely to be in- 


ſtructed by thoſe parents, who themſelves 


need“ to be taught, which are the firſt | 
principles of the oracles of God? and 
thus uninſtructed at home, what improve - 
ment can they be ſuppoſed to make af any 
public means of : edification,, whether that 
of catechiſm, or of any other kind? How 
ſoon, in all probabilitie, will they come to 
abandon thoſe religious exerciſes, of the 
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Tux CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
meaning and 
wholly ignorant; and either give themſelves 
up to abſolute impietie, or become the om 


prey of ſome inſinuating popiſh ſophiſt. 


Such it is ſaid, there are among us, who 
are continually ſucking the. blood of this 
nation. And have they not too fair a pro- 


ſpect of draining off all of what is truly 


generous, that remains in it? Are not the 
apprehenſions we have been intimating upon 


this head too ſtrongly juſtified by fact? Is 


nota ſolid acquaintance with the principles 
of religion a matter of indifference with the 
moſt ? Is it not by many treated with great 
dene e ot? Are there not thoſe, who. 
manifeſ 
themſelves and others againſt the very de- 


ſire of it. And in ſome there is ee lee, 


to be ſeen even a high degree of enmitie 
and averſion to it? Nay, the author of the 
Eſſays on the Characteriſtics, who has ſo 
delicately touched the manners of the 
«© times; and for our great comfort aſ- 


ſured us, that we are not a people re- 


% markably corrupt; that the real charac- 
ters and manners of this age and nation 
«is by no means that of abandoned wicked- 


nes and profligacy 30 particularly, that 
6 the- pure adminiſtration of juſtice,” as it 


„ e ee property is ſtill _ among 
« diffuſed 


ground of which they are 


ly take a pleaſure in prejudicing 
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45 diffuſed, through the inferior courts of 


law by the influence and © example” of the 


| higheſt; this author, I ſay, has not ſcrup- 


| led publicly, to * lament” the: very exi ace 
among us of that religious libertie, by 


which only our knowlege of religion can be 
kept alive, and the want of ſome effec- 


tual remedie for the ſuppreſſion of it. It 
„ muſt. be acknowleged, he fays, and la- 
| <6, mented, as one of the unalterable defects 
4% of 2 Free government, that opinion muſt 
<« have its courſe. The diſeaſe he adds, is 


te bad, but the cure would be fatal. We 
are ſorry likewiſe to find the eſtimator EX» 


preſſing himſelf ſo diminutively and doubifully 
concerning the influence of national virtue 
and vice upon national 
pineſs. When about to muſter the -few 


80 remaining virtues we have left, to which, 


“ he ſays, in part it is owing that our mis- 


s fortunes are not heavier and our decline 


e more rapid. Ougght he not at leaſt to 
have aſſigned them under God the princi- 


pal ſhare in this mitigation of our mis- 


| % fortunes?” |. So'-a gain ſpeaking of the 
18 general cauſes,” oO national proſperi · 
tie ox ruin, he tells us i among all theſe va · 


Fe rious cauſes, none perhaps ſo much contri- 

e butes to raiſe or ſinke a nation as the 
6 manners and principles of the feople.“ 
See Tu Eſtimate of the manners and prin- 


EH cCiples 


Proſperitie and hap- 


25, 6. 169, 70. As to his lamenting how- 8 


dom of opinion it is on one account not 


had been before as unreſerved in making ö 2 
| light of religious libertie, as he himſelf is 1 
in bemoaning the miſchiefs that are to be 

feared from its reſidence among us, even 


to the Teſt- law, by which the progreſs _ 
has been in theſe kingdoms ſo fatally EY 


1 Bolingbroke 8 Philoſophy, Letter the fourth, 


1 * n and rational inſtruction? 


ciples of this: Times, pP. 13. 14; 22. 13. 
ever ſo ſincerely as he ſeems to do our free- 


much to be wondered at. The great man 
to whom he offers ſuch humble adoration 


tho' in his friends opinion of ſo trifling a 
nature in itſelf. With the author refered 


of free inquirie and religious knowlege 


obſtructed, paſſes only for the © ſhadow of 
a grievance.” And to thoſe, whopreſume 
to differ in their religious ſentiments from 
the eſtabliſhed enurch, of which he 
<<: tells us, that law under a general tolera- 

« tion was the only: ſecurity, he can 
vouchſafe no better a name, than that of 
tea ſectarian rabble. See a view of Lord 


p. 79, 80. firſt edit. And now from the 
whole of what has in this ſection been ad- 
vanced, may it not be well-infered, that a 
miniſter of the goſpel ſnould make it no _— 
ſmall part of his concern very affectionate- i 
ly and warmly to recommend the duties of | 


That 


That we dre ibis 4 in ime meaſure 
to animate his endevors of this kind a- 
midſt the many prejudices lying againſt 
them in the minds of our: hearers, has been 
the ſincere intention of the ſurvey. which 


we have now been taking of their natural 


importance, encreaſed and heightened by the 
ſolemn, explicite ſanctions of the goſpel, and 


rendered ſo much the more intereſting ſtill 
by the peculiar circumſtances of our nation. 
And leſt what we have offered concerning 


the capacitie of mankind in general for a 


compliance with them, ſhould, after all, be 


thought defective, let me here enforce it, 
and ſo conclude our reflections upon the 


ſubject, by the authoritie of the ſagacious p 


and accurate Quinctilian. Falſa enim 
„ eſt querela, pauciſimis hominibus vim 


e percipiendi, quæ tradantur, eſſe conceſ- 
« ſam; pleroſque vero laborem ac tem- 
% pora tarditate ingenii perdere. Nam, 


TA 


contra, plures reperias & faciles in ex- 


66 cogitando, & ad diſcendum promtos: 


CO quippe id eſt homini naturale: ac ſicut a- 


ves ad volatum, equi ad curſum, ad ſævi- 


etiam ferae gignuntur: ita nobis propria 
* eſt mentis agitatio atque ſolertia: unde 
origo animi-ccelcitis creditur. Hebetes 
% vero & indociles non magis ſecundum 
„ naturam homines eduntur, quam prodi- 
. Fog: e & monſtris inſignia, ſed 


hi 


d hipauci admodum, fuerit argumentu n, 
« quod in pueris elucet ſpes plurimorum, 

« quz dum emoritur ætate, manifeitum 
e eſt, non naturam defeciſſe ted curam. 
Quinctil. Inſtit. L. I. $ 1. P. 6: Edit. 


Geſner. | 
IV. 
e ſubj 8 but pretty to 8 up- 


on in the 3 diſcourſes, is that of 


viſiting. We may do well therefore to at- 
tend to what we Gent recorded-in reference 
to this matter concerning Mr. Abernethy ; 
whoſe life was as exemplarie, for all the vir- 


tues, which adorned it, as are his writings, 
for that exalted ſenſe, which renders them, 
ſome of the moſt entertaining, uſeful and 
improving compoſitions, that we can poſſi- 


bly be converſant with. He, did not, 


3 we are told, go much into mixed com- 


any, when the buſineſs. of his ſtation 


E « Ha not call him to it; and often faid, 
&« as converſation was generally conducted, 


4 he had little ſatisfaction in it. He there- 


fore ſtaid much at home, and applied 


4 


=o 


| himſelf to ſtudie. This was not owing 
« to any thing ſour or unſociable in his 
« temper. For he had a taſte for conver= 


„ ſation, and was of a cheartul, as well 
« as of an affectionate, ſpirit, but to a pere 


e ſuaſion, that much of the time ſpent in 


< much 


— Rae Was 8 at leaſt might be 


VISIT- | 
ING, 


Companie. 


K 
"4 2 


6% amt ware employed) and that, "ton 


“a habit of paſſing time ina criflinis man- 


Mi ner was contracted, it muſt have bad ef- 
e fects upon the Wind, unbending it too 


much, and begetting an indolence, by 
*« which men were rendered averſe to ap- 


0 plication, and in ſome meaſure incapa- 


ble of it. He thought, that of all men, 
© miniſters: had moſt: reaſon to guard a- 


66 gainſt this; as it was more particularly 1 

12 their duty, always to preſerve the mind 

Py aptitude for the beſt exerciſes, ; and 
avoid every thing, which had a tenden- 


ey to diſſipate the vigor of it; obſerving 


* likewiſe; that where the taſte of the 
company ,was ſuch, that they could not 


% manage converſation, ſo as to render it 


„ or thy men of ſenſe and good affection, 


there are thoſe; Who ſeem to think, ES 4 
miniſter is the Propereſt companion, of all 
'  @fthers, for ſuch as have nothing to do. 
1 hey look upon him, as a kind of a fu- 
plied to and 
e is want- - 
74 g Was make up à partie of pleaſure: es if 
m was his only. buineſs, or at leaſt that 
on eee Ot one to which he is ro make 
a: t. . 11 „„ 1 8 | 


« that dignity of character, which they 
ought always to maintain, muſt ſuffer by 


eit.“ Such was the ſenſe of this 7 


great man upon this article. | ' And 


ep e always to be a 
to be epgaged, when 
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petual dangler in all the trifling amuſe- 


ments and idle paſtimies of his friends and 
_ acquaintance. But let no man“ haverealon _ 


to deſpiſe® us for theſe things. Let us not 


be the cheap and eaſie companions of 
thoſe, whoſe vain and frivolous humor, if 
we ſuffer ourſelves” to be fo, even though 


we ourſelves ſhould not he corrupted by 
their example, of Which however, there is 


che moſt imminent danger, will at leaſt, 
be kept in countenance by ours. It is in- 


deed not at all unlikely, that we may by 


this means expoſe ourſelves in ſome mea - 
ſure to contempt. For there are thoſe to 
wWꝛzhom nothing makes a man more ac- 
ceptable, than his graciouſly” condeſcending 
not to be one jot wiſer or better than them- 
ſelves; Sn: more unacceptable than 


he contrarie. If he will be very complai- 


. fantly content to be as ignorant and as idle, 


as trifling, and as infignificant as they, he 
is ſure of their good word, and of being not a 


little careſſed, as a friendly, ſociable, good- 


natured man,” upon the flight conſideration 


only of reſigning his own underſtanding 
and better taſte, for the ſake of playing 


the fool-with them. But ſhould he haply 


be one, that deems this not to be a con- 


ſideration of fo flight a nature, he brings 


upon himſelf at once their abundant ſcorn, 


be a per- | 


H2- | and 


— 


7 hes ende 0 Dd Haag as a ; range, ; 
| wild, tanatical fellow, that knows not what 
he would be at. But * things being a 
s they are, ſo an ingenious writer expreſſes 
Im + * hilf, it follows, that they 5 who aim 
at order in themſelves, muſt act in op- 
e pafttion to the general diſorder. If theß 
e give way, they are carried down with the 
EO « current; if they reſiſt in good earneſt, 
* they mult ſuffer. See Letters concern- 
ing the religion eſſential to man, p. 64. 
| | And with reipect to miniſters in particular, 
it is a maxim highly worthie our attention, 
which we meet with in an excellent little 
5 3 entitled the Principles of Chriſtiani- 
5 . N written by Bona, author of that admi- 
_- _  Table-treatile, a Guide to Eternity. Then 
3 -Clergyman,”: ſays he, in the firſt of 
- theſe now mentioned pieces, Part I. Article 
XIII. Then a Clergyman ought to hope, 
'** that he has ſome meaſure of holineſs, 
% when men hate and deſpiſe him.“ And 
he there produces the higheſt authofitie 
in ſupport of his maxim. © If ye were 
** of the world, the world would 3 his 
- 4+. own, but, becauſe you are not of the 
% world, but I have choſen you out of the 
. * world, therefore, the world hateth you,” 
15 John xv. 19. But, ſi ſapis, as Seneca 5 
| men e ewes Rees delectat. 
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- Thetopi YIcof paſtoral adrdonitioa, wi Admonition. 


ber beg bur very lightly inſiſted upon 
in the preceding diſcourſes, it will not per- 
haps be amiſs here to introduce an obſer- 
vation or two upon it. There are then 


two methods of giving admonition, or ad. Different. 


miniſtering reproof; the mild and gentle, 
which aims at accompliſhing its end by i hes 5 
ſinuation and artificial addreſs, by the ſoft⸗ 
eſt and moſt obſequious terms, and, as it 
were, imperceptibly and unawares, even to 
the very perſons themſelves, whoſe fault or 
error we would correct; the other direct 
and full to the point, Plain, blunt, and un- 
diſguiſed. The former is, for the moſt 
part, ſpoken of with the higheſt applauſe. 
But of the latter, there are thoſe, who 
clearly enough expreſs their Funes 
by their + prin practice, at leaſt, u 
ſuch occaſic And yet the truth of che 
matter is, that they are both of them to be 
made uſe" of, according to the different 
temper of the ſeveral perſons who! are in 
this manner to be addreſſed, or the different 
ſtages of guilt and follie in one and the fame. 
St. Paul has aptly ſpecified both, in ſaying 
to the Corinthians; ſhall I come unto you 
_ with a rod, or in the ſpirit of meekneſs. 
And both of them we find to be fully juſti- 
bel not * »y his example, bur by this 
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le that ſo gently rebuked the remiſſneſs of 


Archippus, and with ſo many of the infiau- 
ating arts of tender and mild addreſs. re- 
proved that ſpirit of faction, which had ſo 


unhappily diſcloſed itlelf in che Corinthian 
church; with what ſeveritie of language 
did he expoſe the crimes of Elymas the 

+  -ſorcerer?, Nor did ne ſcruple, upon the 


Juſt occaſion given to withſtand” even 
St. Peter himſelf to the face.” If he 


adviſes Timothie to inſtruct in meekneſs | 


thoſe, who oppoſe e themſelves 3” he re- 
commends it, to another chriſtian biſhop, 
that he ſhould © rebuke” them << ſharply.” 

Exactly to the ſame purpoſe, is the rule laid 
don by St. Jude. And of ſome have 


*. compaſſion, making a difference; and o- 


<< thers fave with fear,” <<, pling them,” 


_ inſtigated by the imminence of their danger; 


without ceremonie or formal atus, 
<4 out of the fire.” Of both theſe kinds of 
admonition, likewiſe there are not wanting 


ſpecimens in the conduct of our Savior him- 


felf. What irrefiſtible conviction did he 
once convey. into the heart of his diſciple, 
St. Peter, by che power anly of a tender, 
Expreſſive look. Of St. Peter, that very 
Alſciple, whom, upon another occaſion, he 
branded as we have ſeen with the name of 
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he even compel Simon the Phariſee to on 


the raſhneſs of the cenſure. he had 


upon the woman, whom he had ſuffered not 
only to anoint, but even to kiſs his feet? 

how gently does he blame the too. carnal 
mind of Martha? Yet at other times, 
with what ſevere, plain, undiſguiſed-free- 
dom of ſpeech, does he inveigh againſt the 
pride, hypocriſie, and extortion of the 


phariſees, whom his forerunner too, John 


the Baptiſt, accoſted in language not at all 


more complaiſant than that of calling them 


a generation of vipers.” It is, how- 
ever, to be remembered, that there are 
offenders to whom no admonitions at all are wholly - 
to be addreſſed, otherwiſe than in the gene: fom. Lt 
ral courſe. and order of religious duties. 
Such a dreadful inſenſibilitie have they 
contracted to the ſentiments of religion ; 
and ſo much do they even value themſelves 
upon being able to withſtand the force of 
them, that they are equally incapable of 
being benefited by any mode of admoniti- 
on whatſoever. Nay, in all probabilitie, 
vou will by nas A their reformation in 


any ſuch way, only harden them the. mare 


To be 
ſometimes 


in their perverſeneſs. Hence, that caution 


of our Savior's, not“ to ** caſt our pearls 
before ſwine, leſt they trample them un- 


+ der foot, and turn again and rent“ us. 


Hence, that rule by him ſo exprefsly and 
128 , diſtuetly 
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i CHRISTIAN! MINISTER 
preſcribed, and Which" we HO 
recorded at large, Matt. viii. , 
% Moteover, if thy brother ſhall treſpaſs 


"8 againſt thee, go and tell him his fault be- 
bee tween thee and him alone, if he ſhall 


<< hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother. 
ee But, if he will not hear thee, then take 


_. *© with thee one or two more, that in the 
| mat mouth of two or three witneſſes, everie 


ect word may be eſtabliſned; and, if he 


Fe c ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it to the 
% church; but, if he ſhall neglect to hear 
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_ iN PI Ving with, he takes the utmoſt Pains? 0 


„ the church, let him be unto thee as a 


a 7 


ee heathen man; and a publican.“ Agree - 
able to which rule, of our Savior's, is that 
apoſtolical injunction, which we meet with 


in the epiſtle to Titus. A man, that is 
c an! 
% monition, reject, knowing, that he, that 
d og ſuch, is ſabverted, anc 'finneth, beir 

70 condemned of hinſelf. 5 Swen is the 


retie;” after the firſt and ſecond ad- 


characters, which the a apbfile gives of an 


| "heretic, of one, who delights in ſpiriting 


up factions, in ſowing the ſeeds of conten- 
tion, ' cheriſhing animoſities, raiſing, and 
"aberting diviſions, and alienating the minds 


of fellow chriſtians from each other, whether 
on a religious, orany different account. He 
ſins againſt the perpetual remonſtrances of 


his own conſcience, which, inſtead of com- 


get 
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give much attention to any further admoni- 


„ his maſter with a kiſs;” tho? we have 4 


to ſome others of the twelve. What we 


to the diſciples in common, without the 


he knew to be his real character, calling = 
him, a © ſon of perdition,” and a traitor, 
and repreſenting him, as having a devil. 


any particular exhortations, or advices, in_ 


i ; „ ES 
formation. Rather than encreaſe his guilt, 
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get the better of, by contradicting them. It 
cannot therefore be imagined, that he will 


tions of ours. It is remarkable enough, 
likewiſe, upon this ſubject, that throughout 

the whole goſpel-hiſtorie, we never meet 

with any particular expoſtulations, or re- 
proofs, addreſſed by our Lord to Judas, Judas. 
that ungrateful hypocrite, who *©* betrayed 


ſeveral inflances of the kind, with relation 


find recorded, John xii. 4—8. is ſo far 
from being an exception to this remark,” - 
that it rather illuſtrates the truth of it. 
For, tho*. Judas is the ſingle perſon there 
objecting to the conduct of Mary in pour- © 
ing out the precious oil upon rhe feet of 

Jeſus, yet our Lord's replie is addreſſed 


leaſt notice taken in particular of the ob- . 
jector himſelf. Our Savior ſpeaks of him, 
as occaſion offers, in terms, ſuting what 


But, he knew him too well, to think, that 


whatever manner conveyed, could be of © 2 on 
the leaſt avail, towards effecting his re.. 


Ky "ID . 
1 


* 3 
. 5 © N bY 
452 — 4 , 
Ix 8: 
* ', * 22 
3 


3 


* 3 E I" 5 . 4 x 1 _—_ 23 * Jo * * 
4 Z * J 8 4 - 
Y _ 


r 1 
4 Wa 
ö 2 


3 


Tur CHRISTIAN: MINISTER: 


therefore, by giving him an opportunitie 


of deſpiſing the ſoundeſt means of repen- 
tance, he leaves him to the full ſcope ot his 


obſtinacie and wickedneſs. And this, as 


it ſhould ſeem in imitation of the divine 
providential conduct itſelf, as repreſented 


in the ſtyle” and language of ancient pro- 


phecie. Ephraim is joined to idols, let 
him 75 Why ſhould ye be ſtriken 


os any more? ye will revolt more and 


F we more.” The ſubſtance then of cur dutie 


upon this head, cannot perhaps be better 


expreſſed, than in the words of the pious 
Tempis. Imit. Chriſt, L. I. C. XVI. 


* Sj quis ſemel aut iterum admonitus non 


« obremperat, - noli cum eo contendere, : 
e ſed rem totam Deo committe.“ With 
the higheſt proprietie, ſurely, are we in ſach 
a caſe directed to refer ourſelves wholly to 

our God. For to a generous mind, there 
cannot, perhaps, be a gteater inſtance of 
ſelf-denial, than that of witholding thoſe 
adadmonitions, which we cannot but ſee, 
could they be at all available, to be ſo pecu- 


harly requiſite, and that even, it may be, 
where our affections are e che utmoſt 


. tenderneſs  cngaghd. " e 


VI. ee 
. the foregoing pages notice is 
en of two extremes, which the mem- 
bers of our tag ſocieties are apt to fall 
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Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
into in their attendance upon the public 


aſſemblies of religion. That which relates 
to the diſcourſes delivered in ſuch ſo- 


lemnities, ſeems to be moſt common in 
thoſe, that are conducted, according to the 
method of our eſtabliſhed worſhip. And 


to this it is in a great meaſure owing, that 
preaching is come to be, in ſo many of our 
churches, a moſt inſipid, trifling and in- 
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ſignificant performance, in which neither 


head nor heart appear to have the leaſt 
concern. I he other, that of looking uf on 


the ſervices preceding the ſermon, as being 5 


little more than a cuſtomarie, formal in- 
troduction to it, is, we preſume, moſt fre- 


quent in our difenting audiences. And 
in'- conſequence of it the enlivening and 


exalting ſpirit of free prayer has been verie 
much cramped and reſtrained, and the ob- 


jections, we may fear, that are made to it, . 


not a little a io e nhdg”, 
{449 455 N . 

i relation to what has been already of. 
fered concerning that freedom and impar- 


tialitie with which the principles and doc- 
trines of religion are to be inquired into, 


by the miniſter ſpecially; it was not the 


Miniſterial 
IN- 


IRIE. 


right of doing this we fo much deſigned | 


to inſiſt upon, as the obligation to ule it. 


How <eife ſhall he inculcate it upon others? 


_ yet it muſt be e that a miniſter 


lies 


es werte 28 eee eis een 
not to uſe this glorious privilege ſo freely | 


as he ought. Let him inſtead of flatter- 


ing the. prejudices of his people, ſoothing 


their errors and imperfections, and indulg- 
ing any indolence of mind in relation to 
their 25 1 8 3 into 
which may have un n, en · 
devor, on the other n in the 
ſimplicitie of his heart, to correct theſe 
errors and imperfections, to improve their 
judgment, mend their paſſions, and exalt 


Thee taſte, ſcarce any thing- more likely 


than that by this very means he may in- 
cur their diſpleaſure. - So that, if he would 
do them any real good, he muſt be con- 


tent to do it in ſpite of themſelves. Be- 


ſides, notwithſtanding the utmoſt impar- 


tialitie of his inquiries, if he happens after 


all to differ in his opinions from thoſe that 


are the generally received ones, he runs 
the greateſt hazard of being reproached, | 
| cenſured and condemned for not being 


impartial, and of having this his differ- 
ence of judgment imputed to ſome of the 


3 of motives. And yet one would 
think it no great ſtretch of charitie, for 


one, who is himfelf conſcious: of an un- 
biaſſed and upright mind, tho? differing 


from another in point of faith, to ſuppoſe, 
ttt another may be conſcious of the lame, 
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tho' differing from him. With reſpect 10 


one very famous article of controverſie, that, 
wich ſo much o 


robrious zeal, has been 
agitated in the chriſtian world, there 18, 


methinks, ſomething highly candid and pa- 


cific as well as extremely ingenious, in What 
we find inſiſted upon by Mr. Boyle in his. 
ſeraphic love, p. 104. of that book, and 
6. 17. Speaking of the calviniſts and remon- 


ſtrants, he expreſſes himſelf as follows, 
„And even in honoring the ſame attri- 


« bure [of God, ] his goodneſs, theſe ad- 
« verſaries ſeem rivals, the one party ſup- 
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e poſing it beſt celebrated by believing 


« 1t 1o irefiſtible, that, to whomſoever it 


is intended, he cannot but be happy, 


« and the other thinking it moſt extolled 


« by being believed ſo univerſal, that it 


will make every man happy if he pleaſes; 


the one party electing to honor iree- 


" grace by aſſigning 1t (as to men) an un- 


his time, than this fre: ipeculation of; reli- 
gion. Far certainly upon due conſidera- 


tion of che matter it will appear that Lord 


Bacon 


mitedly- vaſt extent; as the other does 
* bi aſcribing it an infallibly victorious 
degree.“ To balance however the in- 
conveniences and dangers we have been . 
ſpeaking of, let it be remembered; that 
nothing can be more delightful to a mini- 

ſter himſelf, or a worthier employment of 
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Tur CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
Bacon was not far wide of the truth, when 
he faid concerning truth itſelf, as follows, 
and as it occurs in the firſt of his eſſays. 
The inquiry of truth, which is the love- 
making, or wooing of it, the know- 
A * ledge of truth, which is the preſence of 
it, and the belief of truth, which is 
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the enjoying of it, is the ſovereign good 


of human nature,“ Moſt certainly it is 


ſo; when the ſovereign truths of nature, 
the truths, I mean, of religion, are not on- 


ly inquired after, known and believed, but 

well and firmly adhered to in temper and 
_ . affection, Add to this, that it is impoſ- 
ſible for us to determine, and yet dread- 


ful to think, how great may be the mif- 


chief ariſing from our having through the 
whole courle of our miniſtrie, and for want 
of ſufficient diligence and freedom of in- 
quirie, inſtilled into the minds of our peo- 
ple corrupt and vitiated principles of re- 
5 b It is likewiſe to be recollected here, 
that when a miniſter preaches from his 
own clear and full conviction of the impor- 
dance of the truths he inculcates, which can 
only ariſe from 4 cloſe inſpection and per- 
ſonal examination of them, this will com- 
municate ſuch x force and ardor to his ſer- 
vices, as will render them inexpreſſibly more 


pleaſant to himſelf and uſeful to his people 


| rhap can otherwiſe be the caſe. Can we 


5 5 * 
* S T $5" 85 


” N 
'; TR. * W „ R of ( * "IF 5 N F a 
oy T - l HT 0.5 a ? 1 . 4. ö K ä — 
oF 5 : " N ; 1 "oY, > N "a 7.3 +2490 9 
8 r y = 3 : 512 ä SR. 8 
bo n N x 5 1 N „ * 2 
92 ; : INE” . p . h ED ä 
5 5 N „3 Bet! 
F * * <> r 


to impreſs upon our minds, what Dr. Leech- miastios - 


ation, in that admirable ſermon of his 


e fions of God and religion to wear out of 


che feeds of folly and ſuperſtition among 
them, through a blind miſtaken zeal, | 


i gence or miſguided zeal, be juſtly 
Upon t 


 Pocrifie. And, what tho it ſhould create 
us enemies? The faithful, miniſter can, 
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then, upon the whole, do better than deeply ia deter- , 
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man ſo well recommends to our conſider- 


The character of a miniſter, accompanied _ _ 
with another equally excellent upon the na- 
ture, reaſonableneſs and advantages of 
prayer? If we allow, ſays he p. 49. of 
te the firſt of theſe diſcourſes, the impreſ- 


% our peoples minds, by our careleſs or 

* indifferent manner of inſtructing them, 

« ſeveral generations may paſs away be-. 
©« fore they can be renewed. If we ſow 


« jt may take the labors of wiſe and YC 

men for ſeveral ages to root them out, 
« May not that long train of miſchiefs,  _Þ 
„ which takes their riſe from our negli! 


« charged upon us? if we either neg- 

« lect to inſtruct our people or miſlead . 

e them, can we be free from the blood 

« of the PRE or ſucceeding generations? 
eſe principles we may ven- 


ture to affirm, that even that freedom of ß 
ſpeech, which borders upon raſhneſs, is 
much to be - prefered to that prudence, ._ 1 
which is ſcarce to be diſtinguiſhed from hy-.. - J 
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toniſhment 5 borh at their number and 


perverſeneſs. A conſideratien too, that 


ought at once to quicken his zeal and 


confirm his patience. For dreadful ſurely, 


beyond expreſſion dreadful, muſt be the 


condition of thoſe, who are in a ſtate 


of enmitie with God. And happily may 


we think ourſelves employed, while endea- 


voring, even tho' with very faint appear- 


ances of ſucceſs, to © pluck them, as brands 
s out of the burning.” They are, I have 
- ſaid, the enemies of God, as well as 

ours, and how does he treat them? does 


he not bear long with them“? are not 


we then to do the iame? what, if they in- 


ſult and affront us? do they not act the i 
- very lame part towards the eternal God of 
the univerſe ? what, if they turn a deaf 


ear to our admonitions, do they not in like 


manner deſpiſe even divine threatnings and 


expoſtulations ? what, if they make the 


moſt ungrateful returns for all our labors 
of love?” do they not ungratefully forget 
even the God, that made them? Let us then 

with chearfulneſs and courage go forth to the 
warfare that has been appointed us. Let 
us be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power 


n of his might.” Let the love of virtue, the 


+ love of God and religion, the love of Chriſt | 
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in that character, have none but thoſe that 
matte the enemies of God“ as well as his, A 

© Conſideration that may well abate his aſ- 
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and our peoples fouls, continually animate 


& inf pire ours; aſſured, as we are, that, 1 "of I 
if we thus * lawfully” and according to the 
conditions of the combat, ©* ſtrive for the 
* maſterie,” we ſhall ere long be « crown 
© ed.” I have often thought, that there 
is ſomething particularly emphatical in that 


expreſſion of the apoſtle, to which it may 


ſo naturally be expected, that we, as 
miniſters, ſhould be giving the moſt at- 
bentive heed z the © not being aſnhnamed 


« before Chriſt, at his coming.“ It ſeems 


to intimate that we ſhould aſpire after ſuch _ 

elevated height of attalninent in moral 

puritie, and chriſtian integritie, as that we 

may hereafter appear with ſome degree of 

1 boldneſs” and confidence,” even © be». 
fore Chriſt himſelf, that holie, harme 

eee, immaculate & Lamb of God.” _ 
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